
 

  
   
  
 
 
 
 

English Language: 
Students will be consolidating the skills needed for English Language paper 2. Students will study a range of non-fiction extracts from the 19th 20th and 21st 
century. Students will explore how writers present their viewpoints and perspectives in these texts.  Exemplar examination answers will be provided to help them 
to structure their own responses and success criteria and writing frames to support their academic writing style and to build their confidence with the approaches 
to the examination style questions.  
English Literature: 
At the end of year nine, students received a GCSE poetry anthology. This is a really exciting unit for students, as they continue to explore the poetry that they will 
study for their GCSE English Literature course. Students will focus on recapping and building on their existing knowledge of poetic techniques, as well as exploring 
6 key poems, annotating them in their own anthology before answering some extended questions to secure and extend their knowledge further. Each poem explores 
the theme of romantic relationships and students will deepen their understanding of these key themes, as well as broaden their understanding of poetic forms and 
techniques. 
Maths:  
Students in Year 10 will cover a range of topics from each of the key strands of mathematics, namely, Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measure, Ratio and 
Proportion, Probability, and Statistics. Students in Year 10 will begin by focusing on working with indices. Higher level students will extend this to negative and 
fractional indices. Following this, students will extend their understanding of Standard Form which will be needed in both GCSE Mathematics and GCSE Science. 
Following this number topic, students will look at expressions and formulae within the algebra-strand. Again, much of this topic, has cross curricular links with 
Science. Higher level students will look at changing the subject of complex formulae through rearrangement. 
Combined Science:  
Combined Trilogy - Energy Changes, Bioenergetics, Chemistry of the Atmosphere, Genome. 
In the unit ‘Energy Changes’, students will learn about the energy transfers that occur during chemical reactions. They should understand that an exothermic 
reaction transfers energy from the system to the surroundings, and an endothermic reaction transfers energy from the surroundings to the system. Students will 
the study ‘Acids and Bases’, and will learn about salts and how they are prepared, including from metals and acids, acids and bases, and acids and carbonates and 
how these relate to the pH scale. Students will then study ‘Chemistry of the Atmosphere’ and will learn about the Earth’s atmosphere. They will be able to describe 
the volcanic activity theory of the origin of the atmosphere, but they should be able to interpret evidence concerning other theories. As part of their biology 
curriculum, students will study ‘Bioenergetics’ regarding the factors that affect the rate of photosynthesis and students should understand of the fate of glucose – 
making links with Cell Biology, respiration and food tests. Students will then study ‘Chemistry of the Atmosphere’ and will learn about the Earth’s atmosphere. 
Students only need to be able to describe the volcanic activity theory of the origin of the atmosphere, but they should be able to interpret evidence concerning 
other theories. Students will then study Genome students will study DNA and how living things evolve. Students will study the relationship between DNA, genes 
and chromosomes and how mutations lead to natural selection and evolution.  
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Biology: 
Separate Biology  - Genome / Separate Chemistry – Bonding / Separate 
This half term covers ‘Genome’, students will study DNA and how living things evolve. They should make links to the previous KS3 units of cells and organisation 
and ecology, as well as links to the year 9 cell biology unit. Students will study the relationship between DNA, genes and chromosomes and higher tier students will 
study the structure of DNA including base pairs. All students should then be able to link the roles of genes to the human genome project and higher tier students 
should be able to discuss any issues surrounding the project. In studying evolution by natural selection, students should understand the role of mutation in variation, 
understand the theory of evolution by survival of the fittest and natural selection, and be able to give examples. Students should also be able to describe the process 
of selective breeding, should understand this as an example of artificial selection, and be aware of its limitations.   
Chemistry: 
Separate Chemistry – These students will follow the unit ‘Bonding’, they will learn about the different types of bonding in substances. They should know that 
covalent bonding is the sharing of one or more pairs of electrons between non-metal atoms; ionic bonding involves a metal and non-metal atom, with the metal 
atom losing one or more electrons and the non-metal atom gaining one or more electron; and metallic bonding involves a delocalised sea of electrons surrounding 
the positive metal ions. Students will learn how the bonding of a substance affects its bulk properties. They should be able to describe the difference in bonding 
and properties of giant ionic structures, simple covalent molecules, and giant covalent structures (including different arrangements of carbon). Students should 
understand that covalent, metallic, and ionic bonding is strong, but that it is how the particles interact (intermolecular forces) that determines properties such as 
melting point, boiling point, and electrical conductivity.  
Physics: 
Physics – Measuring Motion and Electricity in the home. 
In the unit, ‘Measuring Motion’ students will compare vectors and scalars using the examples of distance and displacement and speed and velocity. Vectors will be 
represented using scale diagrams. Students will investigate the concept of speed and its relationship to distance travelled and time taken. They will be able to 
represent motion using distance-time graphs and velocity time graphs representing single and multiple objects and give detailed descriptions of the movement of 
the objects. ‘Electricity in the home’ will then learn how to describe electric circuits and the components used to construct them. Then students investigate and 
analyse a range of series and parallel circuits describing the path of current at junctions, the potential difference across branches and components, and the effect 
on resistance of series and parallel branches. 
Geography:  
Year 10 pupils will complete a short bridging topic to focus on key knowledge and skills potentially missed during time away from school. This will last approximately 
3 weeks before starting on the first Y10 AQA GCSE topic of Urban Issues and Challenges. Here we will focus on:  

