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LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
SPRING TERM REFLECTIONS
The academic year is progressing
quickly and, as ever, it has been
a really busy year at BCA. We
have enjoyed a superb dance
and drama showcase, ran our
busiest ever ‘Coder Dojo’ event,
led a gifted writers’ event at
Waterstone’s with local primary
schools and welcomed the
inspirational Andy Reid in to
school to talk to students about
the challenges he has overcome in
his life. You will have also received
a separate letter regarding our
move to The Challenge Academy
Trust which is an exciting new
chapter for BCA.
A number of students have also
excelled in life beyond school:
Jack Wright in Year 11 has been
selected to play for the England
Youth Rugby League squad,
Jessica Preston in Year 11 has won
a scholarship with Manchester City
FC, Laura Hughes in Year 8 has
been commended by The High
Sheriff for her community work
and two students Graycy Powell
and Mackenzie Harrison competed
in the Junior Masterchef final at
Warrington Collegiate.

taken part in something this year, you
really do embody the I can, I do and I
will be ethos of BCA.
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY,
ENGINEERING & MATHS (STEM)
Our work around STEM continues to
go from strength to strength and you
may have recently seen BCA featured
on BBC News Northwest for our
work with a local charity producing
prosthetic limbs for children using
3D printing technology. This really is
ground-breaking work which would
normally be done by universities or
commercial enterprises and it is really
exciting that our students are able
to perform this work and have such
exciting opportunities and resources
available to them. I also mentioned
in my January letter that a group
of Year 9 girls had made it to the
regional finals of the STEM ‘Make it’
challenge, they actually went on to
win this competition which is quite an
achievement.

SUMMER TERM
The summer term is a really important
term in relation to academic success.
The GCSE examinations are underway
for Year 11 in May and internal
assessments will take place for all
students from Year 7-10. Curriculum
We have also enjoyed team
changes introduced recently mean
success on the field of sport with
that students will be assessed on
rugby teams from years 7 & 9
terminal examinations in Year 11 far
securing places in the Warrington
more than they were previously. This
town finals and Year 7 also
can be very challenging for students
reaching the quarter final of the
and we are doing everything we can
national cup at Whitehaven after
to prepare them for this throughout
convincing wins away at Sheffield
their time with us. We have written
and Cardiff. Year 10 footballers
to parents of Year 11 separately
have also reached the town final.
about supporting your children in the
Well done to all students who have coming weeks but we are also adding
achieved something of note or
more formality to assessment in all
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years to ensure students are ready
for the demands of Year 11 when
they get there. Please ensure you
support your children in preparing
well for these assessments and ensure
they are spending focused time on
homework or revision each week.
As part of our academic culture and
ethos we expect pupils to be ‘BCA
Ready.’ On a daily basis, this means
that, in addition to smartly presenting
themselves in full school uniform, it
is an expectation that all pupils are
fully equipped for each lesson. All
students are expected to carry in
their bag a pencil case containing:
pens, pencils, ruler, and a rubber as a
minimum.
We ask for the support of all parents/
carers to ensure pupils come to
school with this basic equipment.
Form tutors will be checking to see
if pupils are fully equipped during
registration time.
We would also like to remind parents/
carers of our expectations around
uniform and presentation which can
be found on the school website.
Thanks again for your support so far
this year. Our success is built upon
strong partnerships with parents and
carers and, by working together, we
will continue to move forward and
provide the best possible educational
experience for your child.
Best wishes
Mr A Moorcroft BA (Hons), NPQH
Principal
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BCA SUCCESSES
Laura Hughes, year 8 receives recognition from The High
Sherriff!
We were delighted to hear that Laura
Hughes in Year 8 has been awarded
an amazing accolade. Laura received
recognition from The High Sheriff of
Cheshire in recognition of her service
in the community.
Through her local scout group
1/14th based in Orford, Laura has
contributed to some very worthwhile
causes within the community. Last
summer, her Scout group worked
together to clear war graves at
Warrington Cemetery in conjunction
with the War Graves Commission.

supporting the War Graves
Commission. Each year the High
Sheriff celebrates and rewards those
who have contributed great and
valuable services to the community.

commitment to the cause. As
a result they both received their
awards at an evening hosted
by The High Sheriff at Churchill
House, University of Chester

Laura was nominated along with a
fellow Scout Rosie by virtue of the
effort they invested and for their

We are so very proud of Laura
and her amazing achievements.
Well done from everybody here
at BCA!

