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WELCOME BACK
It was wonderful to welcome back 
all staff and students after the 
long summer break. Holidays are 
great but there is nothing better 
than watching the corridors of 
the school building fill up with 
the excited faces of our amazing 
young people ready to embark 
upon another school year. We 
have more students than ever 
before this year as we were, once 
again, massively over-subscribed 
in Year 7 which is a strong vote of 
confidence from the young people 
and parents in the community we 
serve. I would also like to offer a 
special welcome to the 187 new 
students who join us in Year 7 this 
year and wish you a happy and 
successful school career at BCA.

REFLECTIONS
This time of year is a time for all of 
us to reflect back on the previous 
school year and to learn from our 
success and from our failures. 
This principle applies to school 
staff and students. 2016-17 was a 
very successful year at BCA for a 
number of reasons:

In June we received a very strong 
Ofsted report which recognised 
the high quality of the provision at 
BCA and the huge improvements 
we have made here over the last 4 
years;
In August, all of the work on our 
new building and facilities was 
completed and we now have a 
fully functioning school with some 
of the best facilities in the local 
area and beyond;
All of the data we submit 
in relation to behaviour and 
attendance was excellent and 
shows further improvements in 
these areas and all of our students 
leaving Year 11 went on to further 
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education, employment or training;
We became founder members of 
The Challenge Academy Trust (TCAT) 
with several other local schools and 
Priestley College. This is an innovative 
and truly collaborative trust which, 
we know, will create a whole range of 
opportunities for the young people of 
Warrington and for the staff within the 
institutions involved;
To top it all off, we enjoyed a strong 
set of GCSE outcomes on results 
day in August which showed further 
improvements & strong performances 
in many subjects despite it being 
a very tumultuous year in terms of 
curriculum & assessment reform.

These are broad headlines but, 
far more important to us, are the 
individual achievements of the young 
people in our care. GCSE Results 
day is always a day when all of these 
achievements and endeavours are 
brought sharply in to focus and this 
year did not disappoint. I must draw 
particular attention to two students, 
Sophie Gibbons and James Spiers, 
who secured grade 9s which are 
the new highest possible grades 
surpassing the A*, this places them in 
the top 2-3% of the country. These are 
just two and there were many, many 
more students who worked incredibly 
hard and achieved the results they 
deserved.

All of these individual success stories 
will tell you their achievement was 
a product of hard work both inside 
and outside the classroom. Their 
success was born from a positive 
attitude and a strong desire to 
achieve their potential, from having 
the determination to succeed and 
the resilience to handle the knocks. 
Success is a product of ambition. 

Our fundamental aim is to ensure 
that all of our young people have the 
skills, qualifications and experience 

which will enable them to go on to 
have rich and successful lives. We 
encourage our students to believe 
that, with hard work, anything is 
possible and that their only limitations 
are the ones they impose upon 
themselves. Our students embody 
this attitude and we witnessed this on 
results day when we saw lots of our 
young people jumping for joy as they 
opened their envelopes. 

AUTUMN TERM
Looking ahead, it is a busy term 
with lots of important events and 
activities in the calendar to look 
forward to. Alongside the daily menu 
of lessons and enrichment activities, 
our Year 7 students will go on their 
residential trip to North Yorkshire, 
we will hold our Year 6 open evening 
on 26th September, our performing 
arts students will take part in the 
Shakespeare in Schools festival 
and there is a student parliament 
trip to the Houses of Parliament in 
London. We are also really honoured 
to have been selected from schools 
and institutions across the world 
to host the annual global DojoCon 
conference on 13th-15th October. 
This prestigious event will celebrate 
cutting edge projects from around 
the world in the fields of computer 
coding, robotics, technology and 
engineering and delegates from 
around the world will travel to BCA 
to attend. This event is open to the 
public so feel free to find out more on 
our website. 

So, in short, we have achieved a lot to 
shout about in 2017 but even greater 
things lie ahead.
Best wishes
Mr A Moorcroft BA (Hons), NPQH
Principal

Produced and edited by Claire Rixham and Bev Ivins at BCA.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about the Academy  including transition and admissions.
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BCA SUCCESSES
Flying High Awards Evening 2017

BCA SUCCESSES

GCSE outcomes were strong in 
many areas in 2017 and a number 
of subject areas performed better 
than in 2016. Particularly impressive 
were the results in GCSE English, 
GCSE English Literature and 
GCSE maths where students sat the 
reformed and much more challenging 
exams. 

The Academy saw improved 
performance in a number of areas 
including English Literature, 
maths, history and French. Students 
also secured a range of vocational 
qualifications with record numbers 
securing the higher grades of merits 
and distinctions.  Visit our website for 
a more detailed breakdown of results. 
 
We are very proud of our staff and 
students who worked tirelessly to 
achieve these results. We had some 
outstanding individual results and 
wish our Class of 2017 all the best 
for the wonderful future that they 
deserve.

Each year we come together to 
celebrate the many successes 
of the Academy and reward the 
students for their efforts and 
achievements. 

Nominations are made by staff 
across the Academy and can be 
made for effort, achievement, 
attendance, commitment to school 
life and academic progress. 

