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Time is flying at Beamont; we are already halfway through the first full year at the 
academy and the countdown to Year 11 GCSE examinations has begun. This is a good 
time to reflect on our achievements to date and we recently invited an Ofsted inspector 
into the academy to review our progress. I have included some comments from the 
inspection report below:

“Many new strategies and systems are already impacting positively on achievement and 
teaching”

“Increased expectations of what students can achieve and more rigorous targets (are) set 
for students and for teachers through the performance management process”

“Students commented on the positive changes that have been implemented since September 2013”

“Bullying is rare and that when it does happen it is swiftly dealt with”

These improvements are paying dividend and this can 
be seen in some of the main indicators of performance 
at the academy:

We are also confident of achieving a very good set of 
GCSE results which, we believe, will provide us with 
the platform to make significant strides forward with student achievement in the future.

There have been many other exciting events and achievements this term, some of which I have mentioned below:

• We enjoyed a fantastic evening at Warrington Collegiate who hosted our inaugural  Beamont Achievement 
Banquet which was a formal dinner held to reward those students who have worked incredibly hard and 
performed particularly well on their Autumn term reports. The students provided us with some lessons in dining 
etiquette, some fantastic speeches and some very entertaining performances.

• As part of BCA’s specialist programme to develop future Engineers and Scientists, a group of Year 9 students 
recently attended a Science in Industry Conference at AMEC Nuclear Services in Birchwood where they were 
given the chance to explore the nuclear energy business and potential career pathways. 

• Our Saturday academy has started in earnest and will now take place every Saturday during term time: it involves 
a performing arts academy, computer coding club, sports clubs and academic booster classes. We hope to see more 
and more of our students take advantage of this provision in the future.

• Staff and students enjoyed a superb skiing trip to Zell am See in Austria where they enjoyed fantastic conditions 
and glorious sunshine. 

• To celebrate World Book Day we held a joint project day with our Year 9 students and some primary school 
students, where we invited in the author of the Mortlock series, Jon Mayhew, and the illustrator Maggie Kneen to 
work with our students to produce their own publication. They produced some stunning work.

• We are extremely proud of our sports success and pedigree and we now have Lucy Clarke, Courtney Swanton and 
Danny Walker all representing the country in their respective sports; a phenomenal achievement.

One of the most exciting developments this term has been the work we have done on the new building. We now 
have two fantastic building proposals to choose from and the winning contractor will be revealed towards the end 
of the Spring term. We look forward to sharing these plans with you in the near future and cannot wait to start 
teaching in our new building in September 2015.

If you would like to keep abreast of academy developments as they happen; you can follow me on twitter  
@BCA_Principal. 

2013 Current
Attendance 
(Spring Term) 92% 94.2%

Exclusions 7.2% 1.2%



Claire was born 
without a left 
forearm, but despite 
her disability she 
took to swimming 
at just six years old. 
At a local school 
swimming gala, 
another girl asked 
her how she could 
swim with only 
one arm, to which 
Claire promptly 
responded by 
winning the race. 

C l a i r e ’ s 
first major 

achievement came at just 16 years of age at 
the 2004 Paralympics in Athens. As the youngest female 
member of the Paralympic team, she won a bronze medal in 
the SM9 200m Individual Medley and S9 100m Backstroke.

In the same year, Claire won the BBC Midlands Young 
Disabled Sports Person of the Year Award after winning a 
gold medal at the British Championships. She also picked 
up the ITV Sporting Midlander of the Year, NPower Young 
Female Achiever and WASP Disability Person of the Year 
awards.

So far, Claire has enjoyed nine successful seasons at the 
top of her sport, winning individual medals at every major 
championship she has been to. At the 2013 IPC World 
Championships, Claire achieved two gold medals, along 
with one silver and one bronze. 

Claire graduated from Leeds University in 2011 with a 
degree in Linguistics and Phonetics and wants to pursue her 
childhood dream of becoming a Blue Peter presenter when 
she retires from competitive swimming. 

On her appointment as an Athlete Mentor Claire comments; 
“I am very passionate about sport, it gave me confidence 
during my self-conscious teenage years and I welcome the 
opportunity to help others get involved in physical activity. 
I hope that by revisiting the challenges and barriers I had to 
overcome to succeed in sport I will inspire young people of 
any ability to realise that, they too, can enjoy the benefits of 
sport.