Laura then participated in a Somme
Centenary service which was
attended by some very special guests
including The High Sheriff of Cheshire
Mrs Kathy Cowell, Warrington Mayor
Cllr Faisal Rashid, a Standard Bearer
from the Royal British Legion and a
bugler from the Cheshire police band.
On hearing of this amazing work
the High Sheriff chose to recognise
two Scouts who had contributed
signiﬁcant time and effort to

Masterchef
Mackenzie Harrison and Graycy
Powell made it through to the ﬁnal
of the MasterChef competition
at Warrington Collegiate. Alderley
Edge Hotel chef Chris Holland,
who competed in series eight of
the popular BBC cookery show, and
lecturer Scott Surtees, who has
worked in three Michelin starred
restaurants, judged the competition.

WATCH OUT JAMIE OLIVER!

4

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

BCA SUCCESSES
Jack Wright gets a place on the England Youth Rugby League
Squad
The Year 7 rugby team have
progressed to the last 16 of
the Champion Schools Cup
competition. Kevin Penny from
Warrington Wolves presented the
team with their shirts in the run up
to the match. They were runners up
in the NW Schools Cup Final, losing
narrowly to St Peters from Wigan
in the ﬁnal at the Stobart Stadium,
Widnes.

Another great achievement for
Year 11 student Jack Wright who
has been selected for the England
Youth Rugby League squad.
Jack who plays for Warrington
Wolves under
16 Academy
Team as well
as community
team Rylands,
has been
selected along
with 5 his
teammates
to be part of
the England
National Performance Programme
for 2017. Everyone at BCA would
like to join your team mates at Wire
and Rylands in congratulating you
on this amazing success.

Dylan Stewart (St Margaret’s)
recently won
second place in a
national Jujistsu
competition. Well
done Dylan

NICE MEDAL!

LIFE LONG LEARNING
It’s not just the students that study
at BCA, staff are also encouraged
and supported in their studies.
Every Friday, staff participate in a
training session from 8.15 – 9.15
helped along by a complimentary
breakfast!
Sessions are led by external
agencies of our own very talented
staff! They are also very informative
and give staff lots to think about.
Mrs Curwen has recently set up a
student led Teaching and Learning
group who are providing staff
with feedback about lessons on
behalf of the students and also
encouraging us to try a particular
strategy that they feel has helped
them to engage with learning.
Many of our staff are also involved
in external courses. Recently
Mr Roberts and Mrs Rixham
successfully completed their

Masters in Education. Mr Roberts who
graduated from Edge Hill University, told us
‘I wanted to learn more about different ways
of supporting students to achieve the highest
standards in all aspects of their lives. I was
able to study and put into practice ways of
supporting students with social, emotional
and behavioural difﬁculties and inclusive
practice - I really enjoyed this aspect of my
studies as it really helped me to understand
the challenges that young people face and
how best to help them learn. It was really
tough completing research, assignments
and attending evening lectures whilst being
a teacher and there was plenty of times that
I just wanted to give up. I’m glad I stuck at
it though - my mum and step-dad came to
watch me graduate in December 2016 and it was deﬁnitely my proudest
moment.’
While Mrs Rixham who graduated from the University of Chester was keen to
encourage other staff to engage with further training. ‘There is no denying
that to complete the course while working full time wasn’t always easy but I
am so glad that I completed the course. It was amazing to have my daughter
there with me at the Graduation at Chester Cathedral, it is a day I will never
forget.’
BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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WARRINGTON NEWS
We were overwhelmed by the
response to an amazing project that
we have been involved in recently.
Following an article in the Warrington
Guardian, Chris Hillidge, Director
of STEM at BCA was contacted by a
local family who were looking for a 3D
printer. Their son who is nearly 6 was
born with Symbrachydactyly, so has a
shorter forearm and is missing most of
his hand, only having 2 small ﬁngers.
The family are part of a charity called
‘Reach’, who help children with upper
limb differences, they put the family
in contact with another charity Team
Unlimbited, who donate the 3D plans
for hands. When they saw the FabLab
facilities they realised it was just what
they had been looking for.
Bronwyn, one of our team had
recently graduated with a specialism
in prosthetics so it was a winning
combination of skill and determination
that came together and resulted
in a bespoke prosthetic arm being
produced for Andrew. You may have
seen the story or in the national press.
The family continue to work with our
team to develop their creation in order
to support this wonderful little boy.
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BCA IN THE NEWS
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STEM@BCA
Beamont Collegiate Academy USA Adventure!
In September 2016, 40 students from
our fantastic STEM Assured Academy,
travelled out to Boston and New York
to work with some of the World’s best
Science and Technology universities.

These students are interested in
a career in Science, Technology,
Engineering or Maths (STEM)
and they spent the previous year
fundraising for their journey by
washing cars, packing bags in
supermarkets and holding sponsored
events.

After these amazing experiences
they travelled to New York
to spend time with life sized
dinosaurs at the American
Museum of Natural History. They
looked at the engineering of the
Empire State Building and climbed
the Statue of Liberty – what a trip!

