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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of 
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Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based 
learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and 
other secure establishments. It rates council children's services, and inspects services for looked after 
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Introduction 
 
This inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors and four 
additional inspectors. Inspectors observed 35 lessons taught by 31 teachers. 
Meetings were held with members of staff, students, and representatives from the 
governing body and the local authority. Inspectors observed the school's work and 
looked at records of assessment, case studies relating to the care, guidance and 
support of students and a wide range of school policies and procedures. The 
responses from 174 parents and carers, 149 students and 34 staff were also taken 
into account. 
 
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school's work. It looked in detail 
at a number of key areas. 
 
 The extent to which teaching and learning are effectively engaging students at 

all levels in ways that will ensure their progress. 
 The effectiveness of the school’s literacy programmes across the curriculum. 
 The extent to which teachers are using high-quality assessment to set targets 

and monitor progress. 
 The improvement in leadership and management at all levels in the school 

since the previous inspection. 
 
 
Information about the school 
 
William Beamont High School and Specialist Sports College is an average-sized 11 to 
16 comprehensive school. It was successfully redesignated as a specialist sports 
college in February 2009 with a second subject in information and communication 
technology (ICT). The proportion of students known to be eligible for free school 
meals is higher than in most schools. There are fewer than average numbers of 
students from minority ethnic backgrounds although the proportion whose first 
language is not English is average. The proportion of pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities is much higher than usually found. The school has extended 
school status and has achieved the full International School award, the Healthy 
School award and Investor in People accreditation. In addition, the school has been 
awarded Sportsmark, the FA Charter standard, ‘Get Set’ Olympic network award, the 
secondary Geography Quality Mark and it holds the Financial Management in Schools 
standard. 
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Inspection grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory and 4 is inadequate 

Please turn to the glossary for a description of the grades and inspection terms 
 

Inspection judgements 
 
Overall effectiveness: how good is the school? 3 
 
The school's capacity for sustained improvement 2 
 
Main findings 
 
Meticulous attention to the safety, care, guidance and support of all students is the 
key characteristic of this satisfactory school. Because of this, the students feel 
secure, confident and welcoming; they enjoy friendly and constructive relationships 
with one another and with members of staff. The organisation of form groups to 
include students of all ages helps to promote a family atmosphere, with friendships 
and good communication between students in different year groups. The school’s 
houses link to the school’s sports specialism, and are named after successful British 
sports personalities. There are attractive displays around the school with aspirational 
messages from and related to each of them. High-quality sport and physical 
education help to boost the self-esteem of students and they wear with pride the 
school’s sporting logo and message: ‘Excellence at the heart of the community’. 
 
Many students join the school with attainment, particularly in literacy, which is well 
below the national average. Although attainment at the end of Key Stage 4 is below 
average, most students make satisfactory progress and some, notably those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress. Nearly all students 
gain qualifications and make a successful transition from the school to local colleges 
or work-based training when they leave. The quality of teaching has improved, 
particularly at Key Stage 4, and there are some significant strengths. There is, 
however, still some inconsistency between and within departments. There is 
inconsistent use of assessment to monitor students’ progress in lessons closely and 
not enough variety in learning activities to provide for the different needs of all 
students within each class. 
 
Leaders and managers at the school have successfully surmounted a number of 
major setbacks in recent years. Planning to have the school rebuilt had reached an 
advanced stage, with extensive involvement of students and staff, when the funding 
was withdrawn. At the same time, financial pressure required the loss of a significant 
number of staff including two members of the senior team. Despite the substantial 
time and energy invested into overcoming these difficulties, the headteacher and 
leadership team have sustained a clear focus on raising the quality of teaching and 
learning. Improvement in outcomes, although slow, has been incremental and much 
is now securely in place to promote rapid improvement. Leaders and managers have 
a very accurate view of the school’s current strengths and areas for development. 
They recognise that the school needs further external support to improve teaching 
and learning, and that improving literacy will require more significant joint action 
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with partner primary schools. Decisive action has been taken to deal with teaching 
that was inadequate and development planning is clearly articulated. There is a 
strong sense of common purpose and commitment to the students and community 
from all staff. Because of this, the school’s capacity to sustain improvement is good. 
 
