
 

  
   
  
 
 
 
 

English:  
Students are studying the Shakespearean Comedy, ‘The Taming of the Shrew’. As well as exploring plot and character, they will be introduced to the Elizabethan 
era and Shakespearean style. This unit will allow students to analyse the impact of Shakespeare’s language choices and offer their own, modern day interpretation 
of the play. They will build on their technical knowledge developed in year seven to increase the sophistication of their language analysis skills. Students will also 
be given the opportunity to write creatively, with a sharp focus on descriptive writing skills. 
Maths: 
Students in Year 8 will cover a range of topics from each of the key strands of mathematics, namely, number, algebra, geometry and measure, ratio and proportion, 
probability, and statistics. Year 8 will begin by building on students’ geometrical understanding from Year 7. Students will look at angles in triangles, quadrilaterals 
and polygons, as well as angles in parallel lines. Students will then move on to a Number topic where they will enhance their understanding of decimals. Students 
will be shown how to work with, order, and round decimals, by developing their understanding of place value 
Science:  
The unit ‘Classification and Biomechanics’ develops the classification work done by the pupils in primary schools and then introduces them to the topic of 
biomechanics. They will examine the scientific process of classifying living organisms, how it works and the scientist (Carl Linnaeus) responsible for the development. 
The structure and function of skeletons will then be studied with particular focus on the human skeleton. The way in which movement is brought about through a 
combination of joints and antagonistic pairs will also be a key theme of the unit. This is then followed by the unit ‘Energy and Electricity in the home’, and then 
focuses on the usefulness of electricity and how it is generated and the mechanism by which heat is transferred and the concept of being a thermal conductor or 
insulator. The generation of electricity in fossil fuel power stations will be explained as will its impact on the environment and sustainability.   
Art:  
Students will work on a ‘Natural Forms Project’. This will focus on drawing skills and use of colour through drawing natural forms. The aim of this half term is for 
students to improve and refine their drawing and mixed media skills through the creation of designs based on natural forms. Students will also research Artists that 
have used this theme in their Art Work. They will also complete a key piece of art work based on natural forms.  
Food Technology:  
Students will become fully aware of all Health & Safety issues within all material areas of the faculty. The Students will gain theoretical understanding of all 
machinery, kitchen apparatus, hand tools, utensils. Using the knowledge gained of manufacturing and production processes, students will then produce a detailed 
risk assessment that outlines risk to eliminate hazards.  Students will undertake a knowledge-based proficiency course, they will then be tested to determine 
confidence and competence. 
Music:  
Students will build on the performance exploration from their expressive arts lessons in which they will look at the musical elements and themes that are used and 
presented in the heavily acclaimed production of ‘Hamilton’. Students will explore the genre of music used within this musical theatre production and reflect upon 
the skills the performers use to convey character emotions and narrative to the audience. Students will develop their understanding of the social context of the 
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musical influences and how this contributes to the setting of the play. Students will develop a knowledge and understanding of the musicality and techniques used 
to create the songs within the performance.  
Expressive Arts:  
Students will build on their knowledge and understanding of Musical Theatre by studying the heavily acclaimed production of ‘Hamilton’. Students will build on their 
understanding of how performers use their skills to create characters, and how costume, props and set can be used to contribute to the overall effectiveness of a 
piece of theatre. Students will explore the social context of which the play is set and how themes are shown to the audience through a variety of performance 
techniques.  
Geography: 
Year 8 pupils will complete a short bridging topic to focus on key knowledge and skills potentially missed during time away from school. This will last approximately 
3 weeks before starting on the first Y8 topic of The United Kingdom. Here they will build on the knowledge and understanding gained in Y7 and focus their learning 
The United Kingdom. Topics will include; Climate Change- How does the UK cause climate change? Resources- How does a small island provide for a large 
population? Tectonics- Why are we moving further away from North America? 
History: 
Enormous, exciting changes happened in Britain between c.1750 and c.1850 and as a result of this, in Year 8 pupils will study ‘Ordinary life: What did the Industrial 
Revolution do for us?’  The main historical theme of this topic is ‘living and working.’ This term home learning tasks will be set on Google Classroom so pupils can 
consolidate their knowledge of this period.  
Computing:  
Students will undergo a period of recap and diagnosis for some of the key content studied last year. Much of the content and knowledge gained last year, lends 
itself to offline teaching, hence for the time being while, students are taught in zones and IT resources remain inaccessible, we will use this as an opportunity to 
further deepen those fundamentals, such as Computer processing, data representation and logic. As we move into half term 2 we anticipate students will need a 
change in direction and hence we are planning to intersperse this theoretical work with an interactive and engaging scheme of work, based around the popular 
Netflix series ‘High Score’, which is a captivating and very relevant look at the history of computer games development. They will also be introduced to a range of 
insightful and in some cases mind blowing scholarly articles about the most pioneering work being done in the world of computing. In class and online homework 
will be used to check engagement with these.  
French:  
Students will learn how to give their opinion on different types of music and TV, using a variety of adjectives and connectives to justify their opinions. They will also 
review their knowledge of French phonics and develop their grammatical understanding on word order, adjectival agreement and comparisons.  
Religious Studies:  
This half term, Year 8 students will commence a study of the Sikh religion.  They will investigate key beliefs, including about God and the afterlife; Sikh practises 
such as the Amrit ceremony’ and what it means to be a Sikh in the UK today. 
Physical Education:  
Government restrictions and guide lines are being followed as we try to ensure you can still receive a varied curriculum from PE.  We have ensured that you will 
received one indoor and one outdoor activity each week. One of these activities will be based on fitness and one will be a games based activity.  In order to minimise 
equipment use you will be taught through the full game or activity.   
Games activity focus: 

• Repetition of skill development 



 

• Tactical awareness and application 
• Knowledge and implementation of rules 

 
Fitness activity focus: 

• Improvement of fitness levels 
• Methods of training 
• Fitness testing  
• Appropriate adaptation of challenge  

Games activities will be striking and fielding and cover a variety of rounder’s, cricket and softball. Fitness based activities will cover a variety of activities including 
circuit training, step aerobics, yoga, interval training, fartlek training and continuous training. 
PSHE: 
Health & wellbeing :Tutor sessions will focus on Mental health and emotional wellbeing: Managing fear, anxiety and uncertainty, developing self-efficiency 
& self-regulation, rebuilding, changing & maintaining relationships with peers and adults. Students will take part in daily mindfulness which will allowing them time 
to pay more attention to the present moment, to their own thoughts and feelings and to the world around us. They will work on daily steps to develop 
mindfulness in their own life and strategies to improve mental wellbeing. PSHE lessons will focus on how to develop a positive mind-set, the power of positivity - 
searching for the silver lining, The Law of Attraction, self-esteem, self-image & body image (mental & physical health), talking about emotions, bullying & 
resilience and peer pressure.  
Engineering: 
Theory/Knowledge based curriculum:  Students will become fully aware of all Health & Safety issues within all material areas of the faculty. The Students will 
gain theoretical understanding of all machinery, kitchen apparatus, hand tools, utensils. Using the knowledge gained of manufacturing and production processes, 
students will then produce a detailed risk assessment that outlines risk to eliminate hazards.  Students will undertake a knowledge-based proficiency course, they 
will then be tested to determine confidence and competence.  

 