Claire Cashmore Visited 
Living for Sport group
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Year 8 Mathematicians 
at Beamont Collegiate 
Academy have recently 
raised the ceiling of 
learning through 
creating tutorials for 
others.  Students were 
tasked with identifying 
questions around the 
room, capturing it with 
the iPad and then creating a tutorial for others using the ‘Explain 
Everything’ app.  Students could demonstrate their knowledge of 
the topic by teaching others!  Some students were even brave enough 
to showcase their tutorials on to the big screen using the ‘AirPlay’ 
feature of the iPad’s and the E-technologies in our classrooms.

Head of Mathematics Mr Roberts said ‘Students have really 
enjoyed the lessons as it teaches some of the fundamentals 
of Maths and helps develop  students independent 
learning skills through the medium of technology.’ 

Student quotes include ‘Using the iPads was awesome’ and ‘I enjoyed using the iPad because it is a good way 
of communicating with the teacher without using our white boards or putting our hands up.’

Written by Caitlin Lightfoot, Year 10.

On January 13th 2014 a group of pupils went to see a 
production of Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse at the Lowry 
Theatre in Manchester.

The production portrayed Joey (the horse) realistically and 
creatively so that at the emotional stages the audience got worked up. The way that the horse was created 
so realistically made the audience forget that it was manually operated. The men who brought Joey to life 
almost became invisible because of the connection that the audience almost instantly felt towards him.

The most memorable scene in the production, for me, was the final scene. 
Throughout the war and struggle the pair, separated at the start, survived and found 
their way back to each other. This was emotional and amazing because all of the 
odds were stacked against them. The scene contained multiple emotions of; love, 
happiness and relief. These emotions came across due to how convincingly the 
actor, (who played Albert) performed in this scene. The moment Albert realised 
that Joey had come back was magical for the audience – and more than a few tears 
were shed!

The production was very successful in keeping as true to the book as possible, 
bringing the characters to life. Also some scenes contained a comical element – 
we will all remember the goose that lightened the mood from time to time! This 
seemed to symbolise that no matter how bad things are; a little laughter can do no 
harm. We all really enjoyed the trip and hope to go back to the theatre soon!

Theatre Trip - War Horse

Awesome iPad Maths



Superstar rugby player Danny Walker, 14, who currently plays 
as a Hooker for Widnes Vikings under 16s Academy has been 
selected for the England youth under 16s squad. 

Having only been playing on his scholarship with Widnes 
Vikings for 6 months Danny quickly stood out as a star player 
and has been called up for the England squad.

When asked how he felt the Beamont Collegiate Academy 
pupil said “Over the moon! I can’t get over the fact that I have 
been chosen for it! Now it is time to progress and hopefully 
achieve my goal of becoming a professional rugby player.”

Danny was interested in rugby from a young age, following in 
his older brother’s rugby footsteps as he aspired to be just like them. He started out at the Rylands Sharks 
aged 6 and training has been a large part of his life ever since. He currently trains at least twice a week with 
the Widnes Vikings under 16s Academy and once a week with the under 19s Academy.

As part of his England squad selection Danny will be going for a heart test in Sheffield later this month 
followed by a fitness test in Leeds in February. Once he has passed both of these stages he will join the squad 
officially and the season will start in March.

When asked what he puts his success down to modest Danny said “My success is down to my Mum and 
Dad, my coaches, school and generally people who have been there for me all of the time”. 

Dad, Stuart Walker said “To be selected to represent his country amazed and shocked me as he is only 14 
and is a wonderful achievement and great reward for all the effort and hard work that Danny has put in. My 
objective at the moment is to keep Danny’s feet firmly on the ground!”

The staff and pupils at Beamont Collegiate Academy wish Danny all the very best in his rugby career. We are 
all very proud of what he has achieved.

England selection for Beamont  
Collegiate Academy student

World book day
We had a brilliant time celebrating World Book Day in our new 

library. We were lucky enough 
to be visited by author Jon 
Mayhew and illustrator 
Maggie Kneen.  Thank you to 
both of you for coming along 
to see us.

We have students from 8 
local primary schools join 
us throughout the day and 
work with some of our Year 9 
students. 