Up to 40% of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory may 
receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before their next section 5 
inspection. 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 
 
 Continue to improve the quality of teaching and learning by: 

- making clearer the links between lesson outcomes and assessment criteria 
so that students can see more easily what they need to do to improve their 
attainment 

- making more consistent use of information on students’ prior learning to 
inform teachers’ planning 

- providing more differentiated tasks in each lesson to enable students of all 
abilities to achieve their maximum potential. 

 
 Continue the development of a range of strategic partnerships with other local 

educational providers so that: 
- actions to raise the standards of literacy of students can begin earlier 
- key subject leaders have access to high-quality guidance and support 
- senior leaders also have access to guidance and support so that they can 

effectively implement best practice in whole-school initiatives to raise 
attainment. 

 
Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils 3 
 
A very high proportion of the parents who responded to the parental questionnaire 
said that their children enjoyed school. Students are motivated by their early success 
and engagement in subjects such as physical education and information and 
communication technology. In most lessons behaviour is very good; students are 
keen to learn and improve their skills. The school’s current assessment data match 
the observations of inspectors to indicate that progress is beginning to accelerate. 
Students apply themselves well to appropriate tasks, although many lack sufficient 
confidence to be able to extend and improve their work independently. Some 
students, whilst keen to reach the grades at GCSE to enable them to move on to 
college, do not aspire to attain the highest grades. 
 
The attainment of students at the end of Key Stage 4 has risen over the last four 
years but it remains significantly lower than in most schools. The proportion of 
students gaining five GCSEs at grades A* to C was 47% in 2008 and rose to 86% in 
2011. The proportion who also gained a grade at C or above in English and 
mathematics has risen more slowly, from 22% to 36% in the same period. Some 
highly flexible and appropriate programmes at Key Stage 4, sometimes run in 
conjunction with local colleges and other providers, help to ensure that every student 
leaves the school with external qualifications. A very high proportion of students gain 
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GCSE-equivalent qualifications in information and communication technology and 
science. 
 
Students feel safe and very well cared for in school. They appreciate the effective 
working relationship that the school has with the community police officer based on 
site. Students are confident that they could report issues affecting their safety in or 
out of school to an adult at the school and that effective support will be offered. 
Behaviour out of lessons can on occasions be a little boisterous but students do, on 
the whole, act in generally safe ways. In the large majority of lessons behaviour is 
good. It deteriorates when learning activities are insufficiently challenging. Students 
are helped well by the school to adopt healthy lifestyles. Many participate in the 
excellent extra-curricular sporting activities and they understand the importance of 
eating healthily. The programme of personal, social, health and citizenship education 
provides very good support to help students manage many aspects of their physical 
and mental health, including the risks of drugs, alcohol and tobacco and matters 
related to their sexual health. An imaginative programme of activities helps to 
prepare students satisfactorily for future working life and economic well-being. This 
is supported by good careers guidance. Because of this, despite many students’ 
weaknesses in literacy and numeracy, most students are engaged in suitable 
employment, education or training after they have left. Although most students come 
to school regularly, attendance overall is only average partly because too many 
families choose to take holidays during term time. 
 
There is an effective and active school council and a range of ways for students to 
take additional responsibility within the school, such as the peer mentoring scheme. 
Students are able to work with local primary schools and each house group supports 
a number of charities through regular activities and fundraising. Students’ spiritual 
awareness is raised by the sport-linked displays around the school encouraging self-
belief and a sense of self-worth. Students have a strong understanding of moral 
values, indicated by the regular reminders of the ‘William Beamont Way’ (the school’s 
code of values) and the time in lessons to reflect on moral issues such as the rights 
and wrongs of abortion. Awareness of cultural diversity is promoted through 
productive links with schools in Tanzania, South Africa, Spain and Germany and a 
programme of visits to different places of worship. 
 
These are the grades for pupils' outcomes 
Pupils' achievement and the extent to which they enjoy their learning 
Taking into account: 3 

 Pupils' attainment1 4  
 The quality of pupils' learning and their progress 3 
 The quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities and their progress 2 

The extent to which pupils feel safe 2 
Pupils' behaviour 2 
The extent to which pupils adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which pupils contribute to the school and wider community 2 

                                                           
1The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; 
and 4 is low 
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The extent to which pupils develop workplace and other skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being 
Taking into account: 

3 

 Pupils' attendance1 3 
The extent of pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 2 
 

How effective is the provision? 
 
