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I’d like to welcome you to the start
of what promises to be another
exciting year at the academy. But
before looking ahead I’d like to
congratulate all the Class of 2019
on achieving a range of fantastic
results this summer. Once again,
students performed well in their
exams and we saw improved
outcomes across the curriculum.
This year we improved our GCSE
results in English, maths, science,
geography, Spanish, French and
computer science, and once again
overall progress for students who
attend BCA is above the national
average. Additionally, we saw some
fantastic results in other areas of the
curriculum with Art, PE, Business
Studies and IT achieving a range
of brilliant results. A fantastic
achievement for all the staff and
students involved.

development as they progress through
the year.
One of the aspects we pride ourselves
on at BCA the amount of time we
invest in improving as teachers. Our
programme of teacher development
and improvement allows teachers
to deepen their subject knowledge,
engage with research that informs their
classroom practise and collaborate
across subject areas. This September
saw this programme of improvement
enhanced when teachers from across
The Challenge Academy Trust (TCAT)
came together for a full day of training
supported by the National Literacy
Trust. This saw over 300 teachers
working together to support 5000+
Warrington children that they work with
on a daily basis.

Finally, the success of the young people
in our care can only be achieved by
Looking ahead to the new academic having the ongoing support from
year, we will see some exciting
their families and carers right the way
developments. In the Autumn
through their school lives. I’d like to
Term we will open our brand new
thank all parents and carers for the
STEM Centre, a bespoke building,
way they support what we are trying to
sponsored by local and national
achieve here at BCA and I look forward
engineering business, to be a centre to working with you to ensure all our
of excellence for both adults and
young people fulfil their potential.
children in all areas of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths.
Please visit our website soon to
Mr G Harris
learn more about this ambitious and Principal
exciting project.
Over the last two weeks it’s been
exciting to welcome our new Year
7 students as they formally start
their education with us. With over
300 applicants for 180 places it
was great to finally meet them and
we’ll look forward to supporting
their learning, growth and personal
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OUR STUDENTS DO GREAT THINGS
got the opportunity to learn about
the different roles of an armoured
regiment, its vehicles, weapons
systems and engagements. They
even got the opportunity use the
tank simulators and take up the
roles of Tank Commander and
Gunner for simulated exercises.

EQUESTRIAN CHAMPION
Chlöe Lloyd, Year 10 is going from
strength to strength. Over the last
few months Chloe has taken part in
several dressage competitions at
Cheshire Riding School riding a horse
named Cracker. She was the only
competitor in her age group and, as a
result, competed against many more
experienced adults in several of the
competitions.
Chlöe performed extremely well and
in all competitions has acheived

TOP THREE PLACES.

‘It was good to find out that all
roles in the Army are now open to
women too.’ Faith Ratcliff
@BCAMrHarris Came across this
fantastic group this morning.
@MrsRussell_BCA and her literary
breakfast club. Up for discussion this
morning : As You Like It; autocracies;
the role of women... big ideas and it’s
not even 9 o’clock... inspiring stuff.

OUR STUDENTS DO GREAT THINGS
Year 8 have been exploring the
effects of poor Mental Health
through Performing Arts and have
been trying to raise awareness.
I set them homework to help
support raising this awareness and
this is what she has come back
with. Mrs Thomas

@year10bca A real positive start to
my morning as I watched some of
my Year 10 students working with
@7_bca Some great chats about life
after BCA

EMMA
HOWARD

‘I enjoyed talking to the soliders
about their careers and the
vehicles that they drive; I loved the
tank simulator – it was better than
Fortnite!’ Kyle McKendrick

#ourstaffdogreatthings
Mr Hesford @BCA_Y10· Jun 6 not
all #Heroes wear capes!!
George@BCAWarrington
@RSPCA_official @BCAMrHarris
rescuing a very noisy little bird
from school #birdwatching
#birdwhisperer
What #bird is this?! Staff member of
the week

#ourstudentsdogreatthings
https://twitter.com/year10bca
https://twitter.com/MissJolleyBCA
https://twitter.com/MissColeyBCA

Ellie-Ann Tuitt-Williams in Year 9
just keeps going from strength to
strength.
She was selected to compete
for Cheshire in 200m sprint in
the Mason Trophy competition
at the Alexander Park stadium
In Birmingham this Saturday.
This follows competition in the
Cheshire schools championship
where she came 2nd in the 200m.
Combined Cadet Force – Cadets
get a ‘look at life’ and Careers
information, advice and guidance!
All of our cadets visited the Queen’s
Own Yeomanry during a recent
Enrichment afternoon. The Queen’s
Own Yeomanry (QOY) is a light
cavalry regiment in the Army Reserve.
As a light armoured reconnaissance
unit, its role involves operating in
front of other friendly forces to gather
intelligence on the enemy and the
environment.
Our cadets attended Fox Barracks,
Chester, at the invite of the QOY and
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HITTING ANOTHER PB !!!

LITERACY@BCA
BCA WORLD BOOK DAY – WRITER
IN RESIDENCE – ROB PARKER
Rob Parker spent World Book day
here at BCA, talking about what
inspired him to become a writer
and ‘Share a Story’ which was the
theme of World Book Day.
Our Writer in Residence, Rob
Parker author of ‘A Wanted
Man’, ‘Crooks Hollow’, spent the
day sharing his love of reading
and writing. Rob enthralled the
students with his experiences and
his journey to become an author.
The theme of World Book Day
was to ‘Share a Story’ and Rob
did not disappoint with his choice
of the opening to ‘Jaws’ by Peter
Benchley; a real page turner!
Students also spent time talking
about their favourite books and

sharing stories with each other.

“

Rob is such an inspiration,
our students are so lucky to
be able to work with him,
his love of reading and
writing is infectious and it is
always a pleasure to work
with him! Mrs Burns.