Over 100 students were invited 
having received the highest 
number of nominations in their 
respective year groups, a great 
achievement in itself. 

Special awards are presented for 
each subject area with the hugely 
anticipate Principal’s Award going 
to a students from each year 
group. Our special guests this year 
where Benn Dunn, Founder of the 
River Reeves Foundation Charity 
and ‘old boy’ 

Stuart Brown who is a leading figure 
in out alumni project. Special thanks 
goes to our guests for making the 
evening extra special.

This year the Principal’s Wards went to 
the following students:
Year 7 – Izabella Gabel
Year 8 – Abbie WAtkins
Year 9 – Caitlin Molyneux 
Year 10 – Olivia O’Neill  
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WARRINGTON NEWS

To make your own particle 
accelerator, you need to start with a 
salad bowl and some metallic tape 
… 

Youngsters attending an activity 
workshop at Beamont Collegiate 
Academy in Warrington on 1st 
April 2017 were be given the 
opportunity to become accelerator 
scientists for the day.

The northwest has world-leading 
expertise in accelerator science, 
a technology that underpins 
many of the innovations that have 
radically changed our lives over 
recent years, from semiconductors 
for computing through to beams 
for cancer treatments.  A good 
example is the new proton therapy 
service due to open in Liverpool’s 
Knowledge Quarter in 2019, 
which offers particular benefits for 
children and those with hard to 
reach cancers.

To excite the next generation with 
the potential of beam technology 
and the careers that it offers, the 
Cockcroft Institute – an international 
centre of excellence in accelerator 
science and technology – has 
teamed up with the Beamont 
Collegiate Academy to create an 
interactive accelerator experience.

YOUNGSTERS TO 
DISCOVER NW IS A 
POWERHOUSE FOR 
ACCELERATOR SCIENCE
Cockcroft Institute to offer hair-raising 
experience at Beamont workshop

Beamont is the only school in the UK to 
run a FabLab, which is fully equipped 
with computer-controlled tools and is 
capable of making ‘almost anything’. 
Chris Hillidge, Assistant Principal 
Director of STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Manufacturing) at 
the Academy, says that getting hands-
on experience is invaluable.

“Accelerator science requires 
engineers and technicians and offers 
the chance of challenging and well-
paid careers. Giving young people 
the opportunity to tackle a project 
alongside scientists in the field creates 
a personal introduction to an area of 
physics that their teachers may be 
unfamiliar with.”

Youngsters from 8-18 gained an insight 
into how real particle accelerators work 
by participating in a demonstration 
that will involve using a salad bowl as 
an accelerator.

They got a hair-raising experience 
from a Van de Graaff generator, which 
creates static electricity. One of the 
early accelerators at the Daresbury 
Laboratory – where the Cockcroft 
Institute is based –  used beams from 
a tandem Van de Graaff generator to 
provide detailed information about 
the structure of an atom’s nucleus.

Dr Ricardo Torres, project manager 
at the Cockcroft Institute, is keen to 
work with more schools. The Institute 
is co-ordinating several pan-European 
training networks supporting the 
development of new tools and 
techniques in accelerator science, 
and the participants have a promising 
future.

“The world’s biggest experiment is in 
particle science and we are trying to 
answer the big questions about the 
universe,” Dr Torres explains. “But the 
technology that is being created to do 
this science also has applications in 
medicine and industry. By teaming up 
with Beamont we hope to give young 
people a taster of this exciting field of 
science and its potential.”

BCA SUCCESSES
Sports Successes

BCA SPORTS DAY 2017
On a glorious day in July BCA held 
another outstanding Sports Day at 
Victoria Park. A great day was had by 
all with some amazing demonstration 
of resilience and determination. All 
participants deserve credit but special 
recognition must go to the following 
tutor groups who were the winners in 
their year group:

FOOTBALL UPDATES
The Year 10 football team had a very 
successful season finishing 2nd in the 
league only missing out on top spot 
by one point, but with a superior goal 
difference.

They also made it to the Warrington 
Town Finals facing Penketh. Straight 
from the kick off BCA looked in 
total control moving the ball around 
the field with ease showing great 
composure. The defence were solid 
and the midfield pressed hard with 
Penketh rarely managing to get into 
our half. BCA Midfielders and strikers 
created numerous opportunities as 
the first half progressed, gradually 
applying the pressure until Connor 
Spiers latched onto a  cross, skilfully 
converting it past the motionless 
Penketh keeper. Only 2 minutes later 
the Penketh defence were broken 
down again with George Roby 
scoring with a well taken strike to 
make it 2 – 0 at half time.

The second half saw BCA apply 
further pressure with George Roby 
scoring his second following a well 
worked team move. Penketh heads 
went down with BCA applying more 
and more pressure until Connor 
Spiers latched onto a through ball 
Scoring his second with 5 minutes to 
go. To put the icing on the cake Lewis 
Stanway scored a brilliant individual 
effort to win the game 3 – 0.
Congratulations to the squad for a 
great season.

