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CEO REFLECTIONS
What a term and what a year! It seems unbelievable that we have spent the last 9 or 10 
months under the cloud of lockdown. In one way, time seems to have flown but there have 
been days and weeks which have seemed endless. I do recall some talk in March about 
delaying lockdown to avoid lockdown fatigue which was thought to occur after 2/3 weeks so 
I’m not sure where that leaves us now. I do think there is a parallel to the grieving process 
here and we have all experienced loss during this time, let us hope we are now moving 
towards the final stage of the process which is acceptance and hope for the future. 

It will be tempting to forget about 2020 as quickly as possible but I would urge everyone to 
take some time to reflect upon what the year has taught us. We have had to re-evaluate our 
priorities, demonstrate resilience and creativity, adapt to new technologies and pedagogy, 
focus on well-being and support each other to get through. These are all valuable lessons 
which I hope will have a legacy and that 2021 brings with it a reset rather than normal 
service resumed. None of us in education were trained to deal with the problems we have 
faced but, as a profession, we have risen to the challenge, provided a much needed service 
and maintained a constant presence in a very uncertain world. I do hope the new found 
esteem which all public servants have enjoyed will be maintained going forwards. I must 
also recognise the outstanding response of our young people. I can remember the odd snow 
day or power cut affecting my life as a child but nothing as dramatic as Covid-19. I know this 
has been a hugely challenging period for our young people but I have been overwhelmed by 
how well they have adapted to our new normal. 

Our trustees took the opportunity to 
review our mission statement and values 
at the start of the year. I was really keen to 
ensure we recognised the importance and 
value of service within this which we did. 
As educators we serve our nation’s children 
and as a trust our role is to serve our 
academies. So, my main reflection is that 
we embody our new mission statement 
in 2021 which is “to serve, challenge and 
empower the educational community.’ 
Please have a safe Christmas holiday and 
very best wishes for 2021. 

Mr A Moorcroft
Chief Executive Officer (TCAT)



TCAT PARLIAMENT
TCAT Parliament have had their fist ever virtual meeting with all our 
members involved. It was wonderful to have everyone back together 
and to see everyone’s faces. Students have done extremely well 
to be members of TCAT Parliament and have displayed excellent 
leadership skills in their school. They will receive their TCAT badges 
very soon so you will know who is part of TCAT Parliament in your 
school. 

TCAT Parliament is the youth voice for all our schools in TCAT and 
aims to create better schools and better futures for our young people. 
We aim to inspire students to get involved in making change in a 
democratic manner. We aim to ‘clean up our future’.

This year we are working closely with Warrington Youth Voice whose 
aim is to create a better town for all young people, promoting 
diversity, equality and inspiring young people to take action on social 
and economic matters. Their key aim is to fulfil their pledges and 
priorities and carry out actions from a democratic census. Louis 
Groake the Chief Executive for Warrington Youth Voice spoke with 
our Parliament members. As a group we are now deciding on a 
project around climate change that we will work with Warrington 
Youth Voice on.

We have decided our charity for the Year will be Warrington Foodbank. 
We are working with the Chief Executive on fund rasing ideas and 
learning about the charity.



The day itself was fantastic. It was great to see pupils and staff getting involved and 
there were some great examples of odd socks on display! 

We also used this day as an opportunity to raise funds for a local charity and pupils 
were asked to make a small contribution in light of them wearing odd socks for the 
day.  Working alongside the TCAT Parliament, it was agreed that the monies raised 
from the Odd Socks Day would be used to support Warrington Foodbank during 
these difficult times. 

We are delighted to say that over £780 was raised from the TCAT Schools and this 
money will be donated to the Foodbank in the build up to Christmas. It shows an 
enormous amount of generosity and support from all of our TCAT schools and we 
know that this money will go a long way to helping many of our young individuals 
and their families over the Christmas period and beyond.

