
 

  

English  
Students will explore poetry throughout the ages. They will analyse poems from a wide range of genres and eras and track the changes in the poetic conventions. Building 
upon their existing knowledge of poetry from years 7 and 8, students will sharpen their knowledge of context through a study of a literary timeline that tracks Elizabethan 
poetry right through to contemporary poetry. They will explore advanced ideas about how gender roles have changed as well as how attitudes to love and society have 
developed. Students will build upon their existing technical knowledge and use this to develop extended analysis across the full range of poems. The skill of poetry 
comparison that was introduced in year 8 will be developed further as students are given the opportunity to compare poetry from different eras.  

Maths  
Students will be using the methods and techniques for solving equations from year 8 to solve problems, whilst also developing these skills further to solve equations which 
look less ‘familiar’. Students will then continue to develop their ability to carry out each of the four operations confidently with fractions, and mixed numbers. There are 
also   opportunities for students to see how these skills can be applied to solve problems. Towards the end of the term students will develop their understanding of 
Probability, including understanding how to use two-way tables, and tree diagrams. 

Science 
Students will study the units, ‘Disease’ and ‘Transport Systems’. In the ‘Disease’ unit, students will see how the concept of health is affected by communicable and non-
communicable diseases. In the ‘Transport Systems’ unit, students will learn about the organisation of animals and plants in particular the heart, the gas exchange system 
and different plant tissues. They should draw on knowledge of diffusion, osmosis and active transport from previous units and apply knowledge learnt to suggest suitable 
treatments for different problems that may occur. 

Geography 
Continuing on from their studies of The USA, students will apply their new knowledge in the new context of the Mediterranean. Students will develop their learning of river 
management and weather impacts. Students will learn new knowledge of how coasts are managed, why the Suez Canal is so important and comparing development in 
Barcelona and Marrakesh. Students will develop skills of latitude and longitude, choosing appropriate types of graphs and reliability of data. Literacy skills will focus on 
evaluation.   

History 
Students will build upon their knowledge of Nazi Germany and the rise of the dictatorships in Europe, to begin learning about the causes and effects of the Second World 
War.  This will lead into an in-depth study of the Holocaust, including a focus on genocide, and examples from throughout the 20th Century. 

Computing  
There are 2 pathways for year 9 Computing and term 2 is where they become a little more distinct from each other. Groups 9GCS1, 9GCS2, 9JCS1 and 9JCS2 are referred 
to as ‘Computing with IT’ and the other 4 groups are ‘IT with Computing’. The Computing with IT pathway will be developing their Computer Science grasp through a 
greater depth of Computer Systems, focussing on storage, networks and IT security. They will also develop their computational thinking skills, through programming using 
Python and web based languages such as HTML and JavaScript. Whereas the IT with Computing cohort will gain a greater insight in the development of interactive media. 
They will emphasise audience and accessibility of the features of their products and then experience a range of component development for these purposes, such as; video, 
sound, image and animation. 
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Religious Studies  
Students will explore Christianity as the main religious tradition in the UK. They will investigate the scriptural origins of the major religious festivals and the person of Jesus 
through biblical exegesis. They will continue to develop their evaluative writing skills and use of scripture to support reasoned arguments.   

Dance & Drama  
Students will explore the stimulus of “Home” and will create original performance work in response to this in preparation for their live performance at The Parr Hall.  We 
will continue to build upon the skills developed from last half term through exploring skills of ensemble and symbolism in performance. An emphasis of professionalism and 
the requirements of a professional performer are the core of this half term to ensure that our young performers are confident and prepared for their live performance.  

Art 
Students will study the Dot Art project of 2020. They will research different artists that use architecture to inspire their work and form their own opinions for their ideas. 
From this students will develop their own response to the project researching ideas through drawings and photography. The final piece could be a drawing, painting or 
mixed media development. 

Physical Education  
Students will follow two sports over the half term. One activity will be an individual performance and one a team performance (fitness and football for girls and badminton 
and rugby for boys). Focus of lessons will be development of tactics and strategies in a fully competitive situation adapted to ability levels. Fitness will explore the range of 
activities that are popular in the leisure industry and give students a taster of varied activities including step, yoga, circuit training, weight training and boxercise. 

Music 
The Year 9 Musicians will continue on their journey of exploring the effects and techniques of Film Music in preparation of composing their own piece of music to accompany 
a short film.  With John Williams as their focus, students will develop an understanding of techniques used in film scenes; textures such as drones and major / minor tones. 
Students will use this experience to compose a short piece of music that demonstrates this understanding. Once this is complete, students will work in groups to compose 
their own music to accompany sections of a nature documentary.  

Engineering 
Year 9 will continue their project based learning and build on their initial areas of research into both Warrington and the BCA site. This term students are tasked with being 
far more creative and developing key technical drawings such as floor plans, site plans, elevation drawings and 3D CAD visualisations of their own idea. They will also after 
development model their idea and look to present their final prototype. 

Hospitality and Catering 
Students will continue to learn more advanced food preparation and cooking skills, making a wide range of dishes that fall into many categories such as mains, desserts, 
snacks, accompaniments, side dishes and sauces. Knife skills will be developed further, with students using a larger range of equipment and bigger variety of knives to 
perform different tasks. Students will learn how to use a range of equipment commonly found in a domestic kitchen, as well as more advanced pieces more likely to be 
found in professional kitchens.  

French & Spanish  
Students will consolidate their understanding of food & drink to talk about what they normally eat & drink for different meals. They will learn to say why certain foods are 
healthy or unhealthy and consolidate understanding of modal verbs to talk about what people should and shouldn’t eat in order to be healthy. We will also revisit sports 
vocabulary.  We will build on grammatical rules learned last half term by reinforcing the rules of present tense, past tense and now revisiting future tense so that pupils 
can recognise and use three time frames.  Over the course of the next term, pupils will work together to apply their knowledge in order to create a video clip and a leaflet 
giving advice about healthy living.   

PSHE Year 9 will have three themes that they will cover this term.  Firstly, Health & Lifestyle; cancer, self-check and coping with life pressures. Then, moving onto British 
Values; protected characteristics and respect for the community. The last session will be the 'Living in the Wider World' and careers education.  

 