The children studied robotics
at iRobot where military robots
are developed and then spent a
night sleeping aboard a US Navy
Destroyer where they learnt about
how Technology helped the allies win
World War 2.

While visiting America, they worked
with Engineers at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) and
Scientists from Harvard University.
One highlight was working with
Marine Biologists to see whales in
the North Atlantic – a mother and calf
swam just feet away from the boat.

Amazing!
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STEM@BCA
Director of STEM Chris
Hillidge said,

“

We hope to see some of
these students following in
the footsteps of the fantastic
scientists and engineers
we have produced at BCA
over the last few years.
Maybe we will see some of
them studying or working
at Harvard University in
the future and making the
news with their amazing
discoveries!

“

Do you want to:
Fly a drone?
Create new worlds in Minecraft?
Make your own phone app?
Create and fight robots?
Produce your own website for friends to log on to?
Make music using code?
The next dates are:
24th September 12th November 10th December
Primary students must be accompanied by a parent

You can join us on any of the dates, just book in FREE OF CHARGE!
contact us: coderdojo@bca.warrington.ac.uk
To find out more or book a place at any of the events
please contact us at:

Follow us: @dojowarrington

Beamont Collegiate Academy, Long Lane, Warrington, WA2 8PX
Tel: 01925 579500
E: saturdayacademy@bca.warrington.ac.uk W: www.bca.warrington.ac.uk

Come prepared to get stuck in and have some fun

G
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A
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NEWS

Remember the number one Dojo rule - ABOVE ALL: BE COOL!

Here at BCA we want your child to be ready for the challenges of a high tech
career. Our school is STEM assured and children use cutting edge technology
across their lessons. However did you know that at weekends the school runs
one of the biggest STEM clubs in the world?
Our Coder Dojo has been successfully running since 2014 and every month
we offer loads of free activities for North West and BCA children. Its currently
the biggest and one of the most successful Dojos in Europe!
We offer drone pilot lessons, robotics and robot wars competitions,
virtual reality, coding in several computer languages, Raspberry Pi and
BBC Microbit mini computers, website design, 3D design, laser cutting,
3D printing, e-textiles. The list goes on and on!
Your child is well supported by our experts, many of whom work in the Tech
industries. For example, One of our mentors worked on the recent LEGO
movie as a 3D designer!

Why not book into the next FREE session and give it a try?

DOJOCON 2017
TO BE HELD AT BCA IN WARRINGTON!

In Autumn 2017 Beamont Collegiate Academy will host the World
Conference for all coder Dojos. We will host experts from across
the world her in our school where we look at best practice and how
to incorporate technology into all aspects of our lives. It’s a fantastic
honour for the school to host this prestigious event and it recognises
the leading practice that we see in every aspect of school life at BCA.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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STEM@BCA
BCA - A cutting edge curriculum
MEET OUR ‘FAB’ STAFF
Our FabLab is now up and running
and if you haven’t visited us yet then
you don’t know what you’re missing!
Open to the public EVERY
THURSDAY 3 – 8 and EVERY
SATURDAY 9 – 4, the only school
based FabLab is the place to be
creative!
Our FabLab is currently free for
the public of any age to attend
and use! We are a space ﬁlled with
equipment including top of the range
CNC routers, laser cutter and 3D
printing services as well as specialist
woodworking and metalworking
facilities. We have anything you need
to make projects for a purpose, from
wedding stationary and furniture
to bespoke greetings cards and
products. You come, you make and
enjoy creating with likeminded
people!
We run ‘Mini Maker’ sessions for our
future STEM experts so why not sign
up for one of our exciting sessions.
If you like ‘Robot Wars’ then our 2
hour hands on experience where you
will be introduced to the interesting
journey of Robotics through past,
present and far off into the future is
for you.
Want a new jewellery/ storage box for
all your trinkets or give to a friend or
family member as a present? Then our
‘Mini Makes Laser Cutting Event’ is
right up your street. Starting off using
2D Design, along with free open
source software to design and make
your own vector graphics, you can
make your own design to go on the
top of your jewellery box. Not very
good at creating graphics? Not to
worry, you can also download your
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own design from the internet or take
advantage of the skills on offer from
our trained staff team who are always
happy to help! From there you will cut
out your design using the laser cutter
and assemble.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

Visit the website

fablab.warrington.ac.uk
or follow us on Twitter
to ﬁnd out more.