On behalf of the Personal Development TCAT Hub and all of our TCAT schools, we 
would like to thank everybody who took part in the day and we are already planning 
further events in the new year to continue to raise awareness of key issues, and 
also raising money for local charities.

ODD SOCKS DAY
On Friday 20th November, 
all of the TCAT schools came 
together to participate in ‘Odd 
Socks Day’ which is an annual 
event that takes place during 
Anti-Bullying week. The idea 
behind the Odd Sock’s day is 
to provide an opportunity for 
pupils’ to express themselves 
and celebrate their individuality 
and what makes us all unique. 

11/24/2020 oddsocks.jpg
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BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY NEWS

Staff at BCA continually strive to develop and improve as a 
team and as individuals. With this in mind the Teaching and 
Learning team led by Assistant Principal, Mrs Curwen created 
the Beamont Teacher Collective. This site is a forum in which 
you will see them share their successes, failures, frustrations 
and moments of joy via a collection of blogs and videos, that 
they experience in their classrooms.

Mr Harris, Principal at BCA explains the thinking behind it. 

HER MAJESTEYS’ LORD-LIEUTENANTS’ AWARDS - SUCCESS 
FOR BCA

There are Combined Cadets Force contingents in over 400 secondary 
schools all over the UK, offering young people a broad range of 
challenging, exciting, adventurous and educational activities. The aim 
is to enable the development of personal responsibility, leadership and 
self-discipline. Each CCF is an educational partnership between the 
school and the Ministry of Defence, and a CCF may include Royal Navy, 
Royal Marines, Army or Royal Air Force sections.

CCF units in schools give young people the life skills and self-confidence 
to take charge of their lives so they can reach their full potential at 
school and beyond, including in employment.

BCA run a highly successful Combined Cadet Force Army unit as part 
of our enrichment programme.  Cadets meet at least weekly and are 
offered many opportunities to participate in activities beyond the 
classroom.

Our very own Pastoral Support Assistant, Jake Francis-Ryder has been 
selected to receive a Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire’s Commendation for 
Cadet Force Adult Volunteers for his dedicated service as 2Lt to our 
CCF.  Congratulations must also go to Cadet LCpl Joshua Peers in Year 
11 on being awarded with Her Majestys’ Lord-Lieutenants’ Certificate 
of Meritorious Service for Cadets. 
These are laudatory honours and are directly subordinate to those 
bestowed personally by Her Majesty the Queen in her birthday and 
New Year’s lists.

They are rightly proud, as are the whole BCA community, of this 
prestigious award.

‘This isn’t a forum in which you’ll encounter teachers telling you “the way to do things” but you will encounter 
teachers describing strategies and ideas that they have employed in their classrooms and in their wider roles 
at the school. This isn’t a showcase. They’re a pretty humble lot our teachers. More like a fireplace around 
which they are gathered to share teaching ideas and talk about the research evidence that influences their 
thinking and practice.  



BEAMONT COLLEGIATE ACADEMY NEWS

You’ll hear from teachers in the early stages of their careers through to more experienced staff who remember 
the overhead projector being the trailblazing technology of the day. The contributors to the site are truly 
a collective: a group of people acting and working together to improve the outcomes and life chances of 
the youngsters that attend our school. A collective of teachers deeply invested in becoming better at what 
they do; a team that fully grasps and understands their professional obligation to continue to improve as a 
teachers.

The idea from this site actually came from the period of time that schools were closed as part of the national 
lockdown in Spring 2020. During this time teachers found a new voice and wrote with insight and eloquence 
about how they continued to teach our students remotely, underpinned by a willingness to support each 
other during that unsettling time. So really, what follows is part legacy of what has gone before and an insight 
into their classroom experiences since September 2020. ‘

Find out more at https://www.teachreflectshare.com/

D10 – WELL BEING AT BCA
This has been a year like no other. Staff at BCA were committed to supporting the health and well-being of 
students on their return in September. As an addition to our RESPECT programme, Laura Burrows, PSCHE 
lead added the Daily 10 to our offer. Each day staff dedicated 10 minutes half way through day to discuss 
health, well-being and self-care. This supplements the extensive offer already in place by offering quick and 
effective strategies to cope with worries and prioritise self-care in these uncertain times. 