• Urbanisation 
• Urban growth- Lagos 
• UK cities 
• Change in UK city- Liverpool 
• Sustainable urban management 
• Traffic management 

 
 
 



 

History: 
Pupils in Year 10 are about to embark on their GCSE journey and this will start with a study of Medicine Through Time. The course will begin in the Medieval period 
and focus on causes and treatment of disease during this time period. Pupils will be expected to learn information about this time period for frequent knowledge 
testing within class. 
French:  
Students will learn how to talk about different jobs, understand what others do for a living and their opinion. They will also revise how to make the future tense to 
talk about future plans. In addition, we will build on grammatical rules learned last year by reinforcing the rules of adjectival agreements and how to form the 
present tense. We will continue to focus on French phonics and pronunciation whilst also developing reading, listening and writing skills.   
Spanish:  
Students will learn how to talk about different jobs, understand what others do for a living and their opinion. They will also revise how to make the future tense to 
talk about future plans. In addition, we will build on grammatical rules learned last year by reinforcing the rules of adjectival agreements and how to form the 
present tense. We will continue to focus on Spanish phonics and pronunciation whilst also developing reading, listening and writing skills. 
Art:  
Students will be working on the African Art project. The Aim of this half term is for students to develop their knowledge of African Art and to enable the mastery of 
drawing and mixed media skills.  Students will, demonstrate the ability to refine ideas and purposefully experiment with different materials and techniques. Students 
will complete a key piece of work on African Art.  
Drama:  
Students will explore their first professional work and this is their first submission of BTEC coursework that will contribute towards their final examination grade. 
The professional work that they will study is ‘Too Much Punch for Judy’ by Mark Wheeler. This is a ‘Verbatim’ piece of theatre. Students will identify the stylistic 
qualities of this work, the creative intentions and the creative process. Students will compare and contrast this performance to two more performances that they 
will study later in the year.  
Dance:  
Students will explore their first professional work and this is their first submission of BTEC coursework that will contribute towards their final examination grade. 
Students will study the choreographer and the genre of the performance. Students will identify the stylistic qualities of this work, the creative intentions and the 
creative process. Students will compare and contrast this performance to two more performances that they will study later in the year.  
Music: 
Students are exploring their skills of performance in the context of creating Podcasts. Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the planning, 
creation and evaluation phase and will regularly review their progress during this. Students will work creatively and develop their performance skills and this will 
result on a ‘Performance Podcast’ that will feature in their Unit 2 BTEC Portfolio.  
Computer Science:  
Students will gain an understanding of what it takes to immerse yourself into a Computer Science GCSE and what the end goal will be for them. They will undergo 
a period of recap and diagnosis for some of the key content learned throughout Key stage 3. The first term is about deepening those fundamentals, such as 
Computer processing, data representation, memory and storage, but also a more comprehensive and grown up look at programming. More than ever before 
students will be exposed to text based programming languages and challenged to become more independent and resilient programmers.  
 