RUGBY CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to the Yr 7 
rugby team who have had an 
outstanding season. They won the 
Warrington Schools Cup, were 
finalists in the NW Schools Cup 
and were semi- finalists in the 
English Schools National Cup 
losing both to St Peters, Wigan. 
The Y9 Rugby team also deserve 
out congratulations, they were 
beaten finalists in the Warrington 
Schools Cup after a fantastic 
season.

SPORTSMAN’S DINNER
BCA’s sports stars were celebrated 
at our Annual Sports Awards 
Evening in July. This year we 
returned to the Hallmark Hotel in 
Warrington, previously known as 
the Fir Grove. It was a wonderful 
evening and were delighted to be 
joined by Ex Beamont student 
and Widnes Vikings player 
Danny Walker.

Team and individual successes 
were rewarded with the top 
awards of Sport Person of the year. 
Third place George Roby
Second place Tom Smith
First place Tom Forber

Danny Walker answered some 
tough questions from the students 
and offered some great advice to 
our future stars.

Seren Morris wowed us all with her 
record results at shot put recording 
an amazing 8.30m! Seren has now 
joined the Warrington Athletic Team 
and we can’t wait to hear about her 
progress.

YEAR TUTOR GROUP

7 7T MR JONES

8 8A MISS TURNER

9 9E MR ROBERTS

10 10E MRS CURWEN
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Here at BCA we want your child to be ready for the challenges of a high tech career. 
Our school is STEM assured and children use cutting edge technology across their 
lessons. However did you know that at weekends the school runs one of the biggest 
STEM clubs in the world?
 
Our Coder Dojo has been successfully running since 2014 and every month we offer 
loads of free activities for North West and BCA children. Its currently the biggest and 
one of the most successful Dojos in Europe!
 We offer drone pilot lessons, robotics and robot wars competitions, virtual 
reality, coding in several computer languages, Raspberry Pi and BBC Microbit 
mini computers, website design, 3D design, laser cutting, 3D printing, e-textiles. 
The list goes on and on!
 
Your child is well supported by our experts, many of whom work in the Tech 
industries. For example, One of our mentors worked on the recent LEGO movie as a 
3D designer!
 
Why not book into the next FREE session and give it a try?
 

 DOJOCON 2017
 TO BE HELD AT BCA IN WARRINGTON!
 
In Autumn 2017 Beamont Collegiate Academy will host the World 
Conference for all coder Dojos. We will host experts from across 
the world her in our school where we look at best practice and how 
to incorporate technology into all aspects of our lives.  It’s a fantastic 
honour for the school to host this prestigious event and it recognises 
the leading practice that we see in every aspect of school life at BCA.

MEGA DOJO SUNDAY 15TH OCTOBER

STEM@BCA STEM@BCA
United Utilities

D o  y o u  w a n t  t o :
F l y  a  d r o n e ?
C r e a t e  n e w  w o r l d s  i n  M i n e c r a f t ?
M a k e  y o u r  o w n  p h o n e  a p p ?
C r e a t e  a n d  f i g h t  r o b o t s ?
Produce your own website for friends to log on to?
M a k e  m u s i c  u s i n g  c o d e ?

To find out more or book a place at any of the events 
please contact us at: 

Beamont Collegiate Academy, Long Lane, Warrington, WA2 8PX

Tel: 01925 579500      

E: saturdayacademy@bca.warrington.ac.uk  W: www.bca.warrington.ac.uk
Come prepared to get stuck in and have some fun
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The next dates are:

You can join us on any of the dates, just book in FREE OF CHARGE!

contact us: coderdojo@bca.warrington.ac.uk

Follow us: @dojowarrington

Primary students must be accompanied by a parent

24th September  12th November  10th December

BREAKING
NEWS

30 students from Beamont Collegiate 
Academy, Bridgewater High School 
and Sir Thomas Boteler in Warrington, 
who are part of the The Challenge 
Academy Trust converged on United 
Utilities head office to find out what 
a career in the water industry is all 
about.

As part of national Learning Week the 
local year 9 and 10 students found 
out what opportunities are available 
in the water industry, with the aim of 
inspiring them to consider a career 
with United Utilities in the future.

The students had a peek behind 
the scenes to see how science and 
engineering play a massive part in 
ensuring 7 million customers receive 
clean, clear water each day.  

The event was led by current United 
Utilities graduates and apprentices 
who were on hand to show the 
students around and discuss what 
roles and careers are available.

Sally Cabrini Business Services 
Director from United Utilities said 
“Attracting and inspiring the next 
generation of employees to the water 
industry will be critical to our future 
success. Water is an essential part of 
all of our lives, and it was fantastic to 
share with such enthusiastic students 
some of the opportunities we can 
offer at United Utilities”.
Chris Hillidge from Beamont 
Collegiate Academy said: “We are 
one of the country’s leading STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Maths) academies and we welcome 
the opportunity to work with United 

Utilities to give our students 
amazing opportunities such as 
this”

“The students got to see close up 
the important work that United 
Utilities do but also the chance 
to discuss career choices with 
employees from executive board 
level to young apprentices just 
starting on their STEM careers. 
I’m sure our students will go on 
to some exciting and rewarding 
careers in partnership with United 
Utilities.”