What started off as a response to a unique situation has resulted in an embedded process valued by staff 
and students alike.

JUDGES BLOWN AWAY!

Four groups of Bridgewater pupils recently presented their models for a Mars settlement, which they had 
completed just before half-term, to a panel of judges who were absolutely blown away by some of the ideas 
they saw. 

This multinational panel of judges included a NASA scientist in Texas, a food scientist from Holland, a scientist 
in the UAE and several more! It was certainly a daunting line-up! However, I can honestly say that, after 
hearing some of the students’ ideas, the judges were even more excited than our youngsters! For example, 
a five-minute presentation from Aylin’s group turned into an excited twenty-minute discussion amongst the 
judges after hearing of her ideas to shield the inhabitants of the colony from radiation. 

Not to be outdone, Millie’s group had the judges debating with each other about how to establish greenhouses 
on the red planet after showing their model Martian greenhouses. 

The judges were eager to offer some future ventures to one group immediately on the spot, including an 
Anglo-American-Dutch project on growing plants in hostile, Mars-like conditions!

Mr. Shaikh

BRIDGEWATER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

https://www.teachreflectshare.com/


WELL DONE BEN! 
Well done to Ben in 
Year 8 of Bridgewater 
High School who has 
given up his free time 
to work with a local 
food bank, working 
really hard on putting 
activity packs together 
for younger children.  
Here he is in action!

BRIDGEWATER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

BRIDGEWATER REMEMBERS...
Bridgewater High School students experienced a thought-provoking 
Remembrance assembly, delivered virtually on Wednesday 11th November. The 
theme of the assembly was ‘Lest We Forget’. We were encouraged to remember 
all those who had made the ultimate sacrifice of their lives in conflicts by 
remembering some local individuals. 

The first was Eric Bridgewater, a young man from Stockton Heath, whose name 
appears on the war memorial outside St. Thomas’ Church. Eric was a local man, 
born in our town in 1897. He lived in Gaskell Street, Stockton Heath and was a 
spade-maker by profession. His parents were Harry and Elizabeth Bridgewater. 
Perhaps somebody reading this is a distant descendent? We’d love to hear from 
you if this is the case. Eric enlisted with the Royal Fusiliers and was sadly killed 
in action, on August 17th, 1917, at the age of just 20. He has no known burial 
place but is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium, as well as on 
one of the Stockton Heath memorial panels.

The second name Bridgewater students remembered in our virtual assembly 
was Private Ernest Bennett. Ernie had joined the 6th Battalion South Lancashire 
Regiment shortly after war was declared, having formerly worked as a rope-
maker. He lived with his family on Bewsey Road. News was received from the 
War Office that the 31-year-old had died while in action in Dardanelles, Turkey. 
A letter of condolence was sent to the parents, describing the ‘fallen’ soldier 
as ‘very popular among his comrades’. Imagine the shock and then delight 
experienced by his parents when they received a letter from their son dated 
two weeks after they thought he had been killed.  It turned out that there 
had been a mix up at the War Office and, in fact, Private E. Bennett was alive 
and well. In fact, he lived for another 40 years and is buried in Warrington 
Cemetery.

The final name we remembered in our assembly was Arthur 
Naylor Ellison. Arthur was born on 20th December, 1893 and 
grew up in Stretton village, the son of the school master. He 
enlisted as a soldier and fought in the First World War. Whilst 
he did not die during the conflict, he suffered severe shell shock 
or what we would call PTSD these days. At the time, this was 
a condition that was not really understood. When Arthur died 
in 1970, at the age of 77, he was buried at St. Matthew’s. It 
was felt strongly by the people of Stretton, that he had given 
his life for others. Consequently, he is commemorated on the 
war memorial in St. Matthew’s churchyard. The inscription on 
the memorial commemorates “men connected with the Church 
and Parish who gave their lives in the Great War or through the 
hardness then endured’.

