
Italian taking shape in old treasury
WORK has been taking place on 
a new Italian restaurant which 
will be named San Lorenzo in 
the town centre. 

The restaurant and terrace bar 
will be opening in spring in the 
old treasury building above Las 
Ramblas on Palmyra Square 
South. 

The 200-seat restaurant will 
include an open kitchen and 
wood fire oven to prepare stone 
baked pizzas. 

The building, close to the Parr 
Hall in the heart of  the Cultural 
Quarter, is already home to Las 
Ramblas Spanish restaurant and 
the Institution bar.

A spokesman added: “Each of  
our dishes will be hand crafted 
and cooked fresh to order by our 
team of  talented and passionate 
chefs, taking inspiration from 
San Lorenzo himself, the patron 
saint of  culinary art.”
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Academy earns 
Ofsted praise

n Orford school in list of 
most improved schools 
in region in the past year

PRIMARY schools in War-
rington have been rated as 
the best in the north west ac-
cording to a new report, but 
secondary schools continue 
to ‘lag behind’ across the re-
gion.

Figures released in Ofsted’s an-
nual report for 2016/17 showed 
that 99 per cent of  the town’s 
schools were judged as good or 
outstanding on August 31 – the 
highest number in the north 
west.

Meanwhile, the proportion of  
pupils reaching the expected 
standard at key stage two in 
reading, writing and maths was 
second only to Trafford.

Secondary schools across the 
north west did not reach the 
same standards though, with 
the number of  high schools in 
Warrington rated as good or out-
standing standing at 70 per cent 
– a 20 per cent improvement on 
the previous year and 12th over-
all in the region.

Andrew Cook, director of  
Ofsted in the north west, said: 
“While children in the north 
west generally get off  to a slow 
start in the early years, they tend 
to achieve well by the end of  pri-
mary school.

“However the changes for old-
er pupils to do as well as they 
should are very mixed – second-
ary schools continue to lag be-
hind.

“We will continue to work hard 
to raise standards across all the 
areas we inspect.”

The report highlighted Bea-
mont Collegiate Academy as 
one of  seven case studies in the 
north west which improved in 
2017.

Having previously required 

improvement, Ofsted rated the 
Long Lane high school as good 
following an inspection in June.

Principal Andrew Moorcroft 
said: “We are extremely pleased 
to have been recognised as a case 
study of  good practice in the 
north west by Ofsted.

“Our school improvement 
journey has been both challeng-
ing and demanding for our staff  
but the hard work and commit-
ment of  such a talented and ded-
icated team has been the key to 
our success.

“We have focused upon creat-
ing the right climate for learn-
ing at the academy and embed-
ded high expectations for staff  
and students.

“We have also invested a lot 
of  time, creativity and energy 
into professional development 
for our staff  and excellent class-
room practice is complimented 
by a strong programme of  per-
sonal development and extra-
curricular activities.

“We are really proud of  our 
achievements.” 

By Adam Everett
adam.everett@nqnw.co.uk

Andrew Moorcroft, principal of Beamont Collegiate Academy

VOLUNTEERS THANKED:

MAYOR Cllr Les Morgan has 
thanked volunteers at St 
Joseph’s Family Centre for their 
efforts in putting together 
Christmas hampers.

Volunteers from the Museum 
Street site have been collecting 
items and packing hampers.

CAR FIRE:
FIRE crews were called to a 
crash on the M62 on Monday 
afternoon.

A van was on fire near 
junction eight at Burtonwood at 
3pm. Crews saw a blaze in the 
engine bay and checked it using 
a thermal imaging camera.

A SOUND INVESTMENT:
AN AUDIO solutions provider 
has moved into Daresbury.

SoundChip has opened new 
offices at Sci-Tech Daresbury.

Chief  exec Mark Donaldson 
said: “Basing our operations 
here supports the growth that 
we are experiencing.”

Wasting police time
CHESHIRE Police have issued a 
warning about wasting resources after 
an ‘unhappy’ caller complained to the 
force over the result of  BBC Sports 
Personality of  the Year.

World 10,000m champion Sir Mo 
Farah was named as the winner on 
Sunday.

But one viewer was unhappy with the 
result and dialled the non-emergency 
police number on 101.

A spokesman for Cheshire Police said: 
“The caller contacted police to report 
that they were unhappy with the result.

“They were given strong words of  
advice regarding the use of  the 101 
service and the call was ended.

“There are no plans to prosecute.”
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