United Utilities is the North West’s 
only FTSE100 company and is 
recognised as one of the top 
employers of apprentices in the 
UK.

With thanks to United Utilites.

FAB LAB go Back to the Future

In another exciting and innovative 
project, Fab Lab staff are working 
with Lee Mcstein, an expert 
in ancient Egyptian historic 
monuments and 3D scanning 
and printing.  The team are 
working on producing a unique 
exhibition combining objects from 
Mrs Goodison’s collection with 
masterpieces from the UK and 
international collections which will 
be exhibited in Southport. 

Evoking the bustling Egyptian 
tourist scene of the 1890s, loans 
of sketches, letters, and objects 
will link Mrs Goodison with 
pioneering female collectors, 
writers, and excavators, including 
Amelia Edwards, founder of the 
Egypt Exploration Society. Within 
this collection is an incomplete 
(damaged) artefact from an 
ancient Egyptian artist. We will 
be working with Lee McStein to 
complete a restoration of this 
artefact – complete a detailed CAD 
drawing and 3D printing this so 
both old and new parts can be 
combined for the first time to give 
the audience the experience of the 
complete object.

This is a revolutionary approach 
within the world of historic 
artefacts and something that’s 
definitely going to grab people’s 
attention.

The exhibition can be viewed at 
The Atkinson, Southport from 
Saturday 23 September 2017 - 
Saturday 10 March 2018

Mr Ingman told us ‘This is one of 
the first historic commissions we 
as a Fab Lab have been able to be 
part of. This is an amazing idea that 
completes and restores old historic 
monuments and artefacts that 
are damaged/ incomplete using 
completely new technologies 
including 3D printing.’

Visit the website 
fablab.warrington.ac.uk 

or follow us on Twitter
to find out more.

Open to the public EVERY 
THURSDAY 3 – 8 and EVERY 

SATURDAY 9 – 4, the only 
school based FabLab is the 

place to be creative!
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ALUMNI NEW BUILD

We are now truly at home in 
our exciting new build and the 
second phase is now complete!

We now boast some amazing 
sports facilities. The new self-
contained sports facility includes 
a fully fitted fitness suite, a dance 
studio and four court sports hall, 
with male and female wet and dry 
changing as well as accessible 
changing and facilities for staff.

Outside, the redeveloped grounds 
layout includes new parking 
areas and safe cycle storage. 
Facilities include three 3 tennis 
courts and one 3G 7-A-side pitch, 
which complement the existing 
full size 3G all-weather pitch, ten 
3G 5-A-side pitches, two dual 
use grass pitches and a multi-use 
games area/overflow parking area.

The new sports facilities create an 
opportunity for income generation 
from commercial lettings in 
the evenings and weekends. 
This income will support the 
management and upkeep of the 
sports facility and equipment.

WATES construction will continue 
to maintain links with BCA for 
one year and this will include 
maintenance the landscaping of 
the whole site.

What a difference a year makes!Creating aspirational futures from inspirational pasts

Visit our website for more 
photos and updates as they 

happen.
bca.warrington.ac.uk

Check out our new Google 360 
tour of the new build

We are very proud of our Alumni 
and excited about the work they are 
carrying out with our current students.

Last term Laura Jane worked 
alongside Mrs Apey, Head of art and 
her Key Stage 4 Textile students in a 
session aimed at developing student’s 
skills in new printing techniques as 
well as gaining the experience of 
working with a practising textile artist.

Students were excited and enthused 
by the new techniques that they could 
use for their GCSE work.  They also 
enjoyed the experience of working 
with a real artist and talking about 
how Laura had developed her work 
and what it was like to do exhibitions.

Laura was impressed with the 
students, ‘

The graphic below outlines the work of the alumni. If you are one of our 
ex-students interested in joining the BCA Alumni contact Mr Millburn to 
find out more.

“We have really enjoyed 
working with Laura and learning 
new skills that we can use on 
our GCSE Bodice pieces” 

Emily Rose Davies and 
Emily Smith Year 10

“I learned how to use natures 
dyes to transfer leaf and flower 
images – this will look great on 
my GCSE Bodice, I can’t wait to 
use the technique again”. 

Rhianna Makin Year 10

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience, working with 
the students.  They were 
receptive to the workshops 
and curious about how I 
survive as an artist.