”

BLOG AND PHOTOS
https://robparkerauthor.com/2019/02/11/keep-reading-keep-writing/
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
History Trip
HITLER ON TRIAL!
A cross examination of a series of
historical figures from Nazi Germany
to see whether Hitler could have been
convicted in a court of law for war
crimes. Was he guilty, or was it those
around him?
The History department took 12 High
Level Learners from year 11 to aid
their revision for the Nazi Germany
topic ahead of their exams.
Hitler on Trial opens with a gradebooster workshop in which the
workshop leader explains the thinking
behind the exam specifications, and
shows students ways of improving
their examination performance.
The workshop is followed by a
courtroom drama in which students
are asked to imagine a parallel
historical world in which Adolf Hitler
was captured by British Special Forces
in 1942 and put on trial in a British

court. In this court, the students are
the jury.
The crimes with which Hitler is
charged are those drawn up by the
International Military Tribunal during
the war: crimes against peace, war
crimes, and crimes against humanity.
Here, he is tried for crimes against
peace.
Prosecuting Counsel tries to prove
that Hitler’s main aim from the very
start was to prepare Germany for
a war of aggression and conquest.
She does so by questioning a series
of Germans who witnessed many of
the key events in Weimar and Nazi
Germany.
Counsel for the Defence tries to justify
Hitler’s actions by calling witnesses
who show that rearmament was only
one of Hitler’s aims. In so doing,

they reveal the broader context
in which he governed Germany
- political, economic, social and
cultural. The play ends with the
students voting whether or not
Hitler is guilty.

“

Students were able to
see a range of witnesses
brought to life on stage.
These are people they
have studied in the
classroom, but now
were able to see them
in a court room drama,
explaining the motives
for their actions.
Mr East,
Head of History BCA.

”

As a result of this session, pupils
completed follow-up work in class,
and gained a better understanding
of the individuals involved.

Would it be better if we all spoke the same language?
In an event designed in collaboration with Oxford Univeristy, BCA hosted
pupils from across TCAT for a morning working together in order to
discover how languages evolve over time and to consider whether we
should all speak the same language.
In partnership with Oxford University, Mrs Molyneux, Head of Languages
at BCA, worked with Jon Daniels from Great Sankey Primary School and
Charlie Andrew from Classics for All in order to plan a morning which
would allow Year 8 pupils from Penketh, Boteler, Padgate and Bridgewater
to consider the OXNET Big Question “Would it be better if we all spoke
the same language?” Talented linguists from Year 8 in each of the TCAT
High Schools attended and worked together to complete activities in order
to decide on their own answer to this question.

up of pupils from different schools) in order to complete a challenging
activity trying to decipher and classify numbers in Latin, French, Spanish,
German and Polish and we discussed how certain languages had been
easier to figure out than others, looking at which languages were similar.
Pupils then learned about how the English Language has changed over
time and how other languages have influenced that evolution. To check
who had been paying attention we played a game of Kahoot, it was a
closely fought battle but the overall winners were Callum & Jamie.
After all of that excitement, we spent some time reading in order to calm
things down; pupils read through a list of untranslateable words that we
had compiled in order to consider the limits of any one language and
the way in which language can shape identity. Pupils then decided on
their favourite new word and had to find someone else in the room who
had chosen the same word. After a bit of cringing and hovering round in
groups, we managed to get everyone talking to someone new and then
we let them sit back on their original tables to recover and to put their
learning into practice. We had a discussion around how Latin is still hidden
in English today and then pupils tried to match up Latin words with their
English derivations, such as celer (quick) and accelerate.

Before packing up and heading back
to our various schools, we asked
pupils for some feedback on the
event and, luckily, they had really
enjoyed it! Lucy from BCA said “It
was very fun and I would like to
do it again!” whilst Anna from
Bridgewater responded “I have
enjoyed today’s session because
Pupils were then given a list of Latin words and had time to come up
now understand more about
with a neologism by combining any of the words on the sheet together,
the world and why there are so
or with other words they already know in different languages. Some of
many languages.” Aimee from
our favourites were the Porciport (an ideal way to carry your pet pig),
Penketh said “I enjoyed the session
the Omnivisi glasses (enabling you to see whoever or whatever you
because it was fun, the activities
think of) and the Fortuna (a pig who brings good luck and happiness). were interesting and we met new
Everyone then had the opportunity to have a look at other peoples’
people” and Mark from STB was
creations before reflecting on the day.
also very positive, saying “I really
We asked pupils to reconsider their original response to the big question liked this lesson and I thought it
was really fun”.
of whether everyone should speak the same language and extend their
answer. The overwhelming response was that, although it would be easier,
It was a wonderful start to our TCAT
collaboration with OXNET and we’re
looking forward to organising more
events in order to reinforce the
importance of language learning
and give our passionate and talented
linguists a chance to explore
language in new and exciting ways.
It was fantastic to see students
from across TCAT working together
and having fun. The pupils were
enthusiastic and eager to learn and
they produced some really creative,
impressive compound nouns using
their knowledge of language. I’m
really looking forward to our next
event to see what they can come up
with!

The day started with a chance for pupils to make a snap judgement on
whether we should all speak the same language, writing down a very brief
response to the question. They then worked in teams (all tables were made
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it wouldn’t be better! Summer from
Padgate Academy wrote “If we all
speak the same language it isn’t
very interesting” whilst Ella from
Bridgewater said that “Language
is a big part of what defines
culture” and Keira from Penketh
felt that “Language shows variety
and allows you to learn about
other cultures and expand your
knowledge.”