History Trips to the Imperial War Museum

On Tuesday 17th December 2013, 59 students 
went on a trip to the Imperial War Museum in 
Manchester. A great time was had by all who 
attended, and they experienced some very 
interesting artefacts from history. They found 
the twisted steel debris from the twin towers 
particularly interesting and moving, and were very 
articulate in their thoughts and feelings about such 
an important artefact.

Other highlights were a harrier jump jet and Cold 
War era Soviet tanks. I think the size and scale of 
them were particularly surprising for our students 
(see attached photo).They also looked at some 
more novel items such as a Hitler toy and a range 
of WW1 items as well as some graphic photos of 
the war in Afghanistan. 

All in all the behaviour and attitude was 
excellent with the comments from Museum 
staff resoundingly positive. The Year 8 WW1 
presentations were outstanding for example, with 
the museum staff praising the enthusiasm and 
knowledge displayed. Another member told me 
how rare it was to find a group of students so 
actively engaged in the Art exhibition, he seemed 
genuinely surprised which was great to hear - 
credit goes to 9sH1 for that!

Yet, another example of the excellent positive 
attitudes that Beamont Collegiate Academy 
students display.
Pictured below are Ben Thwaites, James Spiers, 
Lewis Warburton, Cameron Rutter, Chloe Sears 
and Vicci Atherton. These gifted and talented 
Historians are leading the WW1 project. Follow us 
on Twitter @BCAHistory.

On Friday the 31st of January, Beamont Collegiate 
Academy took 43 students to the Imperial War 
Museum, Salford, to hear about one of the most 
moving experiences of my professional life. Mala 
Tribich, a Holocaust survivor, spoke for over an hour 
about her life during the most horrific and bloody 
episode of recent History. 

The History department at BCA wanted to do 
something to remember the 6 million victims of 
the Holocaust on the week beginning 27th January, 
as that day is Holocaust Remembrance Day. The 
27th was chosen because on that day in 1945 Soviet 
troops liberated Auschwitz-Birkenau, one of many 
factories of death but the most famous due to the 
1.2million Jews that were murdered there.

Mala did not go to Auschwitz but she experienced 
many other camps, including Bergen-Belsen, where 
she was eventually rescued by the British army. She 
was there at the same time as Anne Frank, who died 
only a matter of weeks before the British arrived. 
One of millions of tragedies that befell innocent 
Jews, whose only difference was having a particular 
gene that the Nazi racists believed made them no 
more important than rats.

Mala was born in Poland, and was eight when 
the Nazis placed her in a ghetto in 1939. The next 
six years of her life saw her experience countless 
unspeakable horrors and BCA pupils and staff were 
taken aback by the dignity with which she could 
recount these events. The most striking points 
were when Mala described how she felt when she 
discovered that her younger cousin disappeared 
during the war. Mala later found out this seven 
year old child ended up in a gas chamber “without 
anyone to hold her hand.” 

Mala then explained that her mother and younger 
daughter were taken by the Einsatzgruppen. 
She did not go into detail about this, as anyone 
who has studied the Holocaust knows that the 
Einsatzgruppen were the ‘death squad’ of the Nazi 
regime. Any Jew taken by them ended up murdered 
and buried in the most brutal way humans have 
imagined. This was the only moment when Mala 
wavered and she refused to go into detail, the pain 
still clearly with her after 70 years without her 



The year 11 Geographers recently 
ventured to the Sefton Coast as part of their GCSE fieldwork. The field trip took in Crosby 
Marina in the morning and then Formby Beach in the afternoon; both sites were extremely 
important to their research as they exhibit the powerful coastal processes that shape our coastline. 

Soggy, sand drenched sandwiches were the order of the day as the inclement weather constantly 
tested the student’s resilience. The rain began to fall even before the coach left the car park, but 
the cheery nature of Alan the driver helped to brighten the gloomy scene outside the window. 

Although the weather was relentless in its assault on the coast, the statues of Crosby stood resolute and firm. 
As the students headed onto the expansive beach these iron men appeared to welcome them on this dismal 
Autumn day. Sir Anthony Gormley’s creations were certainly not to be disappointed by the pupil’s responses.