NEW BUILD
What a difference a year makes!
We are now truly at home in our
exciting new build as we enter
the next phase of the project.
Phase one of the programme is
now complete and phase two is
fully underway with the demolition
of the east and west wings plus
the H block complete. The next
phase of the central block is well
underway with the landscape
unrecognisable.
The new sports facilities are
starting to take shape. These
new facilities will include a
refurbishment of our sports hall
and the building of a brand
new ﬁtness suite, dance studio,
changing and reception area.
This second phase of the building
works is scheduled for completion
in the summer term of 2017. In
addition to the indoor sports
facilities, the outside areas will be
fully landscaped and will include
three tennis courts, two netball
courts, a ﬁve a side football pitch
and a multi-use games area. The
outside areas will boast an outdoor
amphitheatre and parking for staff
and visitors.
BCA really is transformed with
amazing facilities including our
FabLab, our brilliant music area
and the exciting textiles and
fashion rooms. Add to that bright
and airy classrooms, state of the
art facilities and a welcoming Heart
Space and you really have a school
our students deserve.

Visit our website for more
photos and updates as they
happen.

Check out our new
Google 360 tour
of the new build

bca.warrington.ac.uk
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LANGUAGES@BCA
European Day of Languages 2016
On Friday the 30th of September
2016, our pupils joined schools all
over Europe in celebrating European
Day of Languages, an event
celebrating linguistic diversity. Here
at BCA we are extremely lucky that
we have a number of pupils who
speak languages other than English
at home, and many of those pupils
volunteered to teach their native
languages to our Year 7s.
In total, 38 pupils from Year 8,
9 and 10 and one teacher (Mr
Casimo, the new MFL teacher here
at BCA) designed and delivered
a carousel of activities teaching
Year 7 pupils a taster of 15 different
languages.

The day was a wonderful celebration
of the many different languages
spoken just within our own school, it
was brilliant to see our pupils taking
such an interest in communicating
in other languages and I hope it has
helped native English speakers to
gain an insight into the challenges
faced by their peers who don’t speak
English at home.

I really enjoyed languages
day because I had never
learnt many of those
languages before. It was
fun to see that there are so
many different languages
in our school. My favourite

I’d like to say a huge well done
and thank you to all of the pupils
who taught at the event, they did a
fabulous job! In addition, I need to
commend year 7 on the way in which
they approached the day, with real
determination and enthusiasm! Here
is what some of our pupils had to say:

Pupils were able to try LATVIAN,
Eisha Mir & Jade Linaker worked
MANDARIN, FILIPINO, SIGN
together to teach Urdu, which is the
LANGUAGE, POLISH, SPANISH,
language Eisha’s family speak:
RUSSIAN, URDU, CZECH, ITALIAN,
HINDI, PORTUGUESE, ROMANIAN
AND ARABIC and they learned a
number of different topics, such as
It was a really good experience
family members, numbers, colours,
and we had fun teaching the year
body parts and animals as well as how
7s, the kids participated more
to have everyday conversations.
than we expected and some of

I was hugely impressed with

them were really good at learning

the way in which our older

the language and picked up the

pupils taught their “classes”

words really quickly. They listened

and the way in which the year

carefully and did what we asked

7s responded, they were full

them to, overall it was a really

of enthusiasm and picked up

good experience and we had fun!

the new words very quickly!
Our “teachers” nominated
the Year 7s they felt had done
an outstanding job and I
collated the nominations from
all of the groups, picking 10
overall winners who were then
awarded certificates by Mr
McLoughlin, Head of Year 7.
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Megan Thomason, a Year 7 pupil,
also shared her review of the day:
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language was Polish
because there were lots of
different activities to do. I
also really enjoyed doing
Sign Language. The day
overall was very enjoyable
and a great experience.

THANKS TO THE
FOLLOWING PUPILS
FOR TEACHING
LANGUAGES:
Dagnija Berzina
Daniela Krauca
Sintija Pauca

LANGUAGES@BCA
European Day of Languages 2016
On Friday the 24th June 2016 we went on a trip to Priestley College on
Loushers Lane. We started with a French taster session to see how it is
taught at college and after that we had a bit of fun learning some German.
We took part in a general knowledge quiz about Germany, we all found it
rather fun and enjoyable. Then we spent some time speaking to each other
in German and that too was fun.
Later on, we separated into two small groups and we were given a tour of
the college by some current students. After the tour, the students spoke to
us about college life and it was very interesting.