Many teachers have strong subject knowledge, set clear learning objectives and 
ensure a brisk pace to learning. Relationships are good and classes are usually 
characterised by a calm and purposeful learning environment. The school has made 
good progress in ensuring a focus in many lessons on building students’ literacy 
skills. Thus, for example, a science lesson began with a literacy-based starter activity 
and most subjects now carefully teach key vocabulary. There is still, however, 
significant variation in the quality of teaching. There were significantly more good 
lessons observed at Key Stage 4 than at Key Stage 3. Some teaching and 
departments still lag behind the best. It is because of this, and because improved 
teaching has not yet demonstrated its impact in significantly raised attainment, that 
the quality of teaching remains satisfactory. 
 
The use of assessment across the school is satisfactory; systems for monitoring 
progress are effective and are used well to target support when students fall behind. 
There are opportunities for students to be able to assess progress. Marking is usually 
regular, contains helpful comments and praise and is linked to national curriculum or 
GCSE levels. On rare occasions it is infrequent or cursory and, where this is the case, 
the quality of presentation and completion of students’ work quickly deteriorates. 
Although most teachers allow for students with different abilities in their planning, 
this is too often only related to students producing work of differing quality. The links 
between different outcomes and grades are often not made sufficiently clear and this 
limits the opportunities for students to know how to extend their work. Only some 
teachers regularly and systematically check the progress and understanding of 
students during the lesson and use this information to guide their teaching. 
 
Despite having to contract the range of subjects on offer because of a reduction in 
the number of teachers, the school has improved its curriculum by focusing on 
quality and flexibility. Partnerships with other local providers mean that a significant 
number of students are able to follow vocational courses at Key Stage 4. The pattern 
of the curriculum at Key Stage 3 enables some groups to benefit from an increased 
focus on literacy. Special support is provided to some students in Year 7 who find 
settling into secondary school difficult. There are many opportunities for students to 
participate in activities beyond the normal school day, such as sports teams and 
clubs and the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. 
 
The school’s care, guidance and support for students are exemplary, with a number 
of aspects regarded as a beacon of excellence within the local authority. 
Arrangements for the identification, assessment and support of students whose 
circumstances make them vulnerable are outstanding as are the ways in which the 
school supports the families of its students. There are very active links with partner 
primary schools, supporting a strong transition programme. Year 6 students meet 
older students through the peer mentoring scheme and most are well prepared for 
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their arrival into Year 7. Students who have joined the school at other times, 
including those who do not speak English on arrival, are very complimentary about 
the support they have had, which helps them quickly settle in and make progress. 
Communication with parents and carers is good, and progress meetings which are 
held twice a year between them, their child and the form tutor are highly effective in 
targeting improvement. The school provides the hub for the local family support 
network and has worked very effectively with other local agencies to reduce 
persistent absence. 
 
These are the grades for the quality of provision 
The quality of teaching 
Taking into account: 3 

 The use of assessment to support learning 3 
The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils' needs, including, where 
relevant, through partnerships 2 

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support 1 
 

How effective are leadership and management? 
 
Despite the substantial leadership challenges faced by the school over the last three 
years, the headteacher and senior colleagues have been persistent and resolute in 
focusing on the improvement of teaching and learning and securing the best 
outcomes for students. Decisive action has been taken to eliminate inadequate 
teaching and improve the quality of middle leadership. As a result, there are now 
very effective processes in place for assuring the quality of provision. Professional 
development activities mean that all staff now have a clear understanding of the 
school’s vision and priorities. Subject leaders and the senior team know the school 
well and are realistically ambitious. They are supported by a committed and skilled 
governing body who meet their statutory obligations well. Whilst governors are 
influential in shaping the strategic direction of the school, they do not have 
sufficiently well-developed systems for evaluating their own effectiveness or for 
gaining insights into the views of staff, students and parents and carers. 
 