The Beamont Academy pupils, many of whom had never seen the statues before, gathered round 
and took many photographs with these iconic figures. It was also noticeable how much the elements 
had taken their toll on the appearance of the statues with the erosion appearing progressively worse 
than last year. This is inevitable, however, when one considers the conditions the statues have to 
endure 24 hours a day. The Irish Sea and the strong westerly winds certainly take no prisoners!

Formby beach, with its abundance of sand dunes and beautiful pine woods, was the next site for the students to 
visit. Although it was very difficult to spot a red squirrel the scenic walk through the woods was well received by 
the group. The pupils also ate their lunch in the nearby picnic area – re-energising ready for an assault on the beach. 
The dunes, as always, proved to be a popular focal point for the geographers as they keenly negotiated these steep 
sculptured landforms. The erosion struggle was evident here as discarded Christmas trees were placed strategically 
along the beach; their objective being to prevent the dunes from breaking up. This soft engineering also helps 
to create the embryo dunes and maintains the area as a natural ecological site.  The traditional marram grass, 
which has always bound the dunes together, needs as much help as it can today in its fight against Mother Nature!

Finally, it was time for the students to leave the Sefton coast; the combination of the sea air and the harsh 
elements had left them feeling tired and yet content in all that they had seen. It is one thing to learn about coastal 
processes from a text book, but to actually experience it for themselves - to touch it and to feel it - is absolutely 
invaluable. For the year 11 Geographers the field trip was certainly worth the cold, the wind and the wet!

Wet, Wild & 
Worth it!

family. Only her brother survived out of her very large 
family.

It was my proudest moment as a teacher when BCA 
pupils asked Mala a question, and then took the time 
to talk to her personally when everyone else had left. 
The most powerful message that came out of this was 
how important it is to tackle racism early. Mala is 
forever grateful to the British for rescuing her when 
we did, and I have no doubt that it is with a heavy 
heart that Mala sees racism in our society today.
The comments about Muslims and immigrants that 
are increasingly creeping into society today are so 
strikingly similar to the Nazi comments about Jews 
and immigrants in the early days on Nazi Germany 
that any historian would be worried. BCA pupils 
showed real compassion and intelligence when 
they made this comparison themselves, and it is 
more important than ever that we remember the 
Holocaust.



By Carmen Cors 

I have been a teacher at Beamont 
Collegiate Academy since September 
2013.  Being a teacher provides you with 
an up-to-date, straight in your face, 
view of the world young people live 
in today. Not the teenage world that I 
and many of my colleagues lived in; for 
some of us at least 15 years ago! 

At BCA we have introduced a powerful 
new teaching tool to help give students 
a voice and encourage them to tackle 
some of life’s deeper questions.

Philosophy for Children, created by 
Professor Matthew Lipman, is a method of unlocking children’s thoughts 

and ideas about the world around them. Philosophy for Children encourages children to become more 
intellectually curious, critical and creative through a variety of mind stretching activities.
Pupils engage in discussions based on hypothetical concepts. Through this learning platform they do not seek 
answers; they seek reasons for opinions, debate points of view and develop ideas presented by their peers. 

‘I think it is good because we get to talk about things if we are not sure about them. It helps us learn and 
understand our world!’ Louise Johnson Year 7

Being able to facilitate the sessions and observe pupils come alive as they rationalise their own thoughts and 
opinions has been truly amazing. Being involved in watching them begin to believe in their own ideas is truly 
inspirational! The quietest child has contributed with confidence and ease. The children I expected to control 
the discussion co-operated superbly, allowing others to voice their thoughts whilst still sharing their own ideas. 

Pupils, regardless of ability, have astounded me by their in-depth analysis of concepts. Furthermore, Philosophy 
for Children has allowed their own compassion to shine though on subjects deemed too complex to debate. 
For example, ‘If I shout at you to protect you, am I your friend?’ and ‘If all religions were banned, would there 
be more or less war in the world?’ Removing the constraints of criteria led discussions allowed a freedom of 
expression from all involved.

‘It is fun and useful because it helps you improve your learning and your speaking and 
listening skills.’ Reece Palmer-Hewitt Year 7

One of the wonderful aspects of teaching is that you never stop learning. I relish my 
experiences in the classroom; a pupil communicating their own thoughts and opinions 
through the empowerment that Philosophy for Children has given them.

“Teaching children to think quickly, deeply and with agility has got to be one of the 
greatest gifts we can offer them as they take their place as adults in the 21st century. 