“I learnt a lot and I liked learning how

“I really enjoyed learning about all the

to speak German.” – Caitlin Thomas

courses that are available at Priestley.”
- Abigail Fraser

“I really enjoyed learning
German as I have never
learned a language other
than French. I enjoyed
looking around the college
and it has helped me to
think about what I want to
do after school.” - Sophie
Bishop

“I really enjoyed learning about the
Caribbean in French and what food and
culture they have there.”
– Rebecca Clarke

Primary Languages Day
Our languages leaders have also worked with several of our local primary schools giving them a taste of mfl
lessons at BCA. Both staff and students enjoyed the event – particularly the Beamont Bonjour Café.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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FACING ADVERSITY
Andy Reid visit
We were delighted to welcome exserviceman Andy Reid into BCA last
month. Andy delivered assemblies
to Years 7 – 10 to share his amazing
story. Whilst in Afgahansian in 2009
Andy was injured by an IED causing
him life changing injuries. Andy is not
one to wallow in self-pity rather he has
demonstrated immense courage in
overcoming adversity and now shares
his story with others. His presentation
was truly inspirational, Andy manages
to share his experiences with honesty
and humour.

able to discuss these characteristics
in more detail. He also ran a Q &
A session to support our career
pathways, meeting with students who
have expressed an interest in joining
the armed forces.
We are looking forward to inviting
Andy back into BCA in the near future
and supporting his fundraising events.

Andy’s message echoed our
BCA Characteristics of Greatness
particularly of resilience and
determination. Some of our students
were lucky enough to join Andy
for smaller session were they were

COGS (Characteristics of Greatness)
The ﬁrst of our students have
received their special COGS tie.
This is awarded to students who
demonstrated excellence around
the COGS –our Characteristics of
Greatness. These are curiosity,
tolerance, resilience, self –
reﬂection, determination and
aspiration. What will you do to
earn yours?
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Secondary Ability Day

“

Macualey Ellis, Tom Roberts,
Leo Taylor and Luke Brownlee
represented Beamont Collegiate
Academy at the Secondary
Ability Day, at Orford Jubilee
Hub. They competed in sports
such as, tennis, Blind football,
golf and indoor rowing. Their
behaviour and team work was
impeccable. We are so proud
they brought home medals. Well
done boys, hope you can come
back next time!

“

Miss Harrison and Mrs Birchall

Silver Service at BCA

At BCA we value the importance
of manners and positive social
behaviour. So much so that we
reward students each week for
displaying these behaviours with a
place on the ‘Golden Table’.
Students from Year 7 and 8 are
nominated by our catering and
support staff and are rewarded with
a place on the table where they are
served a lunch of their choice by a
member of the SLT.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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ENRICHMENT
Oxford... Cambridge...Beamont
Our Year 9 students have taken to the
water as members of British Rowing’s
‘Oarsome’ Project.
HARRY MUCKLEY, LUKE
HOCKENHULL, TYLER BIRCHALL,
SHAUN LEICESTER, SHANNON
MCLAUGHLIN, BRTTANY
CARTLEDGE, SHARMILA ALAM
AND ELLIE JONES ARE THE LUCKY
FEW WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THIS
AMAZING ENRICHMENT PROJECT.
British Rowing are looking to secure
some Rio Olympic Medallists as
part of the Oarsome project, and
BCA students are at the forefront of
their search. Students were initially
selected for the Oarsome project
because staff at BCA believed they
had the drive and determination to
become successful athletes within
the sport, and the selection coaches
conﬁrmed this at the selection
event held in September at Priestley
College.

Expectations are high and full
commitment to the project is
essential. The 2 hour long gruelling
training takes place on Wednesdays at
Warrington Rowing club. The conduct
of the squads has been impeccable
with everyone demonstrating
the determination, resilience and
aspiration expected of a BCA student
and British Rowing coach Phil Lyons
regularly compliments the squads for
their excellent behaviour, resilience
and determination when training in
sometimes atrocious conditions!
Shannon McGlaughlin; ‘I really
enjoy the rowing. It’s a new
experience that I would never
have thought of doing. To
have the opportunity to do
it is amazing! I now use my
rowing machine at home to
get stronger and improve my
technique.’

This year, our Year 7 pupils got to
stay overnight in a Bunk Barn in
Yorkshire. It was cool! They got to
make lots of friends in their form as
well as get to know some of their new
teachers.

CAVING, CLIMBING AND
NIGHT ORIENTEERING WERE
SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES
THEY GOT TO DO.

IT WAS AMAZING!
16
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Luke Hockenhull; ‘It’s an
experience of a lifetime a one in
a million chance! I have great fun
when we are doing it and it helps
me develop my resilience.’

The exciting news is that this
project will potentially continue
until the end of Year 11, by which
time they could be competing at
Junior National Level!

ENRICHMENT
Beamont strike again!
Mr Hesford and Mr Millburn have
led their teams to victory with
a place in the ﬁnal. Mr Foster
congratulated the managers on
their success but told them

s!

res
P
e
f th
o
t
Ho

“

Hopefully you can both use
the Easter break to plan
your tactics and formations
(3-5-2 like Chelsea with
wing backs, Sven’s famous
Christmas tree formation
or Stoke’s long ball tactic)
ready to beat Penketh and
bring some silverware back
to BCA.

“
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Not that we are competitive at BCA!

