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Name  

 
Chris Hillidge 

Position in the school 
& overview of main  
Responsibilities include 
Governance roles etc  
 
 
 

 
Assistant Principal – Director of STEM. 
Staff Governor 
 
I manage the schools strategy for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths. I work with lots of employers and 
universities so we can offer our students real world experience 
with the best STEM organisations in the world.  
I manage our STEM Assured status, BCA Fablab and the 
academy’s Coder Dojo – three UK education leading initiatives 
that are unique to BCA. 
I’m also planning DojoCon 17 – a world conference for 
Technology education. It will be held at BCA in Oct 2017. 
 
Other roles include Quality Assurance of all departments 
across school and direct management of Science, ICT, 
Technology & Engineering. 
 
I also lead the academy’s Duke of Edinburgh Award program. 
  

What are your qualifications? E.g. BA/MA/PGCE etc  

 
BSc Hons Applied Biology 
PGCE Science 
 

What inspired you to go into teaching? 

 
After I left University I was a social worker in Wigan for ten years and I saw how education 
can open a world of opportunities for people from all backgrounds. I loved Science, 
especially Biology, and felt I could I could make the difference to how students felt about my 
subject.  
 

Why did you choose your specific subject? Include your career history.  

When I was at college I enjoyed Science and Maths and I knew I wanted to continue 
studying some form of Science. I chose Biology because I’m interested in the ‘Science of 
Life’. I focussed on Microbiology in my final year. Why? Well there are more microorganisms 
living on your body than there are people in the world so I thought I’d better get to know 
them!  
 

Where did you grow up and go to school/University? 

 
I grew up near Bolton and went to University in Liverpool. After leaving University I lived 
abroad for a while then returned to drive a truck! I trained in social work and really enjoyed 
this job for around ten years before I went back to Manchester University to train to be a 
Science teacher. I’ve been at Beamont since 2001 so it’s clearly a place where I feel I’m 



making a difference!  
 

What are your hobbies and interests? 

I love the mountains so running and mountain biking are my favourite ways to relax. I like a 
challenge and my longest run is 75 miles without stopping through the Cumbrian 
mountains. I also enjoy travel and have two young children who also love seeing new places. 
 

What impresses you about Beamont Collegiate Academy? 

What impresses me most is the teaching staff at BCA – they are totally committed to giving 
the students the best opportunity to succeed. They plan exciting and interesting lessons and 
work long hours, including nights and weekends, to make sure our pupils have the 
experiences that are only available at the best schools in the country – rowing, horse riding, 
computer coding with industry experts, performing Shakespeare, visiting New York – the list 
is endless!  
 

 