Ironic really that an intellectual process dating back thousands of years maybe the best 
chance we have to deal with what the future has in store for us.” Ian Gilbert (Little Book of Thunks)

Philosophy for Children
An innovation in opening children’s minds
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Miss Clarke (interviewed by Chloe Garrity)

What inspired you to go into teaching?
I love reading books and like to share my passion with teenagers. 
I liked learning at school and want to inspire others to learn, too.

Why did you choose your specific subject?
I studied English at University and my own English teacher at 
school was truly inspirational. Also, I was rubbish at Maths!

Where did you grow up and go to school?
I grew up in St Helens and went to De La Salle.

What are your hobbies and interests?
Reading, gym, socialising with friends, visiting new places and watching musical theatre.

What has most impressed you about BCA?
The amount of opportunities that the students have.

Miss Clarke

Mr Roberts (interviewed by Emma Machin-Rowe)

What inspired you to go into teaching?

I have a love and passion for seeing others succeed.

Why did you choose your specific subject?

I enjoy logic and searching for patterns.

Where did you grow up and go to school?

I’m from Widnes (God’s country) and went to Wade Deacon.

What are your hobbies and interests?

I am the Commanding Officer of Widnes Air Cadets and I play a range of musical instruments.

What has most impressed you about BCA?

The politeness and manners of young people.

Mr Roberts

Miss Curwen (interviewed by Loren Owen)

What inspired you to go into teaching?
My drama teacher at school was my role model.

Why did you choose your specific subject?
I am a music lover and love watching West End shows.

Where did you grow up and go to school?
I went to St Greg’s girl’s school
 
What are your hobbies and interests?
I enjoy walking Marvin, my dog.

 
What has most impressed you about BCA?

The team relationships and bonding between teachers and students.

We sent three Year 11 girls to meet teachers who 

joined the Beamont Collegiate Academy team this year. 

Here’s what they found out...

Miss Curwen



On the ball!
Year 7 and 8 girl’s rugby and football teams took part in the 
Cheshire level 3 School winter 
games on Friday 14th March 
at Chester University. Both 
football and rugby teams played 
fantastically well and really got 
into the spirit of the game, 
battling through each match.  
The biggest success was for the 
girl’s rugby team who came 
3rd overall and worked very 
hard as a team to battle against 

tough opponents.

The following girls represented 
BCA at the competition Megan 
Marigold, Molly Carey, Halle Barlow, Kelsey Leicester, Jamie Driscall, 
Jess Preston, Letitia Farrington, Keesha Brindle, Ellie O’Neil, Natalie 
Woods, Ella Pennlington, Georgia Anderson, Kasey Barnes, Nicole 
Leicster, Keeley Croft, Zoe Lyons, Kayleigh Findlay, Chloe Cooke, 

Melissa Sutcliffe, Ellie Prescott, Taryn Kempt.

Well done on a fantastic effort!!

During the term the Head of Languages at Priestley College Mrs Mtitimila 
came to the Academy to speak to a number of students in Year 9 about 
the importance of studying languages and the role of languages in the 
workplace, Students were able to watch interviews with a range people 
including celebrities who use languages as part of their job. During 
her presentation she challenged students to think about how 

languages might be useful for the future. 
Lively discussion followed and students 
were keen to ask a number of questions.
During the next half term further visits 
have been arranged with plans to provide 
language taster sessions and further 
talks from staff and former Beamont 
Collegiate Academy students. The sixth 
form language students will also be 
working alongside our students on joint 
projects. 

languages in the workplace



Did you know that students at 
Beamont Collegiate Academy will be 
studying in a brand new, state-of-the-
art building from September 2015?

We are very pleased to be able to announce 
that we have selected  Wates Construction as 
our appointed contractor for the Beamont 
Collegiate Academy new build.  Their 
proposal for the new school  will create a 
fantastic new environment for our students 
to develop and grow from September 2015.

The school will be built in the existing grounds 
of the current school from summer of 2014 onwards.
Current facilities will remain in place during the 
build and students will continue to use the current 
classrooms until the end of the 2014/15 academic year. 
Upon return after the summer break in 2015 students 
will settle back into their fabulous new surroundings.