“
“

Provide a ‘My Story’
contribution

Provide a talk

My work world

What I wish I’d know 
at School

How your learning fits 
in to the work world

Work with a group

Linking learning to the 
world of work

Personal 
Development Skills

Mock Interview
or CV Support

Q&A Sessions

Corporate
Sponsorship

Be a Mentor

Attend School Events 
(e.g. Coder Dojo)

Support Teaching Staff real world curriculum

Assembly, Small Groups Specific Subject or Pathway

Individual
Inspiration

Arrange a ‘Work Tour’

Run an
“Apprentice Event”

Brand Sponsorship of 
a BCA Facility

Logo Sponsorship of 
the Alumni

Financial or in-kind

Social Media Promotion

Remote / Occasional In School / One Off In School / Term Commitment

BCA Alumni Commitment Framework
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Upon joining BCA at the beginning 
of this academic year, Year 7 started 
working on a homework project 
researching a French speaking 
country of their choice. Their research 
included exploring certain aspects of 
the culture there and the differences 
between their lifestyles and ours 
here in the UK.  Each pupil produced 
a project and exhibited it to their 
classmates, who gave them feedback 
on it.  Each class then voted for the 
best projects, and the creators of 
these projects were invited to show 
them off to parents and staff at a more 
formal exhibition after school.  The 
following pupils had all produced 
outstanding projects and exhibited 
their work: 

Jessica Dean
Abi Hughes

Michaela Heath
Jess Gallop

Izabella Gabel
Chloe Lloyd

Mia Clayton
Aixa Fernandes

LANGUAGES@BCA LANGUAGES@BCA
Outstanding Research Project

The evening was a great opportunity 
for staff and parents to admire the 
pupils’ hard work and for pupils to 
practise their oracy skills, explaining 
what they had done and what they 
had discovered.  After pupils had 
exhibited their work, we gave out 
some prizes, although the race for first 
place was hotly contested and a really 
difficult decision given the amazingly 
high standard of the projects!  

It was a fabulous evening and 
wonderful to see the hard work and 
careful planning pupils had put into 
a year-long homework project, I’d 
like to thank pupils for their superb 
efforts and thank parents and staff 
for attending the exhibition to view 
the fantastic work produced. 

 

THE PRIZE 
WINNERS 

WERE: 

3rd prize

Oliwier 
Dlugosz

1st prize

Jessica 
Gallop

2nd prize

Jessica 
Dean

 C’était formidable!
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YEAR 11 PROM 

After working extremely hard during 
their GCSEs year 11 celebrated in 
style at their Prom. This is always a 
popular and enjoyable event with talk 
of outfits and seating plans beginning 
at the end of Year 10!

Guests arrived at BCA in style using 
many forms of transport from arriving 
on foot to a double decker bus. The 
evening started with mocktails and 

canapés, and an opportunity for 
photos with friends and family. It was 
then time to board the coaches for 
the journey to the top secret location.
On entry to the venue students 
‘pimped’ their drinks then entered 
the ballroom and found their seats. 
The silver service three course meal 
was amazing topped only by the 
stunning outfits! Fabulous memories 
were made as we celebrated the end 

Glitz and Glamour for the Class of 2017 Photo booth Fun

A SPECIAL THANKS MUST GO TO MRS CASEY AND HER TEAM FOR ORGANISING SUCH A WONDERFUL 
EVENT. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE STAFF AND PARENTS WHO WORKED TIRELESSLY TO SUPPORT 

THE YEAR 11S ON THEIR ROAD TO SUCCESS.

will find background

of era in between reminiscing and 
being creative with the props in 
the photobooth. 

Following the meal guests took 
to the dancefloor with staff and 
students alike busting their moves! 
At the end of a night to remember 
students were escorted back to 
BCA leaving with their year books 
packed full of memories. 
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“WOW DID YOU SEE THAT HEADER” 

Chloe Lloyd was inspired by 
the skills she saw and went on 
to score a brilliant header at 
the following fixture against 
Penketh. 

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM... BEYOND THE CLASSROOM...

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR VISITS 
BCA.

A Hungarian holocaust survivor came 
to Beamont to tell his emotional life 
story to Yr8 pupils.

We were honoured to welcome 
Tomi Komoly to BCA to share his 
experiences with our students. As a 
child he managed to evade capture 
from the Nazi’s during WW2 in his 
home country. Tomi spoke to pupils, 
giving them a presentation and an 
emotional look back on his terrifying 
childhood. This was followed by a 
Q&A session where the year 8 pupils 
were eager to ask Tomi more about 
his experiences and some great 
discussion came out of it. As year 8 
pupils were studying the Holocaust 
at the time, it furthered their learning 
in a unique and unforgettable way. 
After Tomi’s presentation, the students 
also took part in a workshop with an 
Arts facilitator from The Holocaust 
Educational Trust, in which they 
explored the themes of Tomi’s story 
and other stories similar to his, 
through Art.

Young aspiring footballers admire 
Man city women’s team beat Yeovil 
5-1

A select group of Y7/Y8 girls spent 
their Sunday watching some excellent 
high quality football played by the 
Manchester City women’s team 
against Yeovil women’s.

Mia Clayton, Chloe Lloyd, Emma 
Edge and Aimee Powell were 
chosen for putting 100% effort 
and dedication to the football 
enrichments at both training and 
games against other schools all 
year. The girls came to school early 
on a Sunday morning and we went 
to Manchester on bus. The girls were 
brilliant a great reflection of the 
school, well behaved. They enjoyed 

JOSH TAYLOR was one of the 
UK’s biggest fully independent 
solo artists. This Bolton based 
teen actor, singer, songwriter 
and recording artist has been 
performing on stage, in theatre 
and on TV since 2008. At 16 JOSH 
released his debut album 
FEELING STRONGER and 
continues to gain growing acclaim 
amongst a huge and loyal fan 
base.

