
 

  
   
  
 
 
 
 

English: 
In English Literature, students will be consolidating their knowledge of the anthology poetry, as well as the contemporary play, DNA. Building upon their knowledge 
of these texts from year ten students will practice independent responses to examination style questions with a focus on detailed and sophisticated language 
analysis. Students will be preparing for their examinations by practicing quotation recall, poetry comparison and applying the technical terminology that they have 
developed across their 4 years of study.  During their English Language lessons, students will be refining their examination technique across both papers with a 
focus on developing independence and autonomy to ensure that they reach their potential in their GCSE examinations. 

Maths: 
Each Year 11 class will be working on specific areas of the curriculum which have been identified by their class teacher as being a weakness, based upon analysis 
of the PPE’s. Teachers will also be ensuring that students have the skills and knowledge necessary in order to complete PPE 2. Emphasis will be on examination 
practice, with staff modelling examination questions before students attempt questions independently. 

Combined Science: 
Students should recall details of the human nervous system and its structure and function. They should link this with work on nerve cells and should be able to 
describe a reflex arc, with detail of synaptic transmission. Students should appreciate that receptors detect a change in a stimulus and not the stimulus itself. They 
should be able to describe an electrical impulse accurately. Students will study wave properties such as wavelength, amplitude, and period leading to the relationships 
between period, frequency and wave speed, frequency, and wavelength. They will also measure the speed of sound in air and the speed of ripples on water.. 

Biology: 
All students should be aware of evidence for evolution, including the fossil record and reasons for extinction. They should be able to describe antibiotic resistant 
bacteria and their fast evolution, in particular the problem of MRSA. They should link this to earlier units about disease. Students will study communities, 
environments, adaptations, and competition. There are a number of ecological terms including community, population, habitat, ecosystem, abiotic factor, and biotic 
factor, and students should recall the precise meaning of each. Students should understand how organisms are adapted to survive in many different conditions and 
how feeding relationships are represented in food chains.  

Chemistry: 
Students will learn about the difference between finite and renewable resources. Students understanding of finite and renewable resources should be applied to the 
need to reuse and recycle, and they should be able to carry out life cycle assessments on products. Students should be able to describe the different ways that 
water is treated. Students should also apply knowledge of electrolysis to the extraction of copper.  Students will also study a series of different material types – 
alloys, polymers, ceramics, glass, and composites. Students will look at the Haber process and how it is carried out economically on an industrial scale.  

Physics: 
Students will exam the formation of the solar system from a nebula, particularly the formation of the Sun from hydrogen gas into a protostar until it reaches the 
main sequence. They will also describe the pathways for small stars from main sequence through red giants, white dwarfs, and finally black dwarfs along with the 
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pathway for larger stars through red supergiant, supernova and neutron star/black holes has been described. Higher-tier students will discuss the role of centripetal 
force and acceleration in more detail for planets and artificial satellites. All students will evaluate the evidence for an expanding universe prompted by the red shift 
of the majority of galaxies leading to Edwin Hubble’s conclusions and the Big Bang theory. Finally, students will discuss the models predicting the distant future of 
the universe touching on the role of dark matter and dark energy. 

Geography: 
Students will complete their learning of hazards, recapping weather hazards and then studying tectonic hazards of earthquakes and volcanoes. Case studies of 
disasters in Pakistan and the UK will be investigated as well as Hurricane Katrina. Students will then move on to the topic UK in the 21st Century, focussing on the 
characteristics of the UK with a focus on population, economy, media and trade. The UK’s role in the conflict in Ukraine will be studied as well as the impact of 
multiculturalism in the UK. 

History: 
Students will begin their studies of Medicine Through Time.  They will be looking at a few different time periods, starting with the Middle Ages, through the 
Renaissance and into the 19th Century.  Students will understand the concepts of change and continuity over time, through their work on beliefs about the causes 
of illness, treatments used, and issues surrounding public health.   Will we build on their understanding of chronology, and key features of different time periods. 

Spanish: 
Students will revisit the topic of school and consolidate their understanding of destinations, types of holidays, activities and transport. In addition, they will learn to 
recognise vocabulary relating to extracurricular activities. We will build on grammatical rules by reinforcing modal verbs which are used with school rules and also 
study the formation of key verbs in the imperfect tense. We will focus on Spanish phonics and pronunciation whilst also developing reading, listening and writing 
skills. Pupils will begin to practise answers for their GCSE speaking exams where they may be required to discuss school. 

Art: 
In Art students will start final exam preparation in readiness for their 10 hour exam in March. The GCSE exam paper will be distributed to students in the first week 
back in January.  Students will select a suitable exam question that builds on their strengths and begin to research the project. This will take the form of sketchbook 
developments and design sheets. 

Dance / Drama: 
Our young dancers and actors will be continuing to explore how to create professional performance work and the creative intentions of performance. Our young 
performers will build on their studies from previous exploration of responding to stimuli and creating a performance that fulfils an external brief. We will continue 
to develop knowledge and understanding of initial response, development and self-reflection. 

Music: 
Students have their exam in the first week of the new term. Once this has been completed, Students will be putting the fine touches on their composition unit. 
Once all of Unit 4 has been handed in, Students will be introduced to Unit 5. Unit 5 is a performance unit where the focus is on the individual and the amount of 
progress that can be made with exemplary planning and preparation. Students will explore various skills and techniques that will benefit an individual performance 
at the end of the unit.   

Hospitality and Catering: 
Students have commenced and are working through unit 2, hospitality and catering in action. They will research, propose and cook 2 dishes suitable for a particular 
brief. This will be assessed during a 9 hour controlled assessment. Students will need to produce a report, explaining why their dishes are nutritious, suitable for 
particular ages, stages and special dietary requirements, justify why they are suitable for the given context and meet customer requirements, create a production 
plan that considers hygiene and safety and contingencies, then utilise a variety of preparation, cooking and finishing techniques to meet the assessment criteria. 



 

Engineering: 
Students will begin unit 3 of their Designing the Built Environment course, this is the final coursework unit and will cover theory lessons teaching students on the 
materials and components of a successful, structurally sound building. They will also go on to research sustainable approaches to building and a number of eco 
design features. 

Religious Studies: 
Students will continue with their study of Unit 2, with a focus on Islamic beliefs about Crime and Punishment.  The students will complete this unit as well as having 
time to revisit areas of development identified from PPE 1 in preparation for PPE2. The students will be strengthening their understanding of the expectations of 
exam questions, in particular how to structure their answers clearly and succinctly in order to demonstrate their knowledge. 

Physical Education: 
Students will explore the structure and function of the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory system. They will then measure personal baseline fitness levels and 
devise an appropriate fitness training programme based on examination and prior unit learning. The programme will be progressive showing variation and flair and 
predict the impact on the different body systems justifying all choices made. Students will then be required to monitor the programme, make adaptations and give 
a full evaluation as to its effectiveness. 

 