Good luck to all the teams involved.

Wolves show their support

Kevin Penny called into BCA to show
his support to the Year 7 Rugby team
before one of their major games.
He was happy to offer support and
advice whilst posing for selﬁes
and signing shirts! Thanks for the
motivational talks they obviously
paid off.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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PERFORM AT BCA
The bright lights of BCA
‘THE SUN’LL COME OUT’ FOR OUR
LATEST PERFORMANCE AS OUR
ANNIE CAST TAKE TO THE STAGE.
Back in November over 100 of our
students auditioned for our next
big performance which this year is
the wonderful musical of Annie. The
roles were revealed in one of the
most tensely awaited outcomes in
Academy history.

DISNEY!
Over 20 of our students have
successfully auditioned to take part
in the Disney Dance show to be
held at Euro Disney later this year.
This is a remarkable opportunity for
these young dancers to excel at this
tremendous occasion and yet another
example of the many opportunities
open to students at BCA.

BCA PERFORM– THEY CAME,
THEY SAW, THEY CONQUERED
Thirty of our most talented actors
took part in a performance of
Julius Caesar as part of the
Shakespeare in Schools Festival.
‘Lend me you ears’ for this amazing
review from William Donaldson,
SSF Stage Director:

“
Staff and students await the
BIG reveal following auditions
for ‘Annie’
Rehearsals are now well under way for
our summer performance with Halle
Driscoll in Year 8 taking the lead
role of Annie. Keep in touch on social
media for tickets to go on sale. This is
one show that is not to be missed.

HOT NEW TALENT TAKES TO THE
STAGE
As if the Performing Arts department
haven’t been busy enough, they
have also presented three showcase
evenings to celebrate the immense
talent at BCA. From music to dance
to drama they go from strength to
strength wowing audiences every
time.

“

WE CAN’T WAIT FOR
NEXT YEAR’S ENTRY!

The lead role of ‘Annie’ is revealed
Make sure you join us in the summer
term to watch the BCA performance
of Annie.
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‘You gave us a brilliant
version of Julius Caesar,
ﬁlled with rock and roll
Romans! I loved how
brilliantly disciplined
your work was. The use
of ensemble in chanting,
drumming, and clicking
of drumsticks was highly
atmospheric and grabbed
the audience’s attention
right from the start. What
impressed me the most
about your show was how
you managed to weave
this tale of conspiracy and
murder with punch, energy,
and bags of attitude. The
costumes, make-up, and
ﬁerce characters were
amazing to watch, as was
the cast headbanging to
Caesar as a Rock-God.
This was a unﬂinching and
unrelenting production told
by a committed, bold, and
brash cast.’

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

PERFORM AT BCA
From Beamont to Hollywood
World renowned artists and
sculptor and ex Beamont student
Mike Hill shared some trade
secrets with our GCSE Art students
earlier this term. Mrs Aspey, Head
of Art told us,

“

‘The students were star
struck, they were so
engaged by what Mike had
to say, ‘

Gorilla was real but his nan explained
it was created as a model. From then
on Mike dug up his own clay to start
making models and then developed
into using latex as he left school and
got money from a YTS.
He then got a job model making
with a company in Manchester and
ﬁnally got a break when someone
recommend his work to Hollywood.

He talked about his life as a model
maker and how he has met stars and
directors to some of the big ﬁlms. He
talked about the hours he worked long and painstaking at times.
Mike was a real inspiration, we were
delighted to hear his trade secrets.

“

Mollie Grannell showed Mike
her horror makeup images and
Morgan showed him his models of
zombies. Mike was very good and
talked to each of them about how
they could use different materials
to create different effects.
Mike talked about how his
successful career began, he
became interested in models of
monsters when he watched King
Kong with his nan as a young lad.
He though at this point that the

An ‘arresting performance’ from BCA

PC Burns commended the students
on their commitment and talent ‘the
pupils were a credit to the school. It
is testament to the staff and students
that they are prepared to give up their
holidays to support this vital training
exercise.’

Not once but twice now, Miss
Burns and Miss Curwen have taken
a group of our talented actors
to the Police training centre to
participate in role plays. These
have formed a major part of the
assessment of new recruits to the
force.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Students take the Lead at BCA
The Academy have a vocal and very
proactive Student Parliament in
place. They meet every week after
school in the amazing Conference
Room to share ideas, celebrate
success and discuss how they can
move things forward at the Academy.
They always have lots to talk about
and take their role very seriously. We
invite key members of staff to join
us to enable us to put our plans into
action.

HOBY Leadership Event
Hot on the heels of Head Boy
Connor Lightfoot, Amy-Grace Riley
and Karly Rowlands have attended
this year’s HOBY leadership
course. This annual event which is a
residential held a Lancaster University,
is a great way to develop your
leadership skills, meet new people
and develop your confidence.