The images shown are the computer generated 
graphics of the new  build. They give you a real 
insight into how the new school will look in 2015.

We will be tracking the progress of the 
build from start to finish on Facebook, Twitter and the Beamont Collegiate Academy website, so if 
you would like to keep up to date with the latest developments make sure you check in regularly.

Let us know what’s important to you in the new building on 
Facebook and 
Twitter.

Fantastic new building 
for September 2015

Twitter: @
BCAWarrington

www.facebook.com/
BeamontCollegiateAcademy



As part of BCA’s specialist programme to develop future Engineers and Scientists five Year 9 pupils 
recently attended a Science in Industry Conference at Amec Nuclear Services in Birchwood.
Pupils were given the chance to explore the Nuclear energy business and to highlight the range of potential 
career pathways, including safety consultants, Project Managers and Mechanical and Electrical Engineers. All 
highly qualified, well paid 
and sought after careers.

Will we see these pupils 
running a nuclear power 
station in a few years?

Well done to: Katie Curtis, 
Ebony Holt, Hayden 
Markie, Polly Spruce and 
Issac Latimer

Future Nuclear Scientists

A huge thank you to Amec 
Nuclear Services for allowing 

our students to gain an 
insight into your business.



Daresbury Laboratory is home to some of the most 
cutting edge Scientists in the world, researching 
everything from cures for diseases to what happened 
before the Big Bang.

A group of talented Year 9 pupils were selected to 
take part in a ‘Chemistry at Work’ event at Daresbury 
Laboratory.  The opportunity offered students the 
chance to understand the place of Chemistry in 
everyday life and the world of work, with particular 
emphasis on what is happening in industry within their local area. 

The aim of the day was to show the exciting, interesting and  wealth-creating activities that are worth considering 
as the basis of a career in Science, technology and Engineering subjects.

The pupils who attended the event were excellent ambassadors for 
the Academy and we look forward to seeing their careers in Science 
progress until they too are making exciting discoveries of their own! 

Students who came along on the day were:   Macauley Buckley,  Abbey-
Lee Coombes, Katie Curtis, Callum Davies, Shay Derbyshire, Shauna 
Ellis-Clark, Alex Giblin, Ebony Holt, Megan Lee, Hayden Markie, 
Abbie Newton, Sven Ozolins, Polly Spruce, Fynn Stanley and Hannah 
Thompson.

Chemistry at Work

It is an exciting time for the ICT department.  A new SOW has been developed and the department will roll it 
out and begin delivery to Year 7 and Year 8 this half term. 
 
The ‘ICT Disaster Project’ has been developed as a theme based project to enable students to demonstrate 
their creative flair.  The first unit of the Disaster Project will see students imagining they are working as a 
radio broadcast reporter.  Students will start by imagining that they are at the scene of 
the disaster.  Students will then begin the planning 
stage of the project; starting with developing 
a script and thinking about the sound effects 
they should include in their recording in order 
to bring it to life.  Students will then develop a 
timeline plotting how their recording will fit 
together.

Once the planning stage has been completed 
students will learn how to use sound editing 
software; Audacity, to create a multi-track 
recording.  They will record voice-overs, import 
sound effects and backing music to create an 
effective and professional product.

ICT Disaster Project



Year 9 work goes on display at the Warrington Town Museum.  

The exhibition will open to the public on Saturday 1st March and 
continue until 21st June 2014.
Beamont Collegiate Academy work will be on show with two 
other schools from Warrington, Great Sankey High School and 
Lymm High School.

Some fantastic work, try to get to see this if you can.   
A big thank you to all those parents helping students with their 
ideas:  Well done Year 9, a great effort from those involved.

The Exhibition is called “Memories” and is in the main Gallery 
on the balcony area.

The exhibition will open to the public on 
Saturday 1st March and continue until  

21st June 2014.

Why not go along and check it out?

“Memories” Project goes on display

wOrdsearch puzzle
Can you find the 

words below in this 
wordsearch puzzle?

daresbury
disaster
formby
grease

imperial
lowry

museum
nuclear

paralympics
philosophy

remembrance
twitter
vikings

volleyball
war



Grease is the Word
“Grease it the word” for the Performing Arts department! After an intensive audition process which saw our 
talented students showcase their acting, dancing and singing ability, the musical production has now been 
cast! 