However,in July, BCA were lucky 
enough to have Josh perform 
with his newly formed band for 
our students. The atmosphere was 
electric and it was certainly a real 
treat for BCA students, and staff, to 
see the live gig. Josh and the other 
boys, Zack and Jack have now 
announced the official name of 
their band as ‘The Hara’. Why not 
go and watch them on tour? 

Looks like it could be an amazing 
concert!

@theharaband 

@theharajosh

@theharajack

@theharazack

Or watch their youtube 
channel…

https://m.youtube.
com/channel/

uikTrH6UAlI0kmLQAt7A

Josh TaylorHollocaust survivor

Girls football

Miss Higham reflected on the visit 
telling us

watching the players warm up before 
the game with all their sweets and 
drinks in hand. At half time the girls 
went and bought wristbands and 
other merchandise to show their 
support for Man city women’s.

The group are now full of talk of 
how they aspire to play professional 
football

The visit from Tomi gave 
students a unique ‘hands 
on’ History experience, 
which I’m sure both staff and 
students will never forget. 
We are very thankful to the 
Holocaust Educational Trust 
for coordinating this visit.

“

“
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This production was dedicated 
to the talented actor whom we all 
knew and admired; Josh Morris.

*Curns: first established in January 2014. Founded by the cast 
of Grease. Referring to the collaboration of Miss Burns and Mrs 
Curwen. 

This production was dedicated to the talented actor whom we all knew 
and admired; Josh Morris.

J
As a cast, we were delighted 
when Josh made the decision to 
audition for this years’ production. 
His dedication, commitment and 
positivity radiated throughout every 
rehearsal. Josh was destined for 
the part of “Drake” and we knew he 
was going to excel in his role after 
learning his lines just days after first 
collecting his script! Josh set to work 
as he embarked on his Performing 
Arts journey and perfected the most 
authentic American accent we had 
ever heard! Our cast were adamant 

that the role will always belong to 
Josh and only Josh. If you came to see 
the show you may have noticed some 
colourful letter “J”s in the auditorium – 
these are in tribute to Josh created by 
our wonderful students and feature 
moments, funny stories and memories 
of Josh treasured by all of us. Josh 
told many of his peers in primary 
school that he wanted to be in a big 
show in high school and the cast of 
Annie certainly made sure that his 
dream came true.
Thank you, Drake. 

“Be not afraid of greatness. 
Some are born great, some 
achieve greatness, and others 
have greatness thrust upon 
them.”

A small selected group of Year 8 
Higher Level Learners are tackling 
Twelfth Night as part of the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival.

Rehearsals have begun for 
Twelfth Night as part of the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival. 
The play will be performed 
on the 10th November at The 
Contact Theatre in Manchester. 
With a strong focus on the 
Shakespearean language, Year 8 

It feels like it ‘was only a day away’ 
but last term the Performing Arts 
Department took to the stage to wow 
us with their spectacular performance 
of Annie.

The stage was filled with BCA’s 
talented performers, each showcasing 
their professionalism to two packed 
audiences. 

THE ATMOSPHERE WAS ELECTRIC! 

The cast was made up of 92 
superstars from every year group 
both on stage and back stage…even 
a few teachers graced the stage in an 
epic rendition of “Easy Street” ” which 
saw teachers adorned in pearls and 
1920’s chic.

Team Curns shared their thoughts with us:

PERFORM AT BCA PERFORM AT BCA
The bright lights of BCA

Shakespeare in schools

The bright lights of BCA

When we moved into our 
new home in September, 
we stood in the middle of 
a brand new possibility. 
As we soaked up our 
surroundings, we could 
almost hear the applause 
echo, feel the electric 
energy powering through 
the air, taste the adrenaline 
that derives from the 
opening night, and smell 
the sweet scent of victory!
 
At last, the opening night 
arrived and looking back we 
reflect upon the trials and 
tribulations, the turbulent 
transformation as our empty 
stage metamorphosed into 
an army of performers… an 
army of Curns* performers.

 

By doing Twelfth night it 
has made me understand 
Shakespeare’s language 
more. I also get to perform 
on a professional stage in 
Manchester and I can’t wait.

“

“

An amazing 111 students 
auditioned for this years’ 
production. They were put 
through their paces in a 
professional audition in 
which they were set out 
on their quest to stardom. 
I’m sure you will agree we 
have some future stars on 
our hands here! Memories 
and friendships have been 
made and we are privileged 
to have witnessed our 
students develop in 
confidence, maturity and 
professionalism. We are 
delighted that our passion 
for performance has been 
ignited in our young 
performers and we look 
forward to watching them 
thrive and flourish within 
the performing arts. 