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

More events are currently
in the pipeline.
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STEM@BCA
The BCA STEM Team recently
kicked off the innovative new
collaboration with Oxford
University.
This unique program is designed
to allow our students to make links
with current STEM researchers from
Oxford, discuss their exciting work
and think about how they could move
into elite universities in the future.
A fantastic day at the Wolves
stadium saw 250 children from
across TCAT get the experience
to look at Nanotechnology drug
delivery, robotics, Exercise
Physiology, Nutrition Science and
epidemiology. They met cutting
edge researchers who told them
about the life changing work they
were doing back at Oxford.
This is just the start of a long term
partnership and the next opportunity
sees our students working in the
laboratories and getting hands on
with some advanced level practical
science.

STEM@BCA

Salters’ Festival of Chemistry

Ground breaking TCAT Engineering
masterclass scoops another
BCA team come a close second place national award!
in the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry
held at the University of Salford.
The United Utilities Engineering
Masterclass is unique in that it enables
On Wednesday 1st May we took a
students from Warrington high
team of four Higher Level Learners
Schools to work closely alongside
to take part in the Salters’ Festival of
engineers from the water giant for
Chemistry at the University of Salford. over 4 months on a real world project
The team took part in morning and
to solve water problems in the utilities
afternoon practical challenges in a
sector.
university science laboratory setting.
The annual awards celebrate
Beating fierce competition from
excellence in the Utilities sector, with
independent and grammar schools
the winners announced at a glittering
from across the North West our team black-tie dinner at Hilton Birmingham
came second place in both morning Metropole on 20 May 2019.
and afternoon challenges!
The TCAT/United utilities partnership
This is the third year that BCA has
beat off stiff competition from across
taken part in this annual festival with the UK and was recognised by the
this group of students securing BCA’s panel of expert judges as
best ever placing.
Well done to all involved: Grace
Daniels, Charlotte Hartshorn, Luke
Thomason & Joel Eccleston Y8.

We hope to see them heading off to
study at Oxford University themselves
in a few years!

“

The Science Learning Partnership arranges quality, relevant, up to date
and dynamic Continuous Professional Development (CPD) and networking
opportunities for Primary, Secondary and FE Staff in the area of Science.
At BCA we have been lucky enough to have been awarded the contract to
supply training to the Warrington and Greater Merseyside areas.

Exciting projects in the FabLab.
Fab Staff working hard to
sandcast a sign.

a project that is the
first of its kind in the
UK to create a formal
partnership between
Industry and a multi
academy trust, that set
out to develop industryled, education-inspired
project-learning from
across the various STEM
disciplines. It is unique
and the model is one
that other companies
across the UK would do
well to emulate.

”

Visit the website

fablab.warrington.ac.uk
or follow us on Twitter
to find out more.
Coder Dojo

8
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP @BCA
Sports Leaders @ BCA
Mr Ryder has led the way with Student
leadership this year. As well as
working closely with the Combined
Cadet Force, line managing the
break and lunch time leaders and
facilitating the ‘Heads Up’ conference
at the Halliwell Jones stadium, he has
established a very talented group of
sports leaders at BCA.
The group started off with minimal
knowledge around leadership and
what it entails. They are now fully
equipped with the tools to deliver
an inclusive, challenging but fun
activity session to their peers. They
know how to briefly risk assess an
area making sure that all areas of
safety are covered, they can write up
a full detailed lesson plan covering
the fundamental areas of a lesson
including a warm up, skill, techniques
and game. They also know how to
officiate games in many different
areas of sport.
They have gained in confidence,
resilience and many more areas
that will be transferable skills to take
forward further on in their lives.
The group consists of talented sports
men and women from Years 8 & 9:

Wellbeing
As a group they have helped to
orienteering event held at Dallam
deliver a couple of activity camps
primary school.
on behalf of the school and school
sports partnership. Here is a comment Mr Ryder told us,
from the school sports partnership
manager Penny Moorefield.
“I could go on for ever talking
about this group as I really feel
“All of the 11 SL1 Leaders
like they are great ambassadors
attended on one or other of these
for the school and showing
days. They were really enthusiastic
the wide verity of extra circular
and contributed a lot to the day - I
opportunities that we offer and
was proud to be attached to BCA!”
how our students go above
and beyond to not only excel
themselves but to help and
They are now tasked with some
support our local community.
actions around engaging our feeder
We are in talks to try and move
primary schools with Girls Football
them onto a sl2 qualification
and / or inclusive activities. The group
where hopefully we can work
can now become mentors to some
even closer with our partner
of the younger pupils that find it hard
schools.“
to engage as they move up to high
school in September. This joined
up approach ticks all the boxes and
They had a celebratory event
means they only have one activity to
recently to reward their hard work
deliver which also gives them a good this year. Well done to all involved!
number of hours of volunteer work for
their SL1 too.

Wellbeing for staff and students is a priority at BCA. With four staff trained as Mental Health First
Aiders and our student leadership team having led sessions on positive mental health for Warrington
Schools, it seemed only fitting that we should support the ‘Be in Your Mate’s Corner’ campaign.
Staff and students got involved in raising awareness.
There are three steps people can take if they think a friend is struggling:

1.
2.
3.

TEXT, CALL, REACH OUT TO YOUR MATE
ASK HOW THEY ARE, LISTEN WITHOUT JUDGING
BE YOURSELF, DO EVERYDAY THINGS.

