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Five-year-old Andrew
Traynor using the prototype
version of his bionic hand
Picture: Dave Gillespie DG_2358008

Name your favourite Italian

Foodie favourites

Bionic hand created by
pupils for ‘super’ boy
n Five-year-old excited to get
his new ‘Iron Man’ arm to help
By Chloe Laversuch

chloe.laversuch@nqnw.co.uk

FUTURE
superhero
Andrew
Traynor is one step closer to getting
his own ‘Iron Man hand’ thanks to
Beamont Collegiate Academy.

The five-year-old Marvel comics fan
was born with a congenital difference
which means his right arm and hand
are smaller than most people’s.
Mum Siobhan said the problem was
spotted when she had her 20-week scan
before Andrew was born:
“He has a thumb and little finger but
they are reduced in size. There is nothing else wrong,” she said.
“He’s certainly a normal little boy, he
is interested in everything and likes
climbing things. It’s just day-to-day
things that can be difficult, such as fastening buttons or zips, holding bottles
and unscrewing lids.
“Because he is right-handed he can’t
hold a pen so we have to teach him to be
left-handed. He tries his best but now at

Andrew Traynor gives a thumbs up
school it’s more difficult.”
Siobhan and Andrew’s dad Carl spotted an article in the Warrington Guardian about the new digital technology Fab
Lab at Beamont Collegiate Academy
and immediately got in touch about the
possibility of creating a prosthetic for
Andrew. The family, from Penketh, had
been struggling to find an organisation

with a 3D printer which would attempt
to design and print a hand and waiting
lists with charities were long.
But staff and students at Beamont
were eager to help and, with a little assistance from teachers Chris Hillidge
and Bronwyn Jones, the bionic hand
was printed in a matter of hours.
The St Vincent’s pupil tried it on for
the first time at the high school and
Siobhan said: “It brought a tear to my
eye to see him enjoy using it. He tried to
hold my hand. He was really excited to
see what he could do.
“Now he has proudly shown all his
friends and they think it’s amazing.
Beamont have decided to make the next
one look like an Iron Man hand because
Andrew’s a big Marvel fan.”
Dad Carl added: “Over the past year
Andrew has been asking when will his
hand grow so this 3D arm should give
him something to look forward to.”
The school has now been contacted
by families from all over the world who
would like help.
Chris Hillidge said: “The pupils have
been working on the prosthetic and
coming up with ideas to improve it. We
want to show that our students can design something that improves the quality of people’s lives.”

Free Disney screening at the Odeon

The shows take place next weekend

DISNEY fans can enjoy free family screenings at the Odeon cinema in Warrington
during Mother’s Day weekend.
Disney Junior is bringing the party to
Warrington this March with an exclusive,
first-look screening of new show Mickey
and the Roadster Racers.
Families can dance and sing-a-long to
two full episodes of the new series ahead
of its first UK broadcast on Disney Junior
on April 19.
A spokesman added: “Mickey and the

Roadster Racers is a madcap car-racing
adventure featuring Disney’s number one
star Mickey Mouse and his pals; Minnie,
Pluto, Goofy, Daisy and Donald.”
The special screenings will be available at
the Warrington Odeon in Westbrook next
Saturday, March 25 and Sunday, March 26
at 10.40am.
n Bookings for the shows will open
today, Thursday, at 11am via odeon.co.uk/
disneyjunior.
For more cinema, turn to page 59.

CIAO foodie fans.
Our Warrington Guardian Food
and Drink Awards will be running
over the next 10 weeks following a
successful debut in 2016.
And this year it’s tastier than
ever before with seven new
categories.
Celebrating the best dishes,
restaurants and takeaways in the
town, we will be revealing a new
category every Monday evening
on our website at warrington
guardian.co.uk and appealing for
your suggestions.
The most popular will then be
entered into an online ballot on
Friday lunchtimes where readers
can vote for their favourites.
The overall winners will be
revealed in a special supplement
in the Warrington Guardian this
spring.
This week we’re looking for
Warrington’s favourite Italian
restaurant.
Check the online ballot
tomorrow, Friday, to see the
shortlist and to give your
favourite five extra votes send in a
copy of this page along with the
name of the restaurant you would
like to see crowned Warrington’s
favourite Italian to Hannah
Bargery, Warrington Guardian,
Unit 4, 240 Cygnet Court,
Warrington, WA1 1PP before
Wednesday, March 22.

