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n Residents given free access to 3D printing, laser cutting and metalworking facilities

BEAMONT Collegiate Acade-
my has opened its DT facilities 
for free use by members of  the 
public as it aims to foster a 
hub of  creativity in Longford.

The Long Lane school has 
teamed up with the Massachu-
setts Institute of  Technology in 
order to open the Fab Lab, which 
will see residents able to access its 
3D printers, laser cutters and CNC 
routers as well as specialist wood-
work and metalwork facilities.

Interest in the Fab Lab has been 
sparked across the country, with 
enquiries coming in from places 
as far afield as Birmingham and 
Nottingham.

Chris Hillidge, head of  science, 
technology, engineering and 

maths at Beamont, said: “War-
rington is surrounded by tech in-
dustries big and small, but where 
we’re placed in north Warrington 
is traditionally quite a disadvan-
taged area.

“But if  you look at the facilities 
within the school that are now 
open to the public they’re of  a uni-
versity standard in terms of  the 
tech that’s available.

“We’ve made it available for free 
for that very reason so that money 
isn’t a barrier to anyone becom-
ing involved and that anyone can 
make their ideas a reality.

“We’re working with everyone 
from big business like Bentley 
right down to people who are just 
interested in making something 
as a hobby, and in between there 

we have the small and medium-
sized businesses who might want 
a prototype making.

“We have the facilities here to do 
that very simply, quickly and rea-
sonably as well.”

Beamont’s Fab Lab will be open 
to the public on Thursdays from 
3pm till 8pm and on Saturdays be-
tween 9.30am and 4pm, and will be 
free to use until the summer.

Fab Lab manager Jimmy Ing-
man added: “A lot of  work has 
gone on behind the scenes so 
we’re keen to let people know that 
we’re open and it’s free.

“It’s going to be a really busy 
hive of  activity where people are 
sharing ideas and just coming to-
gether to build, make and create 
whatever they’re interested in.”
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Poppy power
THE Woolston branch of  the Royal 
British Legion has been honoured 
for its Poppy Appeal fundraising for 
the third year in a row.

Raising a total of  £24,500 during 
the 2016 Poppy Appeal, the branch 
had the biggest donations for the 
third year in succession.

That saw it awarded the 
Merseyside and District 
Champions Cup during the legion’s 
annual general meeting in Maghull 
in January.

Michael Holden, from the 
Woolston Royal British Legion, 
said: “Winning it for the past three 
years is a great achievement.

“The sum of  £24,500 was raised 
mainly through the generosity of  
the people of  Warrington.”

Howzat for a deal
A WOOLSTON cricket equipment 
supplier has announced a new 
sponsorship deal with the 
Lancashire Cricket Board.

Hardwick Grange-based Stuart 
Canvas has secured a £2,000 
sponsorship deal with the board 
that will see its branding and logo 
feature on the LCB website, 
banners and marketing.

Stuart Canvas will also have a 
presence at LCB matches.

Edward Stoddart, chief  executive 
of  Stuart Canvas, said: “We are 
thrilled to be an LCD sponsor 
across their events online and in 
marketing materials.

“The sponsorship provides a real 
opportunity to showcase our high-
quality bespoke products within 
the sport sector in the north of  
England.”

On song for choir
WARRINGTON Male Voice choir 
will hold a concert to raise money 
for the Alzheimer’s Society this 
weekend.

Padgate Methodist Church, on 
Padgate Lane, will host the concert 
on Saturday which will be held in 
memory of  former choir members 
and families who had dementia.

The concert begins at 7.30pm.

Boost for Sharks
A TOWN centre pub has revealed a 
sponsorship deal with Rylands 
Sharks ARLFC.

Cromwells on Bridge Street has 
signed up to become the primary 
sponsors of  the Gorsey Lane-based 
club, with the pub’s logo set to 
feature on the front of  Rylands’ 
new shirts.

Rylands Sharks commercial 
manager Matt Wilson said: “We are 
thrilled to have Cromwells as our 
primary sponsor and as part of  the 
agreement we will be hosting 
events there through the season.”

The club’s season launch will be 
held at Cromwells on Friday before 
the Sharks get their NCL Division 3 
campaign under way on Saturday, 
March 4, at Shark Park as they face 
Gateshead Storm.

Play area reopens
A PLAYGROUND in Woolston Park 
has been reopened after the 
completion of  £70,000 regeneration 
work.

The play area off  Poulton 
Crescent has been given a complete 
refurbishment since work began in 
October having been given greater 
accessibility as well as new 
equipment and furniture.

Renamed the Lime Tree Play Area 
by the Friends of  Woolston Park, 
the woodland-themed playground is 
aimed at children aged between two 
and eight.

Youngsters from Puddleducks 
Day Nursery on Epping Drive 
headed to the play area’s grand 
opening to test out the new 
facilities.

Cllr Tony Higgins, Warrington 
Borough Council’s executive board 
member for culture, leisure and 
community, said: “This fantastic 
new play area is part of  our 
ongoing investment in our parks 
and green spaces.

“Children and families will 
benefit from a much more 
colourful, exciting, safe and 
accessible play area.

“It’s yet another great reason for 
people to get out and about and 
enjoy some fresh air and exercise at 
Woolston Park.”

Disco down
PADGATE Youth and Community 
Disco will hold a family disco this 
weekend as its half-term events 
continue.

The Station Road South centre 
will also host games between 6pm 
and 9pm tomorrow, Friday.
n Tickets are priced £2.50 for 

adults and £1 for children, with a 
licensed bar open during the event.

Mayor debates
THE Mayor of  Warrington will hold 
a talk at the University of  Chester’s 
Padgate campus next week.

Cllr Faisal Rashid will address the 
Lance Dobson Hall on the 
importance of  economic 
development and making a 
difference in the community at 
6.30pm on Tuesday.

Entry to the lecture is free.

Get in touch
n GOT a story for the Orford, Padgate, 
Woolston and Longford page?

Email adam.everett@nqnw.co.uk 
with details
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