In X Factor style 
boot camp talks it 
was decided that 
Shannon Fogg 
(Year 8) and Ryan 
Whitely (Year 8) are 
to play the famous 
‘hopelessly devoted’ 
couple, Sandy and 
Danny. BCA’s super 
talented cast made 
up of beautiful Pink 
Ladies and cool T 
Birds; this years 
musical production 
is one not to be 
missed! With an 

intensive rehearsal schedule in place the star studded cast are being put through their paces, learning 1950’s 
toe tapping routines which will have you dancing in your seats! 

The shows 
catchy tunes, 
swirling skirts 
and that 
lightning fast 
hand jive 
will provide 
you with 
the perfect 
combination 
for your very 
own “Summer 
Nights”. The 
production 
will take 
place in July 
so make sure you get your 
tickets or you will be “Stranded at the Drive in”. “Tell me more, tell me more...” 

Visit the official Performing Arts department twitter page for back 
stage exclusives with cast and crew @BCAperform



pathway to university
Never let it be said that it’s too difficult to get into University.

In early February students in Year 10 & 11 attended a “Your way to University” seminar at BCA delivered by 
Chris Bayer from Liverpool University.

The inspirational seminar took students through the range of choices open to them post 16 and beyond.

Hints, tips and advice where given to help students increase their understanding and knowledge of what University 
has to offer them and how they might go about choosing their subjects and future career options.  There was a 
particular focus on the specific pathway into studying for careers in Computing Technology, Law, Architecture 
and Medicine.

All students found the seminar really useful and asked some very pertinent questions.

Student quotes: on the seminar:

“I found it fascinating to know exactly what courses to take for a career in medicine, it really helped”.  
Chloe Sears, Year 10.

“I found it really helpful. I know exactly what qualifications I need for the future”. Leah Brown, Year 10.

“I thought it was really interesting and helpful”. Ellie Wilson, Year 10.

“I found it really useful and it helped me think about what I want to do in the future”.  
Chloe Peacock, Year 10

“I found it very useful.  I understand University a lot more”. Keiran Gregory, Year 11.

“I now have a better understanding of University and know a lot more about what it entails than I did 
before”. Matt James, Year 11.



exciting technology news

The Technology Department is undergoing some exciting changes within the courses being offered and the 
equipment being used.  The department is keen to mirror what industry is doing as closely as possible and this 
has seen the introduction of BTEC qualifications in Motor Vehicle and Hospitality being offered.

The BTEC qualification in Motor Vehicle involves students researching and understanding the principles of how 
a cars engine functions, the various types of vehicle design that are available together with their advantages and 
disadvantages and how a cars braking system works.  Students will also have to demonstrate practical skills whilst 
checking and repairing braking systems to a high standard.

The department is also really pleased to announce the imminent arrival of a brand new laser cutter and 3D 
printer that will give students an ideal opportunity to take advantage of CAD CAM within their projects across 
all year groups.

Also in the Design and Technology Department we have recently purchased a petrol powered go kart.  This will 
soon be offered as an after school Enrichment activity where the pupils will strip down the entire kart, repair 
any damaged parts and restore it to look like new.  This will increase the pupils’ knowledge on mechanics and 
mechanisms through a practical activity.

school holiday dates for 2013/14
Close for Easter Holiday – Friday 4th April 2014

 Start of first Summer Term – Tuesday 22nd April 2014 
May Day Public Holiday - Monday 5th May 2014 

Close for Summer Half-Term – Friday 23rd May 2014 
School Re-opens – Monday 2nd June 2014 

End of School Year - Tuesday 22nd July 2014



Saturday Academy at Beamont is now well and truly open!

We have now opened our doors on a Saturday!

Every Saturday during term time there will be singing, dancing and acting workshops at our very own perfoming 
arts group, BCA Perform. LIPPA trained Becci Francis will be teaching skills to students from 9 up to 16 years 
old with different workshops to suit different groups of students supported by Academy staff Miss Curwen,  Miss 
Burns, Mrs Parr and 
Mrs Ivins

Saturday the 1st of 
March was the first day 
and it went amazingly 
well. All the students 
that came along had a 
great time and came 
from many different 
schools with boys 
and girls all working 
together.

Our main aim at 
BCA Perform is to 
have fun but also to 
build confidence and 
work towards regular 
performances. 

