
Tech-savvy children build their own drones and try out robotic cars

YOUNGSTERS have been building their own 
drones and getting to grips with robotic cars at 
Beamont Collegiate Academy in Long Lane, 
Orford.

The school’s coder dojo on Saturday, December 
10, saw children try their hand at constructing 
their own drone as well as a host of  other 
activities including trying their hand at 3D 

printing and experiencing virtual reality.
Attendees also had the opportunity to design 

their own game and to create new apps using 
smartphones.

Local Life Around the districts

Marcos Renicla, Danny Renicla and Kai Kneafses try out robotic cars as part of Beamont Collegiate Academy’s coder dojo              Picture: Mike Boden

n Designer inspired to create 
manta ray-mimicking float after 
teaching his daughter to swim
ORFORD >

A NEW swimming aid that was 
developed at Orford Jubilee Neigh-
bourhood Hub has hit the shelves.

Mini Mantas’ Mani, which aims to 
mimic the movements of  manta rays, 
is now on sale after extensive testing in 
the hub’s pools.

Designer Michael Thomas was in-

spired to design the float after teaching 
his four-year-old daughter to swim.

He said: “Learning to swim with my 
father is one of  my earliest and most 
cherished memories.

“If  this new design of  swimming aid 
can help one parent to teach their child 
to swim and one day that skill saves 
their life this will be my ultimate legacy.

“It has been an epic challenge with 
many barriers to success but I have 
persevered with a huge belief  in the 
idea and a personal resilience to get the 
product into the real world and make a 
difference.”

The prototypes of  the swimming aid 
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as well as the first floats off  the produc-
tion line were tested at the hub, and the 
product is now in use during its swim-
ming lessons.

Manchester-based Michael, 44, added: 
“They have been using this product as 
their prime piece of  teaching apparatus 
for months now with great results.

“It has been used in the children’s and 
adults programmes as well as in the dis-
ability groups.

“For example, it has been used by 
blind adults who are learning to swim.

“Also the float is highly durable, won’t 
break down and pollute the water sys-
tem and is completely recyclable.”

Villagers urged to report anti-social behaviour to Cheshire Police
BURTONWOOD >
WARD councillors have urged 
residents to always reports anti-social 
behaviour to the police so officers can 
deploy resources to the area to 
investigate.

Cllr Cathy Mitchell (Burtonwood and 
Westbrook – LAB) has received 
comments surrounding this type of  
behaviour from residents which is 

passed on to the police. 
But she has since had the following 

reply from Cheshire Police.
A spokesman said: “There has been 

no anti-social behaviour reported in the 
area recently and without any specific 
information it is difficult to address the 
problem. 

“Please would you ask residents to 
call the police on 101 when the anti-

social behaviour is occurring so that 
we can attend and deal with any 
problems. 

“If  I have more details about the 
problems, for example what and when 
it is happening and who is involved, I 
can look at how to tackle it. 

“Until then unfortunately the PCSOs 
will deploy to the areas where the 
demand is.”

Station singing
ORFORD >
PUPILS at an Orford primary school 
have been getting into the festive 
spirit with a reindeer run and carol 
singing for charity.

Youngsters from St Bridget’s 
Catholic Primary School on 
Capesthorne Road first completed a 
reindeer run to raise money for St 
Rocco’s Hospice.

They then took a trip to Liverpool 
Lime Street station where they had a 
carol singing session in aid of  Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital.

Residential plan
BRUCHE >
PLANNING chiefs are set to decide 
on new proposals for residential 
accommodation in the land around a 
house on Bruche Avenue.

Blueprints for a new two-bedroom 
house to replace a double garage at 
83A Bruche Avenue were thrown out 
earlier this year after a wave of  
complaints by residents.

Concerns were raised over the 
intrusive nature of  the mooted 
building, access issues and the 
devaluing of  existing properties.

It would see the garage converted 
into accommodation for the 
applicant’s dad.

Carol singers at Lime Street station