As well as taking steps to be there for a friend find out more information about the campaign and
how you can get involved, visit: www.time-to-change.org.uk/inyourcorner

BE IN
YOUR

MATE’S

CORNER

As part of the course they had to
log 10 hours worth of volunteering
within a sporting set up which they
have all succeeded. One event
was to represent the school at an

JAY-JAY CATTERALL
MIA CLAYTON
ABBIE LEE
KIERA MANSELL
JACK MCLOUGHLIN
ELLIE-ANN TUITT WILLIAMS
GEORGE CLAYTON
GRACE DANIELS
JOEL ECCLESTON
ISABELLE HIGGINSON
MEGAN THOMASON
10

STUDENT LEADERSHIP @BCA

Yet again we achieved
gold status at the
Warrington Wise Awards
for our work beyond the
academic curriculum.
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THE FUTURE’S BRIGHT AT BCA
Careers Fair

Mock Interview Day allows Year 10
to highlight their strengths
The whole of Year 10 students
took part in a “mock interview”
in preparation for college and
apprenticeship interviews in Year
11. It was also a good opportunity
for the students to focus on what
they want to achieve in work and
life.
As part of BCA’s programme of
careers education, information
and guidance an annual mock
interview day is held to develop
the employability skills of Year 10
students, enabling them to flag
up their strengths to potential
employers or admissions tutors.
Interviews can be nerve wracking,
so being able to take part in a dry
run was a great opportunity to find
out what types of questions get
asked along with perfecting some
great answers.
Every student who took part

got written feedback with pointers
on how to do even better next
time. Feedback from the Year 10s
was incredibly positive about the
experience, as were the comments
from the professionals who gave up
their time to act as interviewers.
The interviewers were very impressed
with the students, here is just some of
the feedback we recieved:
“Very polite and mature students”
Natalie Allman, Resulting Ltd .
“Thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to sit with Year 10
children and have an interview,
discuss interviews with themgreat idea and will help them with
expectations and confidence”
Megan Gannon, Gladstone Brookes.

The students were equally impressed
with the experience:
“This was an incredible experience”
Kale R
“The interviewer was incredibly
kind and accepting which gave me
enough confidence to stay calm”
Zak P
“Claire (the interviewer) was easy to
talk to and I enjoyed learning more
things about interviews”
Freya D
BCA will re-run the event next year.

“It was a pleasure to support the
event”
Jon Evans, International Nuclear
Service

Magic Breakfast at BCA

Free Breakfast for all BCA Students
We are delighted to announce that until the end of this academic year BCA are
providing a free healthy breakfast for all students before school.
BREAKFAST WILL BE SERVED BETWEEN 8:00AM AND 8:20AM EVERY MORNING
EXCEPT FRIDAY WHEN BREAKFAST WILL BE AVAILABLE BETWEEN 9:00AM AND 9:20AM.

THE BREAKFAST CHOICES AVAILABLE WILL BE:
Wholemeal bagel with butter plus soft cheese or jam
or
Cereal
Plus a carton of fresh orange juice or fresh apple juice.
A good start makes a great day #BCA ready
Share your views, follow the link on BCA Facebook

12
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BCA YEAR 11 PROM

YEAR 11 RESULTS DAY
GCSE Results 2019

BCA Prom

Yet another pleasing year in terms of GCSE results at BCA which indicate a sustained strong
performance in many subject areas and significant improvement in some of our priority areas.
The Attainment 8 measure is up to 43.82 from 41.73 and the Progress 8 measure (which is a key
measure of a school’s effectiveness) stands provisionally at +0.12 which is again an improvement from
-0.01 in 2018. A score of 0 or higher is considered to be in line or above national expectations.

14
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BCA SPORTS

BCA SPORTS

BCA Sports Leaders Lead the Way For Primary Orienteering Day

BCA Rowers excel at the Warrington indoor rowing championships

Sports Leaders from BCA supported a successful orienteering event at
local primary that saw teams from year 3 and 4 from two schools put their
map reading to the test in friendly competition.

BCA rowers participate in the annual indoor rowing competition held at the Halliwell Jones Stadium on
Wednesday 30th January.

“

The sports leaders from BCA were made up of year 8 and 9 pupils who are
striving to achieve recognition as dedicated pupils able to display evidence
of coaching and leadership skills in a variety of circumstances. The primary
pupils in attendance were from years 3 and 4. Two schools attended the event,
each bringing a team of 3 pupils from the given years.
Orienteering is a unique challenge that combines the mental cognition
for map reading and navigation with physical exertion to complete the set
course in a best time. It is a great opportunity to have competitors hone their
geography skills by not only recognising the set course on an aerial map,
but to also deduce the nature of the terrain and specific landmarks or sites
of interest that can help with navigation, while doing all of this at speed. The
sports leaders of BCA took on the responsibility of leading and aiding 4
groups of young pupils from two primary schools in completing a set course.
Their role was to stand at regular intervals to act as guides for the children
and to present enthusiasm and energy to keep the whole experience fun
for them. The sports leaders did themselves proud by executing their duties
diligently and effectively, with a welcome reward of some custard creams at
the conclusion of the event. The primary pupils themselves were seen to have
immense fun and showed great engagement with the map reading and the
healthy spirit of honest competition, with sportsmanship displayed by peer
handshakes and congratulation upon announcement of the victorious team.

The sports leaders carried
themselves professionally
with good enthusiasm shown
for the primary pupils. The
primary pupils themselves
were excited by the challenge
and admirable in their
sportsmanship.
Mr L. Geraghty, BCA

BCA Rowers achieved some outstanding results at the annual Warrington Indoor rowing championships held at
the Halliwell Jones stadium on Wednesday 30th January. Students showed great character and resilience rowing
for 4 minutes in the year 8 competition, 5 minutes in year 9 and 6 minutes in year 10. On a day when the snow
had fallen making it extremely cold our team rowed with steely determination on one of the 24 ergos which
were set up on the Concourse under the main stand.

