
 

 

       

  

 

Ref GHA/CHE/WS/002 

 

6 April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We have reached what has been a very challenging half-half term for our school community 

and I’d like to thank you all for your ongoing support. Closing the academy on Friday                           

20 March has resulted in our staff and students having to work in unusual and unfamiliar ways. 

Teachers, especially, are having to adapt to new ways of delivering lessons so that students 

can still continue to learn and progress through their curriculum during the closure. It’s been 

really pleasing to see so many of our students engaging with lessons via Google classroom and 

showing such great resilience and determination to keep working so that they are well placed 

to continue with their education when we return to school. As parents and carers you have a 

vital role to play here by ensuring your children continue to work through all the lessons and 

assignments teachers are setting. The harsh reality here is that if students do not continue to 

work from home during the closure they face a real risk of future underachievement when they 

return. After Easter you will receive documentation that outlines exactly what the students 

should be working towards in each subject.  

 

If you need any support accessing the resources and activities teachers are placing on Google 

Classroom it is essential that you contact us on one of the following emails so that we can 

support you with finding a solution:  

 

askyear7@bca.warrington.ac.uk 

askyear8@bbca.warrington.ac.uk 

askyear9@bca.warrington.ac.uk 

askyear10@bca.warrington.ac.uk 

askyear11@bca.warrington.ac.uk 

 

As the school closure continues we are intent on trying to stay in touch with our community 

and keep you up to date with changes we might make to the way we are working.  This will 

be done through school app and text messages. I’d also encourage you all to follow the 

academy’s social media platforms and those of your children’s teachers. We have also updated 

our YouTube channel so the students will receive updates from some of the teachers they 

would normally see on a day to day basis.  
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Throughout the Easter holidays the academy will remain open for some children, including 

those children whose parents are keyworkers. We have contacted the parents of the children 

entitled to attend over the next two weeks so that we are clear about who we are expecting 

each day. It is essential that only these children attend the academy. It also absolutely critical 

that we continue to emphasise to all of the students who are not attending the academy to 

remain at home and follow all government guidance in relation to social distancing and the 

role we all play in reducing the rate of Coronavirus infection.  

 

On Friday 2 April the Department for Education and OfQual, the exams regulator, released 

further information as to how our Year 11 students will be awarded their 2020 GCSE grades. 

Our Vice Principal, Sarah Mullen, will be writing to you in due to course to outline how students 

will be graded. In the meantime, our advice for all Year 11 students is to continue to work 

through your courses via Google Classroom. We are currently working closely with a number 

of 6th form colleges to ensure the transition into Year 12 is as smooth as possible.   

 

Over the last few weeks good news stories have been somewhat rare. However, one such 

story is the role BCA is playing in supporting the NHS. Using the manufacturing facilities at our 

STEM Centre and under the stewardship of our Director of STEM, Chris Hillidge, staff have 

been producing equipment to protect NHS workers and also components to increase the 

oxygen supply to patients experiencing difficulties. This contribution to support the NHS in its 

work to control the impact of Coronavirus is something everyone associated with our academy 

can be proud of.  

 

Finally, I’d like to thank you for all the support you have offered the academy over the last few 

weeks. It’s clear that as a community we are drawing on the support of each over in what are 

clearly uncertain times. I hope over the coming weeks you manage to find some quality time 

as a family despite the challenge the current situation is presenting.  

 

I’ll look forward to updating you again shortly.  

 

Best wishes and the very best of health.  

 

 
 
 

Gareth Harris 
Principal 

      