We heard three very different stories in our assembly, all about 
local men, one who died, one who survived and one of who 
lived, but with the terrible shadow of shell-shock for the rest 
of his life. In remembering these three men and their families, 
we feel we are remembering those everywhere who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.
Lest We Forget



BRIDGEWATER HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

BRIDGEWATER WINS £100 IN UNILEVER COMPETITION 
A group of Bridgewater High School’s Year 9 students recently 
participated in a competition run by Unilever against 30 schools in 
the Northwest and came third place after presenting their amazing 
projects virtually via Zoom. This was an outstanding achievement 
considering the level of competition (almost all of whom were a 
year older than this group). 

The students enjoyed a wide range of interactive activities that 
introduced them to processing, packaging, the environment and 
more. Following their visit, students were given three months to 
design their own environmentally friendly/sustainable product. All 
entrants delivered sensational concepts and the competition was 
extremely difficult to judge.

Bridgewater designed and developed sun-protection wipes that are 
sustainable and biodegradable.

Judges comments were as follows: “I loved the level of thought 
they had put into keeping the product sustainable, yet being 
pragmatic by including a small amount of recyclable plastic in the 
packaging to ensure product stability and cost-effectiveness – it 
showed a real level of maturity in their product design. I also think 
they handled the pressure of having the call drop out at the start 
of the presentation very well – it would have been very easy for 
the technical issues to be disheartening, but they did an excellent 
job of composing themselves and delivering a great presentation.”

Team Bridgewater:
“I was going to work in the medical world but this has actually 
changed it, and I am liking and really enjoying working in STEM 
now.”

“I’d definitely take part in a Unilever/All About STEM project again. 
It was really fun!”

Thanks to the talent and efforts of our amazing Bridgewater team 
we won £100 to spend on STEM equipment! Congratulations to 
group members Amelia, Habibah, Isaac, Hannah and Ishaaq. 

MY VISION BY EIMEAR
We were delighted that Year 8 
Bridgewater student, Eimear, was 
happy for us to share her poem 
‘Vision’ with TCAT Times. As you will 
gather, Eimear is blind.

My vision

My cane is my vision
It guides me along the way

It helps me and protects me
From the dangers every day

It tells me where doors are
And when to turn left or right

Exactly the same as another person
Who has the gift of sight

But my hearing is enhanced
To make up for me being unable to 
see

I am impressed with my talent
For it is unique to me

My cane is my vision
It guides me along the way

It helps me and protects me
From the dangers every day.

Eimear, Year 8



MEET THE HOUSE CAPTAINS AND VICE CAPTAINS!
Every year at Broomfields Junior School the children prepare presentations to their Houses in the hope of 
being chosen for house captain.  This year we held the meetings via Google Meet and it was just phenominal 
to see how successful all of our candidates were and the creative presentations with the use of IT that they 
composed. We are delighted to share our successful leaders for: Bramall, Capesthorne, Gawsworth and  
Moreton. 

DIVERSITY DAY – BE YOURSELF, EVERYONE 
ELSE IS ALREADY TAKEN!
As part of our work celebrating difference and 
individuality, we held a Diversity Day.  The children 
came totally as themselves.  We loved finding out about 
why they had chosen to wear what they had.  A day of 
learning and fun!  This also helped us to launch Anti-
bullying week, thinking about being kind to each other 
and understanding that we should be proud of who we 
are. 

SEAL AMBASSADORS 
The Seal Ambassadors met to review the changes to the 
statutory PSHE and to prepare for anti-bullying week.  
The children are leading PSHE within school, thinking 
about the learning and activities that children should be 
working towards. 