”

“

I had a great time getting
involved at orienteering and
look forward to hopefully
doing it again next year.
Thank You.
George Clayton Year 8

“

I can’t believe I’ve won a
Gold medal
Megan Thomason

”

“

It was a really enjoyable
day with lots of support
from my teammates.
Made even better
because I won Gold
medal!
Abbie Watkins

”

“

It was a great day out and
I was chuffed to win in my
category
Jack Davies

”

”

“

I enjoyed it! I engaged with
the children and understood
the activity.
Joel Eccleston Year 8

”

Road to Success
A group of Year 10 pupils went
to the British Cycling Centre in
Manchester. The boys earned their
place due to outstanding effort and
attitude in BTEC Sport lessons.
They are on the Sporting Pathway
as they have shown an interest
in pursuing a career in the sports
industry when they leave BCA. During
the visit they received coaching
from one of the Team GB Track Team
coaches that help to prepare the
cyclist for the Olympics.
After getting familiar with the

16

differences between a road bike and
a track bike (no gears or brakes!!!!)
the students were allowed to cycle
around the Velodrome track. All of
the students were quickly showing ‘no
fear’ as they climbed up the banking
and put in some quick times around
the 250m track.
The students who had ‘thighs
pumping like pistons’ and put in
the quickest times were Layton Lee,
Michael Riley and Sam Morris. You
never know, one day in the future,
we could see them in the Team GB
squad winning Gold medals and

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

handsomely rewarding their old
PE teacher for starting them off on
the road to fame and glory!
Mr Foster

OUR YEAR 8 AND 10 STUDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN PART OF THE OARSOME ROWING PROJECT SINCE THE START
OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR WILL BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WARRINGTON ROWING REGATTA LATER THIS
YEAR AT WARRINGTON ROWING CLUB. WE KNOW THAT THEY WILL BE JUST AS SUCCESSFUL.

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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BE CREATIVE @BCA
Conway Art residential
A group of Year 10 and 11 GCSE
Art and Design students attended
a weekend residential working with
Artists and students from other
schools in the Northwest; at the
Conway Centre on the Menai
Straights, Anglesey, in March.
The students accompanied by Mrs
Aspey and Miss Turner, worked hard
to complete project work towards
their GCSE coursework, with some
spectacular results. Arriving on Friday
evening, then working through
to Sunday afternoon to create a
response to the brief
“URBAN METROPOLIS”

“

“

Amazing work was produced by
our talented students who proudly
displayed their pieces in the final
exhibition, alongside other students
from the North West.

Rivers Of The World
Project

“

BCA has been successful in securing
a chance to take part in the
international Rivers of The world
Project.

It was a great opportunity to
learn new techniques and
interact with other inspiring
artists. I made friends from
the other schools and had
a thoroughly enjoyable
weekend. I would recommend
the Art weekend to other
GCSE students as the skills
learned and work produced
has enhance my GCSE Art
Coursework Portfolio.
Caitlin Molyneux Year 11

Rivers of the World is an international
art and education project delivered
in partnership with the British Council
that connects pupils around the
globe to their local river through
environmental, economic and cultural
learning and themes.

”

Students have already met with
visitors from the British Council from
Ethiopia (our partner Country) and
the Artists involved in the project in
the UK. Our Partner school is Africa
Andinet Primary School, Addis
Ababa and our theme will be River
Culture.

Students work will be added to their
GCSE coursework portfolio’s to
support their grades.

The two-year programme involves the
pupils in the first year learning about
their local river and in the second
about a river in another country.
Rivers of the World encourages young
people to explore and reflect on local
and global issues and perspectives to
build the skills they need for life and
work in a global society.
18

1st

Joining the dots to
success:
Dot art finalists

Working with our artist, Kirsty Rea
who has been trained by lead artist
Shona Watt, pupils learn and gather
ideas that are channelled creatively
into drawings, paintings, photographs
and other visual media which result in
Three finalists were chosen to
the creation of a collective large-scale
represent Beamont Collegiate
work of art.
Academy in the Dot Art
competition.
The artworks are then curated and
exhibited in galleries, along the River
Year 9 Art and Textiles pupils
Thames walkway, schools across the
completed a short project on
UK and around the world in partner
Architecture from January to February
countries.
2019. The students selected 20 pieces
to be sent along to the DOT Art panel
of experts at the end of the project.
This is great opportunity
The panel of art experts have selected
for the students and BCA
the top 3 artworks from our school.
to become part of a global
learning network. With
opportunities to visit our
This is the first year Beamont
partner schools. The student
Collegiate Academy have
were fascinated by our visitors
taken part in the Dot Art
who gave them a brief insight
competition, the standard
into life in Addis Ababa,
of work produced has been
this will be a great learning
inspiring, I know the judges
opportunity for all
must have had a tough job

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

Mrs J Aspey

”

Kirsty Rea will be our Artist working
with students on the project, starting
with workshops in May, followed
by further work and exhibitions.
We keep you up to date about the
developments.

ALLEYWAY BY MEGAN THOMASON

2nd

narrowing down to the three
finalists.
Ms J Turner

”

The vote was open to the public to
choose their favourite piece of art
from the judge’s shortlist. We are
delighted to announce that the pieces
were placed as first, second and third.

Further information on the project can
During the Summer term, an
be accessed here:
exhibition will be held at a gallery
showcasing the artwork with the most
https://thamesfestivaltrust.org/ourvotes from each participating school.
work/education-programme/riversThe overall winner and two runners
of-the-world
up in both age categories are chosen
and announced at the prize giving
ceremony.

CLOSE UP BY KLAUDIA MAJKA

3rd

THE FIRST-PLACED ENTRY FROM
EACH SCHOOL WILL BE INCLUDED
IN AN EXHIBITION AT THE OLD
LIBRARY IN CHESTER STARTING ON
THE 28TH JUNE… MAKE SURE YOU
GO ALONG AND SEE.

Megan Thomason is the overall winner of the Dot Art competition against other
school in Cheshire. Her work was displayed at The Story House Chester in July.
She has also won a lots of amazing prizes including …
A scholarship to Liverpool John Moores University, should she choose to
BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
study at the Arts Faculty.

