
 

  

English:  
Students are studying a range of non-fiction texts that all link with the theme of power, morality and human behaviour. They will explore a range of text types such 
as speeches, articles and letters. Students will explore a range of viewpoints and perspectives from significant points in history and will engage with a varied range 
of cultural perspectives. Students will build upon their knowledge of non-fiction writing and practice using Aristotle’s features of rhetoric in their own writing. 
Language analysis and comparison skills are key features of this unit and students will continue to develop these skills in preparation for their GCSE course next 
year. 
Maths:  
Students in Year 9 will cover a range of topics from each of the key strands of mathematics, namely, Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measure, Ratio and Proportion, 
Probability, and Statistics. Students in Year 9 will start the year by looking at working with Statistics. Whilst this material was covered during school closure, this is 
an opportunity to recap material from Year 8 in computing averages from a set of data, and looking at interpreting various types of statistical diagrams. 
Science:  
The unit ‘Classification and Biomechanics’ develops the classification work done by the pupils in primary schools and then introduces them to the topic of 
biomechanics. They will examine the scientific process of classifying living organisms, how it works and the scientist (Carl Linnaeus) responsible for the development. 
The structure and function of skeletons will then be studied with particular focus on the human skeleton. The way in which movement is brought about through a 
combination of joints and antagonistic pairs will also be a key theme of the unit. This is then followed by the unit ‘Space Science’ this unit aims to develop the pupils 
understanding of our solar system and the science related to it. They research the structure of our solar system and familiarising themselves with the key terminology 
and consider how Earth itself compares within the system. 
Geography:  
Year 9 pupils will complete a short bridging topic to focus on key knowledge and skills potentially missed during time away from school. This will last approximately 
3 weeks before starting on the first Y9 topic of The USA. Here they will build on the knowledge and understanding gained in Y7 and focus their learning The USA. 
Topics will include; Rivers- How is the Mississippi managed? Tectonics- How does a HIC mitigate the impact of tectonic hazards? Resources- How can a HIC have a 
sustainable future? Weather- What influence does temperature have on USA? 
History:  
Within Year 9 pupils will be studying some of the key dictatorships in the 20th century. We will begin our journey in pre 1917 Russia and work our way up to Stalin’s 
Communist rule. In the meantime, pupils are expected to complete home learning entitled ‘Meanwhile Elsewhere.’ These pieces of work will give pupils a wider view 
of other regimes and forms of leadership around the world during the 20th century 
Computing: 
Students will undergo a period of recap and diagnosis for some of the key content learned last year. Much of the content and knowledge gained last year, lends 
itself to offline teaching, hence for the time being, while students are taught in zones and IT resources remain inaccessible, we will see it as an opportunity to 
further deepen those fundamentals, such as Computer processing, data representation and logic. As we move into half term 2 we anticipate students will need a 
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change in direction and hence we are planning to intersperse this theoretical work with an interactive and engaging scheme of work, based around the popular 
Netflix series ‘High Score’, which is a captivating and very relevant look at the history of computer games development. They will also be introduced to a range of 
insightful and in some cases mind blowing scholarly articles about the most pioneering work being done in the world of computing. In class and online homework 
will be used to check engagement with these. 
Religious Studies:  
This half term, Year 9 students will investigate the origins of Christianity as a religion distinct from Judaism.  They will consider some of the issues affecting 
contemporary Christians, such as equality, the environment and persecution.  
Dance & Drama:  
Students will build on their knowledge and understanding of Musical Theatre by studying the heavily acclaimed production of ‘Hamilton’. Students will build on their 
understanding of how performers use their skills to create characters, and how costume, props and set can be used to contribute to the overall effectiveness of a 
piece of theatre. Students will explore the social context of which the play is set and how themes are shown to the audience through a variety of performance 
techniques. Students will reflect on the themes presented and develop their knowledge and understanding of how the use of performance techniques are used to 
present these to the audience. Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the creative intentions and stylistic qualities of the performance. 
Art:  
Students will work on an ‘Identity’ project: The aim of this half term is for students to improve and refine their drawing/mixed media skills through the creation of 
designs based on identity. Students will research the work of different Artists that have used the identity theme in their art work and explore the different styles. 
They will complete a key piece of work entitled ‘Identity sketchbook’. 
Physical Education:  
Government restrictions and guide lines are being followed as we try to ensure you can still receive a varied curriculum from PE.  We have ensured that you will 
received one indoor and one outdoor activity each week. One of these activities will be based on fitness and one will be a games based activity.  In order to minimise 
equipment use you will be taught through the full game or activity.   
Games activity focus: 