“

“

Higher level Learners were selected to 
take part in order to challenge them 
even further then in the classroom, 
with a play that none of them have 
studied before. Two key Stage 4 
students have also been chosen to 
help push the Year 8 students along. 
With the older students acting as 
performers, directors and Peer-
mentors, it not only is driving the 
Year 8s to achieve, but is also testing 
and stretching their own abilities. 
Two Year 8 HLL’s are becoming Light 
and Sound technicians for the event, 
getting to work in a professional 
Theatre Control room. Students 
have the opportunity to work with 
directors from the Shakespeare 
Schools Festival on a day trip to 

Manchester to help them prepare for 
the performance. Tickets are available 
from the Contact Theatre Box office.
Brodie Kitteridge McShane from year 
8 told us: 

We wish our performers well and can’t 
wait to see them in action.
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WHAT ARE YOUR 
QUALIFICATIONS? 
Sports leaders tutor, level 2-3 sports coach, 

mentor and support worker 

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GO 
INTO YOUR CURRENT ROLE ?
To educate myself, help young people to 

be the best they can be and also give my 

family a better life. 

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE YOUR 
SPECIFIC AREA? 
I chose my role to help pupils that may 

struggle with different aspects of school life 

whether that be in lessons, out of lessons 

or outside of  school problems for example 

I’m responsible for helping your 

development within my English 

lessons!

WHAT ARE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS?
Degree: BA(Hons) English – 2:1 

classification / PGCE English with QTS

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GO 
INTO TEACHING?
My inspiration to go into teaching 

stems from the English teachers that 

guided me through my GCSE’s at St 

Mary’s. I was very reluctant to write 

about anything other than what I felt 

comfortable writing about when I was 

in school. The two teachers that I had 

for GCSE gave me the confidence to 

come out of my shell and write outside 

my comfort zone! As a consequence, 

I did really well in my English exam 

getting an A in both Literature and 

Language.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE YOUR 
SPECIFIC SUBJECT?
I chose English for the simple reason that 

I have a natural passion for the subject. I 

always have done and I do hope that 

comes through in my teaching! I spent

MR RYDER POSITION IN THE SCHOOL & OVERVIEW OF MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES - PASTORAL SUPPORT   TEACHER

MR GILLESPIE POSITION IN THE SCHOOL & OVERVIEW OF MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES - ENGLISH TEACHER 

ART & TEXTILES MEET THE TEACHER

in their home life or within friendships

 

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP AND GO 
TO SCHOOL? 
I grew up down south in Slough and then 

moved to Warrington when I was 11. I 

went to St Margaret’s primary school then 

onto Beamont! I continued my studies at 

Warrington Colligate.  

WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND 
INTERESTS?
I like playing football and coaching teams! 

Fishing, going to the gym and also socialising 

with friends and family.

Priestly College trip

The GCSE Art and Textiles students 
spent the day at Priestley College on a 
creative industries taster day. 
Students took part in workshops 
including photography, fine art, 
3D design, graphics, game design 
and textiles, giving them an insight 
into the different opportunities and 
careers available in the creative 
industries. This was a unique 
opportunity to view the A Level and 
BTEC displays allowing BCA students 
to see what their next steps after 
GCSE could be. It also provided some 
inspiration for their own pieces!

The Creative industries day 
at Priestly College provides 
students with an opportunity 
to try the subjects they are 
thinking of taking at A Level 
or BTEC. Sometimes they 
surprise themselves by doing 
a workshop in a subject 
they have not done before 
and really enjoying it.  It’s so 
important to do these kinds of 
days for the students to give 
them a taster of College life.. 

“

“

The product design workshop 
was fun and made even 
better by the fact we won the 
packaging competition.

“
“

WHAT IMPRESSES YOU ABOUT 
BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY?
There are many thing that impress me about 

the school but the one that stands out the most 

for me is the relationships that the pupils and 

staff have with each other and also the positive 

attitude to learning and wanting to be the best 

that you can be in life. 

four months at BCA last year before 

heading to a school on the Wirral to 

complete my training. Before that, 

I worked in my old high school as a 

teaching assistant. This was part of a work 

experience placement that I organised 

to see if teaching was for me. I fell in love 

with the profession then!

Where did you grow up and go to 
school/University etc?
I was born in Liverpool. My family and I 

moved to the Wirral when I was very young 

and we have lived there ever since! I went 

to St Mary’s Catholic College at 11 and 

remained there to do my A-Levels. I then 

went to Edge Hill University to study for 

my degree and then my postgraduate 

teaching qualifications! 

WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND 
INTERESTS?
Despite not being from a Rugby League 

playing town, I do love Rugby! I probably 

won’t do myself any favours saying 

this in Warrington … but I’m a massive 

Huddersfield Giants fan! I was never into 

Rugby until my housemate at University 

convinced me to go with him to a game. 

I fell in love with it straight away. I’ve 

followed Giants ever since! 

I’m also an avid musician. I’ve played the 

electric guitar for best part of twelve years. 

In that time I’ve been in several bands 

and played several shows, the biggest of 

which was in the Cavern Club in Liverpool. 

It wasn’t a massive gig, but it was fun none 

the less! 

WHAT IMPRESSES YOU ABOUT 
BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY?
The main thing that strikes me about 

BCA is the community spirit that is clearly 

evident. The school has a fantastic sense 

of community and it is clear that we are all 

working towards the same goals. 