FRAGMENTS BY BEN MURPHY
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PERFORM @BCA

PERFORM @BCA
departing…but that was a sign of a
great…and exhausting weekend!
We can’t wait to go again next
year…and neither can the students!

HITTING THE RIGHT NOTE: A MUSIC
INDUSTRY INSIGHT
An inspiring visit to Priestley College
provided our pupils with music tech
and performance experience that will
aid them in their year 10 studies.
Year 9 Music pupils enjoyed an
afternoon at Priestley College where
they were able to develop their music
technology skills by being introduced
to industry standard software. Pupils
used the software to mix a recording of
a live band and understand how audio
plug-ins can manipulate the sound of
the individual instruments. The pupils
also enjoyed a sneak peek at the dress
rehearsal of the colleges “Sounds of
the 90’s” music concert. This was where
various bands performed songs such
as “Favourite Game” by The Cardigans,
“Disco 2000” by Pulp and “She’s
Electric” by Oasis.

On Friday 8th February, 40 very excited
performing arts students from years
9, 10 and 11 attended the annual skill
development residential weekend
at The Conway Centre…there were
also 4 very excited teachers from
BCA joining them too! The weekend
provides students with the opportunity
to work with professional performing
artists including actors, script writers,
dancers, directors, stage designers
and puppeteers. The weekend is
attended by schools across Cheshire
“We didn’t want to leave. We wanted
and it provides a great opportunity for
to stay for the full show because the
students to learn from each other and
performers were so good!”
make new friends along the way.
Abbie Lee.
“Finding out about the courses and
The weekend began with a 3 hour
that are available at Priestley and the
evening workshop class exploring
equipment that students get to use is
ensemble performance skills,
incredible. I can’t wait to come here”.
performance discipline and the art
Dillion Dearn
of storytelling through movement,
repetition and self-expression.
This amazing experience will give
Students are treated as professional
pupils vital experience that will be
performers and receive a time table of
beneficial when planning their own
performance workshops to attend and
concert in the next academic year. This
are required to do so independently.
would not have happened if it wasn’t
Saturday performance workshops
for the support of the fantastic workers
begin at 9am and are completed by
from Higher Horizons.
9pm…it is a great taste of the hard
work and dedication required within
the performing arts industry! On
Sunday, the students share back their
performance work and this year it was
exceptional!! The level of skill and
performance discipline was astonishing
and it was wonderful to see all students
perform with confidence.
The coach journey home was a
lot quieter than the coach journey
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DANCE DIVAS
On 30th January, our Year 9
dancers were very excited to be a
university student for the day!
Students were invited to Chester
University to explore options and
higher education for life after
BCA. Students were put through
their paces as they attended two
practical workshops focussing on
the technique and professionalism
required for contemporary and
street dance and then went
straight into a lecture led by a
‘Doctor of Dance’ exploring the
origin of contemporary dance.
The day was in preparation for a
performance on 2nd April at the
famous Parr Hall theatre in the
town centre.
MOVE IT
It was a dark, cold Saturday
morning as our dance students
left for the bright lights of London
at 5am. We arrived at the Excel
Centre full of excitement for the
day ahead.

casually brushing shoulders with
dance stars from stage and screen.
Not only were our students lucky
enough to talk to some of these
celebrities of the dance world,
but some also participated in
professional level dance classes!

audience) and joined the other 200
dancers aging from 3 years old to 73
years old! What an opportunity. What
a moment!

We were spoilt for choice of
things to do, which included
watching large scale performances
as well as the Hip-Hop ‘dance off’
competition which some of our
very own body poppers were
excited to take part in.
Stall after stall of dance themed
merchandise was coupled with
hundreds of stalls set up by Higher
Education providers. Our students
from Y9-Y11 had the chance to
find out more about how to get
in to their chosen universities and
what they can be doing now to
make those dreams come true.
It truly was the Dance trip that
dreams are made of (with a little
sprinkle of stardust!).
HALF TIME HEROES
Our students were invited to
perform on the pitch at Halliwell
Jones stadium during half time of
the Warrington Vs Hull match on
18th May.
The audience was quite possibly
our biggest audience yet
consisting of 15,000 people! The
students took to the pitch (for
some of them, this was their first
time performing in front of a live

THANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC
@BCAPerform gave us yet another
amazing summer show last term with
their production of Mama Mia. The
show stopping performance had the
audience singing and dancing in their
seats. We cannot wait to see what they
have planned for this year…

There were thousands of people in
attendance and our students were

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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Combined Cadet Force @BCA
Combined Cadet Force – Altcar
Weekend Residential
19 cadets from our contingent took
part in a residential with cadets from
other Contingents at a local Army
Training Camp.

Combined Cadet Force – Are you up SOON. DO YOU HAVE THE
for the challenge?
CHARACTER TO JOIN???
WE
NEED YOU! YEAR 7’S – WATCH
All of the BCA cadets took part in an
OUT FOR THE ASSEMBLY FROM
Army Obstacle Course activity over
UNDER OFFICER JOLLEY AND
two extended enrichment sessions.
Our CCF Cadets got to travel to Altcar SECOND LIEUTENANT RYDER!

