
 

  
   
  
 
 
 
 

English: Students will explore a range of poetry from across the ages that deal with the universal themes of love and loss. They will continue to develop their 
understanding of how poetic techniques have been used for effect, and explore the powerful impact of language choice across the poetry anthology. Following on 
from their initial study of poetry in year 7, they will further their knowledge of poetic techniques as well as developing the more complex skill of poetry comparison. 
They will continue to develop their skills of analysis and their independent written responses.  

Maths: Students will use knowledge from both Year 7 and Half Term 2 in Year 8, to solve equations using various methods. These will range from simple one-step 
problems, to problems which involve two or more steps. Students will also look to apply these techniques in simple cases. Students will further build on their fraction 
knowledge, with an emphasis being on students being able to work confidently with fractions and mixed numbers, in many of the same ways in which they work 
with integers. 

Science: Students will study Respiration and Photosynthesis and The Earth’s Resources. This will involve the study the biochemical processes that sustain life in 
plants, animals and unicellular organisms. They will learn how the human respiratory and circulatory systems work together to move oxygen and carbon dioxide in 
to and out of the body. In The Earth’s Resources the students will study the structure of the Earth and the resources it contains. They will study the three different 
groups of rock, how they are formed and what they can be used for. The students will also learn how metals are extracted from metal ores present in the Earth’s 
crust, whether this is sustainable and how this impacts the environment. 

Art: Students will study Antoni Gaudi and 3D developments. They will develop an understanding of a range of drawing techniques, focusing on weight of line, 
shading, blending, crosshatching, colour and mark making. Students will use card manipulation techniques focusing on folding laminating, twisting to create new 
ideas relevant to intentions. The final ideas will be developed into a 3D relief sculpture. 

Technology: Engineering Students will be working on a community centre project where they will be tasked with researching, designing and making a prototype 
of their final idea. They will cover workshop health and safety and build on a range of CAD and laser cutting skills implemented within year 7. Students also get to 
experience a festival design unit based on the success of local festival Neighbourhood Weekender, this will concentrate on congestion, site design and branding. 

Dance: Students will explore the genre of Musical Theatre recalling upon their performance skills learned previously. Students will explore the key themes and 
issues that feature throughout The School of Rock through the use of singing, dancing and acting. Our young performers will learn how the three disciplines are 
combined to help portray a narrative developing an appreciation for the skills required by professional performers who perform in this style of theatre. 

Music 
Students will take their understanding of chords, rhythm and ensemble work to assist them in the topic of Reggae music. Students will be introduced to the concept 
of time signatures and syncopation to support them in learning to play elements of reggae songs, which they will then use as part of a band. Students will be 
assessed by a variety of listening tests and a live performance of their chosen reggae song. 

Drama 
Students will be continuing to study the rules of performance. We will build on our studies from last half term through developing skills of characterisation through 
the use of script. We will explore Willy Russell's play ’Our Day Out’ and develop an understanding of how to transform a scene from ‘page’ to ‘stage’. We will continue 
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to develop knowledge and understanding of key strategies such as ‘Thought in the Head’, ‘flash back’ and ‘split screen’ and examine how these strategies can be 
integrated into scenarios. 

Geography: Students will build on their learning of the UK by applying this new knowledge to the areas of the Danube and Yangtze Rivers. They will develop their 
understanding of how people and countries contribute to climate change and how resources are provided for human use. They will learn new knowledge about how 
rivers shape their landscape, how precipitation can influence the land and how urban issues in Budapest compare with Shanghai. Skills to be developed include 
histograms, relief maps, scale and percentages. Literacy skill development will focus on comparison.   

History: Pupils will begin to study the Slave Trade, including Britain’s role with a focus on empire. Pupils will then study the experience of African Americans over 
time, understanding the life of a slave, emancipation, and the struggle for Civil Rights in the 20th Century. 

Computing: Students will build on their knowledge through the creation of interactive multimedia products. Their appreciation of audience, purpose, house style 
and interactivity will enable them to deliver enhanced user experiences for a range of purposes and will also ensure the quality of their KS3 e-portfolio. They will be 
given opportunities to develop their grasp of the computing in the broader sense with development of their interactive timeline of computing and this will further 
embed a sense of where what they are doing fits into the bigger picture. 

French: Students will consolidate their understanding of weather and will learn new vocabulary to talk about technology and how it is used.  We will build on 
grammatical rules learned last half term by reinforcing the rules of present tense verbs and applying them to the new phrases learned to discuss technology. 
Students will learn how to use a range of time phrases and infinitive phrases alongside using complex justifications, opinion phrases and connectives.  We will 
continue to focus on French phonics and pronunciation whilst also developing reading, listening and writing skills. 

Spanish: Students will consolidate their knowledge of family members and learn how to describe people, both in terms of physical appearance and personality.  In 
addition, we will build on grammatical rules learned last half term by reinforcing the rules of adjectival agreements.  Students will learn how to make simple 
comparisons alongside using negatives, intensifiers and connectives.  We will continue to focus on Spanish phonics and pronunciation whilst also developing reading, 
listening and writing skills.   

Religious Studies: Students will continue the study of Judaism they began last term. They will investigate some of the practices and beliefs of Judaism and 
evaluate how they impact upon the lives of Jews.  They will explore and contextualise issues concerning contemporary Judaism, analysing and interpreting a variety 
of sources.   

Physical Education: Students will follow two sports over the half term. One activity will be an individual performance and one a team performance (fitness and 
football for girls and badminton and rugby for boys). Students will develop more advanced techniques and focus on the application of these techniques into 
increasingly competitive situations. Fitness will give the students the knowledge and skills required to devise and carry out a personal training programme with 
targets set on baseline fitness test scores. 

PSHE: Year 8 will have three themes that they will cover this term.  Firstly, Healthy Body; this will include a balanced diet and eating disorders awareness. Then, 
moving onto British Values; protected characteristics and respect for the community. The last session will be the  'Living in the Wider World' and careers education 

Food: Following on from their introduction to food in year 7, students will continue to work to develop their food hygiene and safety, food preparation and cooking 
skills. Knife skills will be further developed to include more refined cutting, and students will learn how to use an increased range of equipment commonly found in 
a domestic kitchen. This is to ensure students are capable of producing healthy, balanced meals and snacks safely and effectively, and how to plan to ensure these 
meals are nutritious and suitable for the purpose/consumer. During their work with food, students will develop an awareness of commodities, seasons, food science, 
nutrition and healthy lifestyle choices. 

 