Our most recent meetings have been
with Mr Moorcroft, Principal, Mrs
Gannon, Director of Facilities and Mr
Milburn, Assistant Principal.
Mrs Rixham who facilitates the group
told us

“

The group don’t hold back
with the questions they
ask. They really push for
detailed responses and
expect to leave a meeting
with focused and agreed
actions. Lots of changes have
been put in place following
their feedback; they play
a vital role in the life of the
Academy.

Language Leaders
Our Language Leaders team have
gone from strength to strength this
year with two more events planned
and delivered with great success. Mrs
Ivins Transition Coordinator works
with Mrs Molynuex and her team to
plan these exciting enrichment days
for our local primary school. She told
us

““

The group meet every Thursday
after school. If you want to join us or
have some ideas you would like to put
forward speak to your representatives
today. We have a new noticeboard
in the Dining Room where you can
keep up to date or why not look for
our new initiatives being shared on
the screens around school?
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The students were a credit
to BCA. They were helpful,
knowledgeable and
enthusiastic. It was ‘tres bon’!

“

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

Make Your Mark’ Gold
Democracy Award October
2016
At Beamont Collegiate Academy
we believe that students
should be given a wide range
of opportunities to develop
and practise leadership skills
in preparation for life beyond
school. We believe in equipping
our students with the skills and
knowledge to play a full and active
part in society, through citizenship
and democracy.
On the 13th November 2015 –
Members of UK Youth Parliament
came together to debate and
decide at their meeting in the
House of Commons the most
important issue to campaign
on for the year ahead. The UK
Youth Parliament is the only
organisation that is allowed to
sit in the House of Commons
They make their decisions from
the top 5 issues voted on by
young people across the UK. The
topics on the ballot paper were all
decided by Members of the Youth
Parliament at the Annual Sitting in
July 2015.
Beamont Collegiate Academy
was awarded the Gold
Democracy Award for its
participation in this ballot.
98% of the student population
engaged in the activity as part of a
tutor time activity.
Students and staff discussed the
issues raised and cast their vote on
the issue most important to them.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
We encourage involvement with
IMPACT, Warrington’s Youth
Council and have several students
who are actively involved including
the role of Secretary. Due to our
involvement with this campaign
we were invited to participate in
the shortlisting for the nominations
for the MYP for Warrington. The
whole school have just voted for
this prestigious position and Luke
Corbishly continues to play a key
role in this group.

‘Wise Up’ Bronze Award
February 2017
The Wise Up initiative is led
by the Warrington Hate Crime
and Incident Partnership Board,
supported by the borough council
and Cheshire Police.

The scheme was launched in 2014
to promote awareness of hate crime
in schools and to reward actions to
combat bullying and hate crime.
BCA were one of 17 local schools
who were recognised for making
‘impressive efforts towards tackling
bullying and hate crime’ at a special
ceremony. Awards are given in
recognition for their demonstration
of the importance of creating a safe
environment where children can be
free from bullying or hate crime.

those who may feel vulnerable or
targeted because of a disability, or
because they come from a minority
ethnic background or because of
their sexual orientation or religious
beliefs was also recognised.
A huge well done to the Student
Parliament who compiled their own
entry with great success. We will be
going for gold next year!

BCA were commended on their
student voice outcomes which
stated that students felt safe at BCA.
The REPSECT programme which
promotes the need to be aware of

MEET THE TEACHER - MISS HIGHAM
WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GO
INTO TEACHING?

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP AND GO
TO SCHOOL?

WHAT IMPRESSES YOU ABOUT
BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY?

I wanted to do something Drama or

I grew up in Warrington (Just around the

Ever since I started at BCA, the thing that

Arts related but for purposes further

corner in Old Hall to be precise). I went

impressed me the most was the warm

than entertainment. I also really like

to Penketh High School and stayed there

and welcoming atmosphere. Both staff

working with young people. After

for Sixth form. For University I stayed

and students here have a great sense of

exploring a few paths after university I

fairly close to home and went to LIPA in

humour and there are definitely some

thought about teaching – and here we

Liverpool.

future stars of stage and screen in the

are!