Military Training Camp (between
In preparation for the week-long
Liverpool and Southport) to test
Summer Camp our cadets took
themselves against an Army Assault
part in a weekend residential at
Course. Cadets had to undergo
Altcar Training Camp. A busy
intense instruction on how to tackle
days preparation and kit checks
each obstacle both as an individual
progressed to our first ever residential and as a team – one obstacle being
as a CCF Contingent and our first
higher than a house!
exposure to other Contingents.
Cadets soon realised the benefits
Cadets took part in intense Skill at
of collaboration and their strategies
Arms Training (weapons) and had to
came into practice as teams
pass a 15 minute practical assessment competed against each other. The
called a Weapons Handling Test
activity brought out the worst fears in
before being allowed to take part in
some; these were conquered through
a Blank Firing Exercise on the Sunday excellent coaching from Second
– their first Advance to Contact! Their Lieutenant Ryder and comradery
skills in fire and movement were put
from other cadets. Resilience,
determination, teamwork, leadership,
to the test as they responded to fire
communication… you name it – our
control orders whilst under enemy
cadets demonstrated it!
fire and navigating through smoke
grenades!
Above all it was great fun. It was
brilliant to get on an Army Base and
I struggled to pass the
to see soldiers and some of the other
Weapons Handling Test the
activities that our cadets are looking
first time and I learned the
forward to doing.
feeling of disappointment.
Cadet Josh Peers was amazed as both
It wasn’t until I had the
himself and the smallest cadet that we
opportunity to re-visit the
have in the contingent both managed
skills I had been taught,
to scale the wall (without assistance)
pulled myself together and
before anyone else; proving that size
then put myself through the
means nothing against determination!
test again – I passed and
Cadet Maxwell Spurling: ‘Joining was
could fire, it was brilliant!
the best choice I’ve made’
Luke Thomason

“

”

What did you do last weekend?
SPEAK TO MR RYDER OR MISS
JOLLEY FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND TO DISCUSS JOINING!

22

SPEAK TO MR RYDER OR MISS
JOLLEY FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND TO DISCUSS JOINING –
ESPECIALLY IF YOU ARE IN YEAR
7 AS OUR RECRUITMENT STARTS

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

Combined Cadet Force @BCA
Combined Cadet Force – …we’re
in safe hands now!
8 of our very own cadets from
Years 8 – 10 have qualified as
Young First Aiders.
First Aid training is delivered as
one of the core subjects of the
Army Proficiency Certificate. At
BCA CCF our cadets complete the
St John Ambulance Youth First Aid
course; comprising of 12 hours of
contact time and three practical
assessments.
The cadets are now fully trained
and qualified in a range of
lifesaving techniques such as
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR), the recovery position and
how to deal with a severe bleed.
They also have a significantly
increased knowledge of other
medical conditions and treatments
such as epilepsy, diabetes and low
blood sugar – handy to know!
Cadets are now able to wear the
red St John Ambulance badge on
their blanking plates to signify this
achievement and are certificated.
Speak to Mr Ryder or Miss Jolley
for more information and to
discuss joining!

Mac to the rescue!
Macauley Ryan put this training to
practice on a recent family holiday.
Macualey’s dad told us: ‘On the
28th April 2019 Macauley was
swimming on holiday in Turkey. He
was being observant of children
playing around the pool without
armbands or swimming aids. He
noticed a little boy who was around
4 or 5 years of age with his family
near the pool. The child suddenly
decided to jump in the pool.
Mac noticed that the child was
having difficulties in the water and
saw that he wasn’t able to get back
to the surface unaided. Without a
second thought he swam over, and
managed to lift up the child and
place them on the side of the pool,
then sat consoling him and calmed
the child down.’
The child’s mother was completely
beside herself and couldn’t thank Mac
enough for his actions and rescuing
her son.

the different roles of an armoured
regiment, its vehicles, weapons
systems and engagements. They
even got the opportunity use the tank
simulators and take up the roles of
Tank Commander and Gunner for
simulated exercises.

“
“

It was good to find out
that all roles in the Army
are now open to women
too.
Faith Ratcliff

”

I enjoyed talking to
the soliders about their
careers and the vehicles
that they drive; I loved
the tank simulator – it
was better than Fortnite!
Kyle McKendrick

”

Understandably, Macauley’s family are
immensely proud of his heroic actions
as are we at BCA!

WHAT A HERO!
Cadets get ‘look at life’ and Careers
information, advice and guidance!
The Queen’s Own Yeomanry (QOY)
is a light cavalry regiment in the
Army Reserve. As a light armoured
reconnaissance unit, its role involves
operating in front of other friendly
forces to gather intelligence on the
enemy and the environment.
Our cadets attended Fox Barracks,
Chester, at the invite of the QOY and
got the opportunity to learn about

BCA ACADEMYBCA
FOCUS
ACADEMY FOCUS

23

PRIMARY PAGES

PRIMARY PAGES
BOLD BOOK CLUB BRILLIANCE!
Year 4 students from local BOLD
cluster primaries have been spending
some of their afternoons reading and
reviewing an exciting range of books
at BCA with the help of Waterstones
Warrington.
Students from local primaries have
been engaging in a range of activities
around reading and reviewing
books. Kat, the former children’s
book manager from Waterstones in
Golden Square, brought a selection
of exciting books for the students to
peruse and select.
Once the book had been chosen
students were provided with a copy
and enthusiastically committed to
reading it before the next book club
meeting! Books chosen included:
Pamela Butchart ‘To Wee or Not
to Wee’ and ‘Attack of the Demon
Dinner Dinner Ladies’ which were
really popular, the ‘Milk’, ‘Toto the
Ninja Cat and the Snake Escape’ by
Dermot O’Leary, ‘Nothing to See Here
Hotel’ by Steven Butler, ‘Good Dog
McTavish’ by Meg Rosoff and ‘Jolly
Roger and the Ghostly Galleon’ by
Jonny Duddle.

Huge thanks to Mrs Burns Literacy
Leader, BCA & Mrs Minshull our
wonderful BCA librarian who run
these sessions. We are looking
forward to the next cohort of Year 4s
to join us next year.