 



 

IT:  
Students will gain an understanding of what a Vocational IT based course involves and will be given a clear sense of the concept they must immerse themselves 
into. They should feel when they come to IT, that they are replicating the role of a junior in the real world industry. They will undergo a period of recap and 
diagnosis for some of the key interactive media skills developed throughout Key stage 3. They will begin an investigation into Interactive media products and will 
be able to identify a range of the features used, how they are used and the impact they have on a particular target audience and for a particular purpose. 
Religious Studies:  
This half term students will be introduced to the structure of the GCSE course and exam, and begin to explore the key Christian beliefs which underpin the practices 
and contemporary issues that they will study throughout the course. These issues include beliefs about God and Jesus, the Trinity and its role in creation and the 
problem of evil.  They will begin the process of applying this knowledge to exam questions. 
Hospitality and Catering:  
We will begin the KS4 Hospitality and Catering journey with a look at the structure of the hospitality industry- the different types of food and catering services that 
exist and the jobs within these various sectors. Students will learn about the skills needed to work in the industry and assess future career possibilities. We will look 
at the standards businesses need to adhere to. Due to social distancing measures, school-based food practical lessons are not taking place. Students should fully 
engage with the preparing and cooking of snacks and meals in the home. Students should practice using the equipment that is readily available to them and be 
independently meal planning and making dishes. Students should be accessing and following recipes independently, making meals for the family on a weekly basis. 
Websites and links will be given to support this. 
Engineering: 
Unit 1 – Engineering, Designing the Built Environment 
Students will look at how Infrastructure, facilities and systems serve a country, city, town, or area. For example, technical structures such as roads, bridges, 
tunnels, water supply, sewers, electrical grids and telecommunications. Students will gain knowledge and demonstrate an understanding of how utilities are 
distributed within the built environment (Water, Gas, Electricity, waste & communications).  Students will use maps to assist and aid panning a future building 
development, ensuring the right development happens at the right place at the right time, benefitting communities and the economy.  Students will make role 
choices when identifying what development is needed and where, what areas need to be protected or enhanced and in assessing whether a proposed development 
is suitable.  
Physical Education:  
Preparation for the Exam 
This unit you will cover all the learning that will prepare you thoroughly for the exam. 
Specific Content: 

• Components of physical fitness, names and definitions 
• The cardio-respiratory system both structure and function 
• Fitness testing for each component of fitness 
• Methods of training to improve each component of fitness 
• Training zone and how to monitor progress 
• Principles of training that are followed to improve fitness and sports performance 

In addition to securing knowledge extensive time will be given to the practising and preparation for responding to examination questions and familiarisation with 
the on-screen testing process. 



 

PSHE:  
Health & wellbeing: Tutor sessions will focus on Mental health and emotional wellbeing: Managing fear, anxiety and uncertainty, developing self-efficiency & 
self-regulation, rebuilding, changing & maintaining relationships with peers and adults. Students will take part in daily mindfulness which will allowing them time 
to pay more attention to the present moment, to their own thoughts and feelings and to the world around us. They will work on daily steps to develop 
mindfulness in their own life and strategies to improve mental wellbeing. PSHE lessons will focus on how to develop a positive mind-set, the power of positivity - 
searching for the silver lining, The Law of Attraction, self-esteem, self-image & body image (mental & physical health), talking about emotions, bullying & 
resilience and peer pressure. PSHE: One lesson every 4 weeks (some content will run into term 2) 
Managing healthy and unhealthy relationship on & offline 

o Managing unwanted attention – harassment  
o An abusive and coercive relationship 
o Unrealistic sex portrayal in the media – pornography 
o Rape  
o LGBTQ+  
o Diverse relationships & how to approach them 
o Managing an unhealthy relationship (de-escalate & exit strategies)  
o How can teenage pregnancies and STI’s be prevented – contraception & self-check 
o Pregnancy tests  
o The possible emotional reactions of each person involved in teenage pregnancies 
o The social, medical and financial consequences of teenage pregnancies 
o Health risks of teenage pregnancy 
o What are the options after conception - parenting, miscarriage, abortion & adoption?  
o Marriage / civil partnerships, forced marriage  
o FGM  

Business studies:  
 