On Saturday the parents 
were treated to a small 
show of what the class 
had learnt in just one 
session. They were really 
impressed!

BCA Perform starts at 
9.45am and finishes at 
11.30am with the first 
session being free. 
If you would then like 
to commit to the work 
shop it would cost £1.50 
per session for years 
5 and 6 and £3.50 for 
years 7 upwards.

Why not come along to 
see what it’s all about!

Saturday academy



Do you 
follow any of 
the Beamont 

Collegiate 
Academy 

Twitter feeds?

There are Twitter accounts 
set up for many of the departments at 

Beamont Collegiate Academy. 

Each department tweets about topics 
relevant to the subject area, homework, 

revision tips and lots, lots more...

Why not follow every department and 
keep up to date with all of the latest 

news.

@BCA_Art 
@BCAGeography

 @bcaresistant
 @BCAHistory

 @BCAFoodTech
 @BCAScience 
@BCAMaths

 @BCAperform
 @BCA_RE 

@BCA_English
 @BCA_PE

You can also follow our Principal, 
Mr Moorcroft at:
@BCA_Principal

follow us 
on Twitter

Website News
We are currently 
designing a 
new website for 
Beamont Collegiate 
Academy which 
not only looks 
great, but is going 
to be packed with 
lots of new content 
for parents, 
students and the 
local community.

We are now 
looking for input from you. 
What is important to you, your 
friends and family?

Join the debate on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/

BeamontCollegiateAcademy

Would you like to contribute to the next 
edition of the Academy Focus?

Students, parents and members of the local 
community are welcome to submit articles 
or stories which are relevant to the school 

for consideration.

Send articles to: Mr Craig Milburn
milburnc@bca.warrington.ac.uk

Or if you have a story you would like us to 
cover, drop Steph Hutchinson an e-mail to:

SHutchinson@warrington.ac.uk

Contact us:
Beamont Collegiate Academy
Long Lane
Warrington
WA2 8PX
Tel: 01925 579500
www.bca.warrington.ac.uk



Focus on Sport
Rowing Competition 

Success 
Year 10 pupils Lucas 
Barnes, Lewis Turner 
and Dylan Emery Woods 
represented the Academy 
at the Warrington Schools 
Rowing competition held 
at Great Sankey High 
School on Thursday 13th 
February.

In their 5 minute 
races Lucas won the 
overall individual race 

with a distance of 1269m, Lewis 
managed to come 2nd with 1242m and Dylan was 4th 
with 1220m. 

These boys have now qualified to represent Warrington 
in the Winter School Games on the 14th March at 
University of Chester. A massive well done goes to all 
three.

Volleyball
The Year 9 and 10 
girls’ teams also 
put in an amazing 
performance in 
the volleyball 
c o m p e t i t i o n , 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
in a sport that 
they have never 
played before 
and showing that 
they have the 
determination to 
win. They tried 
hard and gave their best in every 
game and thoroughly enjoyed taking part and 
improving their skills throughout the tournament.  

The Year 9 girls beat a strong Year 10 team from 
Great Sankey in a gruelling match winning by 1 
point!  

Well done to all of the girls who made both Miss 
Devine, and the Academy, very proud.

Ruby Parle, Abbie Newton, Eboni Holt, Georgia 
Heath, Natasha Ryder-Dennis, Lucy Clarke, Sophie 
Murray and Chloe Anne Johnson.

Rowing
The following girls took part in a school rowing 
competition and did Beamont Collegiate Academy 
proud.  They won a number of their races 
and were placed in the 
top 3 for others. 

Chloe Thwaites
Keeley Croft
Elizabeth Gwilliam
Caitlin Gwilliam
Jamie Driscall
Jessica Preston
Shannon Fogg
Emily Norman

Athletics championship

Ten Year 7 and 10 Year 8 Beamont Collegiate  
Academy students competed in the Warrington 
Schools Indoor Athletics Championship.  
Events included indoor sprint, distance and 
relay races, indoor triple, high and long jump, 
speed bounce and the indoor shot-put.  All 
students performed extremely well with all 
four teams finishing fourth, narrowly missing 
out on Cheshire Indoor Athletics places.

Year 9 & 10 Volleyball Girls

Rowing Superstars

Rowing success