• Repetition of skill development 
• Tactical awareness and application 
• Knowledge and implementation of rules 

Fitness activity focus: 
• Improvement of fitness levels 
• Methods of training 
• Fitness testing  
• Appropriate adaptation of challenge  

Games activities will be striking and fielding and cover a variety of rounder’s, cricket and softball. 
Fitness based activities will cover a variety of activities including circuit training, step aerobics, yoga, interval training, fartlek training and continuous training. 
Music:  
Students will build on the performance exploration from their expressive arts lessons in which they will look at the musical elements and themes that are used and 
presented in the heavily acclaimed production of ‘Hamilton’. Students will explore the genre of music used within this musical theatre production and reflect upon 
the skills the performers use to convey character emotions and narrative to the audience. Students will develop their understanding of the social context of the 



 

musical influences and how this contributes to the setting of the play. Students will explore the influences of musicians and how these have inspired the creation of 
this performance. Students will develop a knowledge and understanding of the musicality and techniques used to create the songs within the performance.  
Engineering: 
Theory/Knowledge based curriculum:  Students will have a full understanding of how to manage and conduct themselves safely within the Design & Technology 
Faculty.  Students will reinforce prior learning, refreshing knowledge of Health & Safety within all material areas of the faculty. The Students will gain theoretical 
understanding of complex machinery (including CAD/CAM), kitchen apparatus, hand tools and utensils. Using knowledge gained of manufacturing and production 
processes, students will then produce a detailed risk assessment of specific machines, tools that outlines risk to eliminate hazards. 
Food technology: 
Students will have a full understanding of how to manage and conduct themselves safely within the Design & Technology Faculty.  Students will reinforce prior 
learning, refreshing knowledge of Health & Safety within all material areas of the faculty. The Students will gain theoretical understanding of complex machinery 
(including CAD/CAM), kitchen apparatus, hand tools and utensils. Using knowledge gained of manufacturing and production processes, students will then produce 
a detailed risk assessment of specific machines, tools that outlines risk to eliminate hazards. 
Spanish: 
 Students will review the key aspects of the content seen over the course of last year. This will allow all students to have a strong foundation, which will support 
them in their continuation of their learning of Spanish. This includes:  

• How to give key information about themselves (name, age, birthday, where they live)  
• How to describe themselves and others, physically and personally using adjectival agreements and connectives 
• Introduce their family and pets  
• Give their justified opinion on free time activities using opinion verbs, infinitives and adjectives  

PSHE:  
Health & wellbeing: Tutor sessions will focus on Mental health and emotional wellbeing: Managing fear, anxiety and uncertainty, developing self-efficiency & 
self-regulation, rebuilding, changing & maintaining relationships with peers and adults. Students will take part in daily mindfulness which will allowing them time to 
pay more attention to the present moment, to their own thoughts and feelings and to the world around us. They will work on daily steps to develop mindfulness in 
their own life and strategies to improve mental wellbeing. PSHE lessons will focus on how to develop a positive mind-set, the power of positivity - searching for the 
silver lining, The Law of Attraction, self-esteem, self-image & body image (mental & physical health), talking about emotions, bullying & resilience and peer pressure.  

 