“

It was my pleasure to work
with St. Ann’s Primary School
again this year on the topic of
the human circulatory system.
The pupils enjoyed looking at
the structure of a mammalian
heart during a heart dissection
and they didn’t miss a beat
when it came to asking and
answering questions! The
pupils had clearly done a lot
of in depth work with their
class teachers beforehand,
and the opportunity to see
some of the structures they
had discussed in real life,
reinforced their learning. I
could see a couple of future
heart surgeons in the mix!
M Walsh

”

At our review meetings students
were involved in discussions, drama,
storytelling, presenting and even
created their own book adverts as
ways of reviewing what they had
read. All students thoroughly enjoyed
attending the sessions and have
become eager readers, who will
hopefully continue to enjoy a love of
reading throughout their lives!
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Higher Writers Aiming High
Expert Writers!
The Year 5 Higher Writers’ Group
was launched with a bang by Rob
Parker, our ‘Writer in Residence’
here at BCA! He shared his top
tips for creating, building and
describing characters – the theme
this year.
This was then followed by expert
sessions from: Executive Principal
Mr Moorcroft, who explored the
opening chapter of ‘The Lion
The Witch and the Wardrobe’;
Principal Mr Harris, looking at
character development in ‘My
Father is a Polar Bear’; Head of
English Mrs Charnock who led
a session on describing hands
and eyes; Assistant Principal Mrs
Rixham who analysed Charles
Dickens’ character of Miss
Havisham and finally Mrs Russell
who inspired all with Mary Shelly’s
‘Frankenstein’.
This amazing event culminated
with a celebration and awards
evening at Waterstones in
Warrington. Yet again we were
blown away by the exceptionally
high standard of writing Well done
to all involved.

NINJA WARRIOR
Every weekend our local kids
enjoy coming to our Saturday
Academy. And as you will all know by
now, we have performing arts, sports club,
street dance and karate each week for
you to get involved with. We just wanted
to celebrate and show how well our
karate kids are doing. So a big congrats to
the girls for smashing their grading.
Why don’t you come along and show
us your inner ninja!

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS

BCA ACADEMY FOCUS
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MEET THE TEACHER
Miss E Atherton

ANNUAL EVENTS

Teacher of French and Spanish
off learning from them certainly

BA Hons (First class) Translation and

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP AND GO
TO SCHOOL/UNIVERSITY ETC?

Interpreting – French and Spanish

I grew up in Warrington. I went to

enjoyable.

PGCE Secondary MFL (French and

St Joseph’s RC Primary and then to

Spanish)

St Gregory’s RC High School. I then

WHAT ARE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS?

makes life easier and more

decided to study my A-levels (French,

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GO INTO
TEACHING?

Spanish & English Language) at Carmel

Firstly, at secondary school, my French

at The University of Salford.

College and after that went on to study

and Spanish teacher was the ultimate
I aspired to be when I was older;

WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES AND
INTERESTS?

organised, motivated and inspiring. She

My main hobby is reading! I have one

provided me with so much extra home

non-fiction book and a fiction book on

learning which allowed me to learn at

the go. I recently read The Tattooist of

a pace and level suitable to my ability.

Auschwitz and thoroughly enjoyed it.

Due to such a positive experience

I also enjoy watching documentaries,

at secondary school, I continued my

especially those centred around

education with a distinct focus on

Auschwitz and WW2.

role model. She was exactly what

languages. During my year abroad
in the heart of Barcelona where I taught

WHAT IMPRESSES YOU ABOUT
BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY?

English to native Spanish children from

BCA is a place where no one, teachers

the ages of 3-16. This confirmed my

included, is embarrassed to make

love for both languages and teaching in

mistakes. Having a culture in which

an environment bustling people.

everyone makes mistakes and thrives

while studying at university, I lived right

@BCA_mfl

Our sporting successes were
celebrated at a wonderful
afternoon event at BCA’s
Sports Awards.

CLOSE FOR HALF TERM: FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER
RETURN TO SCHOOL: MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 7 ACADEMIC TRANSITION EVENT
3.30PM ONWARDS: THURSDAY 14TH NOVEMBER
FINISH FOR CHRISTMAS: FRIDAY 20TH DECEMBER

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

The whole school turned out
for our Sports Day at Victoria
Park. It was great to see staff
and students supporting
each other with some great
team and individual results.

RETURN TO SCHOOL: TUESDAY 7TH JANAURY
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Keep up to date with the Academy
Visit our website for regular updates and key information about the Academy at:

www.bca.warrington.ac.uk

...by
following
us on
Twitter

Receive
daily
updates...

DOWNLOAD
OUR NEW
APP

Search
for your
favourite
department

...and
Facebook

“I can, I do and I will be”

@Beamont Collegiate Academy

£2.00 each
Or £3.00 if taking part in two sessions

Every Term Time
Saturday !

PERFORMING
ARTS

STREET

KARATE

10.am - 11.30

11.30am - 12.30

10.30am - 11.30

10.30am - 12.30

Come along and
be creative at BCA
Performing Arts. Learn
to sing, dance and act
with our LIPA trained
team. Fab, fun and
really friendly!

Come along and
learn to pop, lock and
bounce with BCA street
dance. A cool and
energy fuelled class for
everyone who wants to
ﬁnd their inner rhythm.

Learn new skills and
self defence, get
ﬁt and build self
conﬁdence with BCA
Karate. Learn from one
of the best.

Drop in and get
involved with different
types of sports.
Included: football,
badminton, basketball,
tennis, dodgeball and
many, many more!

Year 2 upwards

Year 2 upwards

Year 2 upwards

SPORTS CLUB

Year 3 upwards

Girls and boys are welcome to all our classes

Saturday Academy

To find out more or book a place at any of the events
please contact us at:
Beamont Collegiate Academy, Long Lane, Warrington, WA2 8PX T: 01925 579500 E: saturdayacademy@bca.warrington.ac.uk W: www.bca.warrington.ac.uk

BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY
LONG LANE
WARRINGTON
WA2 8PX
Tel: 01925 579500 Fax: 01925 579505
Email: mail@bca.warrington.ac.uk
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