The school has excellent partnership arrangements with the nearby college of further 
education and is developing better curriculum links with its partner primary schools. 
Whilst effective in ensuring that all students are able to progress to suitable courses, 
these partnerships have yet to realise their full impact on raising standards of literacy 
and the aspirations of the local community. The school is at the early stages of 
working with other schools and education providers to provide professional support. 
Very effective working partnerships exist with a wide range of agencies to support 
students and families. The leadership’s commitment to equality is shown in their 
efforts to ensure every child’s welfare and progress. The performance of groups and 
individuals is monitored carefully and prompt action is taken to intervene where 
necessary. The school is used as an example of excellent practice in safeguarding; 
processes are efficient and most effective. All staff have current training in child 
protection, the classrooms and site are safe and secure and there are very clear 
systems for identifying and managing risks such as those in practical subjects. 
Extensive work with some students whose personal circumstances make them 
particularly vulnerable has been demonstrably effective in reducing the risks to these 
young people. The school’s practice in using the common assessment framework has 
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been identified nationally as good practice. The school’s strong understanding of its 
community and its obvious commitment to the local neighbourhood has helped to 
generate cohesiveness around the friendship, respect and excellence the school 
promotes. 
 
These are the grades for the leadership and management 
The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding ambition and 
driving improvement 
Taking into account: 

2 

 The leadership and management of teaching and learning 2 
The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and supporting the 
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory responsibilities 
met 

3 

The effectiveness of the school's engagement with parents and carers 2 
The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being 2 
The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity and 
tackles discrimination 2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures 1 
The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion 2 
The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value for 
money 3 

 

Views of parents and carers 
 
A very large majority of parents and carers are very happy with the school. They 
believe that their children are safe, enjoy school and make good progress. A few 
respondents mentioned concerns about disruptive behaviour in classes. Inspectors 
agreed with the school that there were some incidents where behaviour was not 
good, but that they are relatively rare. They have been most significant when 
temporary arrangements for the teaching of a class have been necessary. There 
were a small number of other individual issues raised which inspectors took into 
account during their visit. Many parents also wrote complimentary remarks about the 
school and teachers. 
 



Inspection report: William Beamont High School and Specialist Sports College, 12–13 October 2011 
 

10 of 14 
 

 

Responses from parents and carers to Ofsted's 
questionnaire 
Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at William Beamont 
Community High School and Specialist Sports College to complete a questionnaire about their views of 
the school. 
In the questionnaire, parents and carers were asked to record how strongly they agreed with 13 
statements about the school. 
The inspection team received 174 completed questionnaires by the end of the on-site inspection. In 
total, there are 902 pupils registered at the school. 
 

Statements Strongly 
agree Agree Disagree Strongly 

disagree 
 Total % Total % Total % Total % 

My child enjoys school 
52 30 112 64 5 3 3 2 

The school keeps my child 
safe 

54 31 111 64 3 2 3 2 

The school informs me 
about my child's progress 

60 34 102 59 5 3 2 1 

My child is making enough 
progress at this school 

52 30 109 63 8 5 3 2 

The teaching is good at 
this school 

43 25 117 67 7 4 3 2 

The school helps me to 
support my child's learning 

35 20 118 68 9 5 5 3 

The school helps my child 
to have a healthy lifestyle 

41 24 115 66 11 6 2 1 

The school makes sure that 
my child is well prepared 
for the future (for example 
changing year group, 
changing school, and for 
children who are finishing 
school, entering further or 
higher education, or 
entering employment) 

52 30 108 62 5 3 3 2 

The school meets my 
child's particular needs 

44 25 114 66 6 3 5 3 

The school deals effectively 
with unacceptable 
behaviour 

53 30 95 55 12 7 6 3 

The school takes account 
of my suggestions and 
concerns 

36 21 110 63 6 3 7 4 

The school is led and 
managed effectively 

52 30 114 66 0 0 5 3 

Overall, I am happy with 
my child's experience at 
this school 

59 34 103 59 5 3 3 2 

 
The table above summarises the responses that parents and carers made to each statement. The 
percentages indicate the proportion of parents and carers giving that response out of the total number 
of completed questionnaires. Where one or more parents and carers chose not to answer a particular 
question, the percentages will not add up to 100%. 
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Glossary 
 
What inspection judgements mean 
 
Grade Judgement Description 
Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding 

school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils' 
needs. 

