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Dear F)areriUCarer

As another successful and exciting academic year is drawing to a close I'd like to take this opportunity to
update you in relation to some important issues and developments, and provide information regarding the
end of term arrangements and start of term arrangements for September 2019.

As you will be aware l assumed the role of academy Principal in January 2019 with Mr Moorcroff moving to
the role of Executive Principal here at BCA whilst also becoming Director of Quality and Standards for The
C!-ipllenqe Academy Trust (TCAT). I'm confident that this slight change in the Ieadership structure at the
academy was managed smoothly without any noticeable changes to the day to day operations. l now look
forward to Ieading the academy into the next chapter and further success.

This year has seen some fantastic achievements and experiences for students of all ages both in and outside
of the classroom. Some of the standout achievements and events this year include:

@

*

*

*

*

*

30 students visiting Boston and New York to work with a range of technology and science based
institutions.

Year 10 students visiting London to meet a range of executives and entrepreneurs as part of our
careers and aspiration programme.
25 students from Years 7 to 10 peformed Othello at Z-Arts Theatre as part of the Shakespeare
Schools Festival.

Our Year 9 rugby team came within 6 points of being crowned national champions following a narrow
defeat in the RFL schools cup final.
Year 10 students working at United Utilities on an award winning project.
Students and staff working with Oxford University on a number of projects ranging from science,
oracy and modern foreign Ianguages.

As you can see from the Iist above the academy continues to offer a range of exciting opportunities for
students who wish to follow a career in science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM). The project
with United Utilities (UU) was recognised with a prestigious Educate Award that recognised the work of the
students and staffin working alongside UU to produce a future generation of engineers,

Further exciting news for the academy is that in the autumn term we will be opening the doors to our brand
new STEM centre. A bespoke building, sponsored by local and national engineering business, to be a centre
of excellence for both adults and children in all areas of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.
Please visit our website from September onwards for further updates. 2019-20 promises to be another
exciting year for all at BCA and l'll look forward to updating you at the end of the Autumn Term.

One of the highlights of the Iast half-term was seeing so many of you at our annual Awards Evening held at
Parr Hall.

BCA are a GDPR compliant Academy. Find more information on our website.
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Seeing so many families in attendance supporting the young people and recognising their fantastic
achievements was a memorable occasion and, for me, reinforced that success for our students will always
be achieved with the academy and families working in close partnership with each other. l'll look forward to
meeting as many of you as possible throughout 2019-20.

In the meantime please note the following arrangements for the end and the beginning of the next term in
September 2019.

Last day of term
This term ends on Thursday 25fh July. Lessons on this day will finish at 12:10 but students eligible for a free
school meal who wish to do so are welcome to stay for Iunch until 12:35.

Start of next term - September 2019
There will a staggered start over the first day. Details are below:

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 - all years
Year 7 meet on the yard (behind the school) at 8:30am
Year 8/9/10/1 1 start at ll:lOam - Go to tutor room

Wednesday enrichment will not commence until week 2.

" We are changing the way we communicate with parents. Please read the attached flyer for more
details.

uniform

We know some of you will shortly be buying uniform for September therefore we would Iike to take this
opportunity to remind you of the following:

*

*

*

*

*

*

All students will be expected to wear black Ieather/leather look school shoes. Sports shoes e.g.
Converse, Nike, Vans, Adidas and canvas shoes etc are not acceptable
PE kit: BCA t-shirt, black shorts, skort or black leggings (all must have BCA Iogo), long black socks
and trainers. All items including those requiring the BCA logo are available from the supplier Iisted
below.

Extreme hairstyles and colours are also unacceptable. Long hair must be tied back.
Girls must wear knee length, pleated skirts, pinafores or trousers. No tube skirts allowed.
All students are expected to bring an appropriate school bag, large enough to hold books, equipment,
PE kit & all students should have a well-stocked pencil case
Phones are allowed in the academy but MUST be kept in bags and used only at breaks/lunchtimes
in designated areas. Phones must not be used or visible on corridors.
For health and safety reasons (especially in PE and other practical Iessons students are not to wear
coloured nail varnish or false/acrylic nails)
Water and soff drinks can be brought into school and carried in bags however, energy drinks and
high caffeine content drinks such as Red Bull and Monster are not permitted.

uniform can be ordered from Warrington School Wear, 50-64 Buttermarket Street, Warrington, WA1
2NN; Tel: 01926 576868

Finally, I'd like to thank you once again for the support you have given your child and the academy this year,
and look forward to a successful 2019-20.

Yours faithfully

Mr G Harris

Principal
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** From September we will be operating a paperless communication policy
through SIMS Parent App.

SIMS Parent is designed to support the partnership between student, parent and school by
sharing key information from your child's school life. SIMS Parent is secure, intuitive and
informative, providing you with information on your child's progress to help inform, celebrate
and support your child every step of the way.

The SIMS Parent app allows us to easily communicate with parents. Whether it's sharing
information such as attendance, school reports or sending reminders for homework tasks, all
of the information is easily accessible from the convenience of your phone, tablet or PC.

What will you find in SIMS Parent?

@

*

*

@

*

A list of key school dates, including term dates and staff inset dates.
You can view and update your contact details, so that we always have the most up-to-date
information in case of emergency.
Receive automated alerts and notifications directly to your phone or tablet.
By sharing information such as attendance, homework and timetables, you can keep up to
date with your child's progress in real time.
If you have more than one child at school, they will automatically be Iinked to your account
for you.

Getting started with the SIMS Parent

STEP #1 : Receive the Activation Email

We will send you an activation email - simply click on the link inside the email from your
phone, tablet or PC to activate your account.

2. After clicking on the link in the email you will then be asked to Iogin. You will need to register
using either your Microsoff, Facebook, Twitter or Google username and password.
You will be asked the date of birth for one of your children at the school.
Congratulations, you have registered for the SIMS Parent. The next step will be to download
the app.

1.

3.

4.

IMPORTANT - Your activation email is unique to you and should not be used by anyone else.
If you require an additional login then please contact our IT Manager via the school reception.
Your activation email will expire after 14 days if it is not used, please also contact our IT
Manager if you require a replacement after this date.
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STEP #2: Download SIMS Parent App & Login

1 . You can use the link within the email received after you complete your registration, or you
can search the Google Play or Apple App Store for 'SIMS Parent'.

2. Once the app is installed on your device, you can login using the account you signed up
with.

3. From a PC or Windows phone, login online at www.sims-parent.co.uk

Over the summer we will start to send out invitations to parents and carers via the email
address that we have on record for you. Please be patient while we set this up.

The invitation email will be from noreply@sims.co.uk so please check your SPAM or Junk
folder if you cannot find it.

If you have not received our invitation email by the start of the new term, we most likely do not
have your up to date email address. Please complete the return slip below and return to
reception as a matter of urgency so that we can amend our records and help get you set up to
use the App as soon as possible.

X

RETURN SLIP - SIMS PARENT APP

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED SLIP TO MAIN RECEPTION OR CALL US DIRECTLY

ON 01925 579 500

Child(ren) Name:

Please update the email address you have on record for me so that I can receive my SIMS
Parent activation email. (Please ensure your name and e-mail address are very clearly printed
to avoid errors)

Parent/Carer Forename and Surname New Email Address

Signature