I also believe that BCA is very well set 

up to give you the best opportunities as 

students. The dedicated staff, alongside 

the excellent facilities and extensive 

enrichment opportunities, are a real credit.

Mrs Aspey Head of Art BCA

Lauren Edge and Caitlin Bowler 
told us 
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In the summer term, some of our 
keen legal minds had the opportunity 
to further their interest in the field 
of law when they met Jo Flitcroft, 
Cambridge graduate and corporate 
solicitor, and Darren Sexton, a former 
BCA pupil and current CPS court 
manager in London.

Jo delivered a talk to our pupils 
from Years 7 – 10 about pursuing 
a career in Law. Jo challenged the 
general perception of how law is 
perceived, urging pupils to recognise 
that, simply, law is about people: 
keeping people safe, presenting 
and upholding their rights and 
entitlements in all areas of their 
lives from when they buy fruit from 
a supermarket, receive medical 
prescriptions, engage in legal 
contracts when buying, selling and 
renting properties and, of course, in 
the event that a crime is committed to 
a person.

Jo talked students through the route 
she had taken from a disadvantaged 
background, without the support 
of her school to become the first 
member of her family to go to 
university, at Cambridge no less, and 
has gone on to have an illustrious 
legal career working for Odeon, 
AstraZeneca and eventually owning 
her own business operating in the 
medical field of Law. Her message 
was one of determination, hard work 
and perseverance; advising students 
to “work hard” and “rule out nothing”.

Before concluding her session, Jo 
put our students through their paces, 
posing a legal dilemma, the same 
dilemma she was asked to make 
sense of at her university interview 
some 20 years ago. Our students had 
to unpick a real case, The Lifeboat 
Case, which was a gruesome account 
of three sailors abandoned at sea 

Staff and students at BCA continue 
their commitment to supporting 
positive mental health with 
students leading a weekly drop 
in session. The group is led and 
facilitate by PASTORAL SUPPORT 
ASSISTANT, MRS STAMP, who 
has herself completed the Mental 
Health First Aid Course, CAMHS 
Mental Health in School training 
and most recently the CYP IAPT 
EEBP course.

Mrs Stamp and the ‘HEADS UP’ 
AMBASSADORS, 

CALUM KOZLIK, 
DYLAN SWEENIE, 
SOPHIE HINTON, 
ELLA MITCHELL, 

MOHSIN MUNEER, 
EVIE RICHARDS, 

ALISSA WALTERS, 
ABBIE WATKINS, 

BALAZS RIGO 
KIERAN BENNETT 

are available to support their 
peers in an informal drop in 
session. 

The aims of the sessions are to 
enable young people to access 
the relevant support from the 
online service KOOTH in a friendly 
environment. Staff are always close 
by to support additional help and 
advice and signpost the relevant 
services. 

If you would like to find out more 
about this service or have a chat 
about your own or someone else’s 
mental health please see Mrs 
Stamp or any of the PSA team. 

Alternatively visit the KOOTH 
website https://kooth.com/

who killed and ate a dying cabin 
boy in order to survive. Considering 
the facts of the case and the legal 
definition of murder, our students 
unanimously reached the correct 
verdict and impressed us all greatly 
with their keen legal minds and 
their articulate reasoning of their 
judgements.

The following week, some of the 
same pupils met with Darren Sexton 
and learnt about the life of a criminal 
case through the perspective of the 
CPS. Darren explained his role and 
mapped out how the legal system 
works from the point a crime is 
reported to the eventual appearance 
and verdict in court. 

It was an invaluable opportunity for 
some of our older pupils to interview 
Darren who intelligently quizzed 
him on all aspects of his role and his 
ambitions for the future.

BCA’s Law Pathway will continue this 
year with further opportunities for 
students to read, discuss and learn 
more about the Legal Profession.

Moral dilema Heads up 

STUDENT WELFARELEGAL MINDS
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Keep up to date with the Academy
Visit our website for regular updates and key information about the Academy at:

www.bca.warrington.ac.uk

“I can, I do and I will be”

DOWNLOAD
OUR NEW

APP

Receive
daily 

updates...

Search 
for your
favourite

department

...by
following

us on
Twitter

...and
Facebook

To find out more or book a place at any of the events 
please contact us at: 

KARATE

Learn new skills and

self defence, get fit and 

build self confidence 

with BCA Karate. Learn 

from one of the best.

Year 2 upwards

PERFORMING 
ARTS

Come along and be 

creative at BCA Performing 

Arts. Learn to sing, dance 

and act with our LIPA 

trained team. Fab, fun and 

really friendly!

Year 2 upwards

SPORTS CLUB

Drop in and get involved 

with different types of sports. 

Included: football, 

badminton, basketball, 

tennis, dodgeball and many, 

many more!

Year 2 upwards

STREET

Come along and learn 
to pop, lock and bounce 
with BCA street dance. 
A cool and energy fuelled 
class for everyone who 
wants to find their inner 
rhythm.

Year 2 upwards

@Beamont Collegiate Academy
Saturday Academy Every Term Time 

Saturday !
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SEE 
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DETAILS