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school 
that is good is serving its pupils well. 

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A 
satisfactory school is providing adequately for its 
pupils. 

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 
inadequate school needs to make significant 
improvement in order to meet the needs of its pupils. 
Ofsted inspectors will make further visits until it 
improves. 

 
Overall effectiveness of schools 
 
 Overall effectiveness judgement (percentage of schools) 

Type of 
school 

Outstanding Good Satisfactory Inadequate 

Nursery schools 43 47 10 0 
Primary schools 6 46 42 6 
Secondary 
schools 14 36 41 9 

Sixth forms 15 42 41 3 
Special schools 30 48 19 3 
Pupil referral 
units 14 50 31 5 

All schools 10 44 39 6 
 

New school inspection arrangements were introduced on 1 September 2009. This means that 
inspectors now make some additional judgements that were not made previously. 
 
The data in the table above is for the period 1 September 2010 to 08 April 2011 and are consistent 
with the latest published official statistics about maintained school inspection outcomes (see 
www.ofsted.gov.uk). 
 
The sample of schools inspected during 2010/11 was not representative of all schools nationally, as 
weaker schools are inspected more frequently than good or outstanding schools. 
 
Percentages are rounded and do not always add exactly to 100. Sixth form figures reflect the 
judgements made for the overall effectiveness of the sixth form in secondary schools, special schools 
and pupil referral units. 
 
 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/�
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Common terminology used by inspectors 
 
Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their 

learning, development or training. 
 
Attainment: the standard of the pupils' work shown by test 

and examination results and in lessons. 
 
Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue 

improving. Inspectors base this judgement on 
what the school has accomplished so far and on 
the quality of its systems to maintain 
improvement. 

 
Leadership and management: the contribution of all the staff with 

responsibilities, not just the headteacher, to 
identifying priorities, directing and motivating staff 
and running the school. 

 
Learning: how well pupils acquire knowledge, develop their 

understanding, learn and practise skills and are 
developing their competence as learners. 

 
Overall effectiveness: inspectors form a judgement on a school's overall 

effectiveness based on the findings from their 
inspection of the school. The following 
judgements, in particular, influence what the 
overall effectiveness judgement will be. 
 
The school's capacity for sustained 

improvement. 
Outcomes for individuals and groups of 

pupils. 
The quality of teaching. 
The extent to which the curriculum meets 

pupils' needs, including, where relevant, 
through partnerships. 

The effectiveness of care, guidance and 
support. 

 
 
Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons 

and over longer periods of time. It is often 
measured by comparing the pupils' attainment at 
the end of a key stage with their attainment when 
they started. 
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This letter is provided for the school, parents and carers  
to share with their children. It describes Ofsted's  
main findings from the inspection of their school. 
 

 

 
14 October 2011 
 
Dear Students 
 
Inspection of William Beamont High School and Specialist Sports College, 
Warrington, WA2 8PX 
 
Thank you for the friendly and open way in which you welcomed us to your school, 
particularly to those of you who gave some time to talk with inspectors. You helped 
us to gain a well-rounded view of the school. We found many good qualities, in 
particular the excellent care, guidance and support available to you. Teaching is 
improving and this is leading to better examination results year on year. The 
specialist subjects of physical education and information and communication 
technology make a very good contribution to this and many of you benefit from the 
early success gained in these subjects. Your headteacher and her senior colleagues 
are doing a good job helping the school to improve. They are also taking very great 
care to ensure that everything possible is done to enable everyone to do their best. 
We understand that not being able to rebuild the school after much planning was a 
big disappointment to you all. However, we were impressed by the very positive 
attitudes that we saw from students in all year groups despite this. There is a strong 
family atmosphere in the school and the majority of behaviour that we saw during 
the inspection, both in lessons and in the corridors, was good. 
 
We have asked the headteacher and her colleagues to focus on two areas for 
improving the school in the future: 
 continue to improve the quality of teaching and learning, especially by helping 

you to understand better the links between work in lessons and the 
requirements of examination courses 

 work with other schools and colleges to speed up the rate of improvement. 
 
Congratulations on your part in helping William Beamont to improve. Please accept 
my best wishes for your future success. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
John Peckham 
Her Majesty's Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspections', which is available 
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy 
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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