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE YOUR
SPECIFIC SUBJECT?

cohort – the performing talent is second to

WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND
INTERESTS?
I enjoy travelling an awful lot (My aim is to

My degree was all about Political

visit 30 countries by the time I’m 30). So

Theatre and Democracy because in

every half term or school holidays you can

college I was stuck between Politics,

guarantee I’ve searched for the cheapest

History and Drama, and didn’t know

and best deal so I can go away after saving

which to study! I found Drama the most

my pennies – even if it’s just for a day or

engaging and also I liked the idea of

two.

none!
Y

MEET THE
TEACHER
X

being able to be creative in my job for
the rest of my life.
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FOCUS ON LITERACY
Tomorrow’s writers today
‘You sort of start
thinking anything’s
possible if you’ve got
the nerve’
JK Rowling
Our writers of the future have
certainly been inspired at BCA. We
have had the pleasure of working with
three of the country’s top authors,
Curtis Jobling, Jon Mayhew and
Cathy Cassidy.
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All three amazing writers have
delivered inspirational talks to
students at BCA and our partner
primary schools from the BOLD
cluster as well as taking the time
out to share their secrets for how to
write a good story.
We have been truly inspired by their
words and it has been inspiring to
read what our writers of the future
have to share.
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STUDENT WELFARE
Meet the Student Welfare Team
The academy is a tolerant, safe
and respectful environment.
Students enjoy coming to and feel
safe whilst they are here according
to our most recent student survey.
Attendance is maintaining over
95%, surpassing the national
average for the ﬁrst time in the
school’s history. We are the
2nd best attended high school
in Warrington with the best
rate of persistent absence in
Warrington!
Students have an amazing
welfare team to support them.
The pastoral team is made up

of Progress Leaders and Pastoral
Support Assistants. Progress leaders
focus on the “ﬁve pillars” of every
student, achievement, attendance,
behaviour, punctuality and rewards.
Read on to ﬁnd to more:
PROGRESS LEADERS:
Your Progress Leader can help you
with a problem that you may have.
Find your PL and talk to them about
any issues …remember, ‘A trouble
shared is a trouble halved’.
PASTORAL SUPPORT ASSISTANTS:
All staff are here to help but if you
need speciﬁc support we have
members of staff speﬁcally trained in

key areas:
Miss Whitﬁeld: KS4 Pastoral Support,
Alternative Curriculum Co-ordinator,
Safeguarding Team, LGBT QI Lead
Mrs Stamp: Key Stage 3 Pastoral
Support, Transition supports Yrs 6 – 7,
Safeguarding Team, Mental Health
Lead, Anti—bullying Lead
Mr Shaw: Manager of Internal
Exclusion, Pastoral support Year7,
Anti-bullying co-ordinator

tellus@bca.warrington.ac.uk
Feeling got at?
Low mood?
Concerned about a friend?
Are you under too much pressure?
Feeling embarrassed about something?
Do you need to offload something?
Made a bad decision?
Have you witnessed bullying?
Is somebody putting you under pressure?
Are you concerned about self-harm?
Are you feeling upset about cyber bullying?
Do you feel unsafe?
Are you anxious about something on-line?
Are you being bullied?

tellus@bca.warrington.ac.uk
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Keep up to date with the Academy
Visit our website for regular updates and key information about the Academy at:

www.bca.warrington.ac.uk
...by
following
us on
Twitter

Receive
daily
updates...

DOWNLOAD
OUR NEW
APP

Search
for your
favourite
department

...and
Facebook

“I can, I do and I will be”

@Beamont Collegiate Academy
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PERFORMING
ARTS

10.00 - 11.30am

Come along and be
creative at BCA Performing
Arts. Learn to sing, dance
and act with our LIPA
trained team. Fab, fun and
really friendly!
Year 2 upwards

Every Term Time
Saturday !

0
£1.0ss
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0
£1.0ss
ion
per se

50p ion
ss
per se

KARATE

FREE

BOP

STREET

10.00 - 10.45am
Bring your little ones on a
journey of discovery through
movement. Let them use their
imagination to create dances
using lots of different
tecniques such as ballet,
tap, modern, cheer leading,
contemporary and street.

11.30 - 12.30am

10.45 - 11.30am

10.30 - 12.15am

Come along and learn
to pop, lock and bounce
with BCA street dance.
A cool and energy fuelled
class for everyone who
wants to find their inner
rhythm.

Learn new skills and
self defence, get fit and
build self confidence
with BCA Karate. Learn
from one of the best.

Drop in and get involved
with different types of sports.
Included: football,
badminton, basketball,
tennis, dodgeball and many,
e
r notic
furthe
many more!
d until

Ages 3-6

Year 2 upwards

Year 2 upwards

SPORTS CLUB

ne

Postpo

Year 2 upwards

Girls and boys are welcome to all our classes

Saturday Academy

To find out more or book a place at any of the events
please contact us at:
Beamont Collegiate Academy, Long Lane, Warrington, WA2 8PX T: 01925 579500 E: saturdayacademy@bca.warrington.ac.uk W: www.bca.warrington.ac.uk

BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY
LONG LANE
WARRINGTON
WA2 8PX
Tel: 01925 579500 Fax: 01925 579505
Email: mail@bca.warrington.ac.uk