Using the Stonewall training, staff have become familiar 
with the resources for lessons.  The children have been 
looking at the many different kinds of families there are. 
Beautiful books have provoked discussions to celebrate 
differences. 

Within art lessons the children have created amazing 
pieces of work, based on Frida Khalo. 



ANTI- BULLYING WEEK
Anti-Bullying week this year has been a huge success.
During Anti-bullying week the children focussed on diversity and 
individuality.  The school’s children’s anti-bullying policy was shared 
with the children, looking at STOP – Several Times On Purpose.  
We also looked at the qualities that we all have and how we can be 
kind.  Kindness is one of the most important superpowers that we 
all have. 
The use of fantastic books has really supported all of the work 
with the children, developing their empathy towards others and 
facilitating high level discussions.  

VIRTUAL FIREWORKS
Every year at Broomfields Junior School the PTA and staff organise 
the annual community fireworks event.  This year we felt that this 
tradition, although not in the school, could not be missed.  Our 
dedicated PTA worked with children to select the fireworks for our 
virtual fireworks display, filming the children counting down and 
then edited the display as if it happened in school.  It was fantastic 
and raised an amazing £1000 for school!

ROAD SAFETY WINNER
We are very proud of Daisy from Year 5, who won the Brake Road 
Safety Week Competition.  Her poster has been made into a banner 
that is now proudly displayed outside of our school.   The aim is to 
make drivers aware that their actions impact on the safety of our 
children.  The theme this year is ‘No Need to Speed’.  Well done 
Daisy, we are proud of you!

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS
This year is still going to be a Merry Christmas in school. Each class 
are performing a scene from the production, which is being filmed.  
Just before Christmas the pupils and parents will be able to watch 
the final film as part of a Christmas treat.  We are so fortunate 
to have the support of a fantastic parent, who is making this all 
possible.  The children have loved the oportunity to perform, like 
usual, which has just been amazing. 

TCAT PARLIAMENT
We are proud to introduce our TCAT Parliament children of 2020!  
Finn, Alice, Tilly and Henry are all looking forward to being involved 
in this fantastic opportunity, making a difference across our TCAT 
schools.  

These children have had experience of other leadership roles in 
school previously, so are fully equipped with all the necessary skills 
to debate, suggest and be fully involved in all opportunities given.  

REMEMBRANCE
We had a poignant assembly for Remembrance Day across the school, 
followed by the two minute silence.  The children all completed 
thought provoking work, which was displayed within the classrooms.  
Year 6 created these beautiful pieces to remember soldiers on the 
battlefield.



GREAT SANKEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

A GPS CHRISTMAS
Christmas has arrived at Great Sankey Primary school this week and in true 
festive spirit, our Christmas Tree has taken pride of place at the entrance to 
school. Whilst times are still difficult for everyone and we can’t invite families 
into school to celebrate Christmas, we are bringing Christmas to them! As you 
can see, children from across school are decorating baubles to hang on the tree 
and families from the GSP community have also come to hang decorations. It is 
a season for togetherness and it is important we all reflect on the challenges but 
many positives from this year.

TCAT PARLIAMENT
We are excited to set up the new TCAT Parliament again for this 
academic year and the children have made a great start in settling 
into their new roles. Whilst the children cannot currently meet in 
person, in true TCAT style, the welcome meeting has gone ahead 
virtually and children are excited for the work they can be doing 
across the trust and across the community in the coming terms.

Over the coming weeks, children from 
across the school will also be producing 
their virtual Christmas performance this 
year entitled ‘Christmas Around The 
World’. We look forward to sharing it 
with you.

TCAT @ OXPLORE
The TCAT / Oxford project has been a relationship 
between the schools in our trust and the University of 
Oxford over the last few years and we are delighted that 
the work is growing from strength to strength. Usually, 
researchers from the University would come in to deliver 
engaging sessions linked to the OXPLORE Big Questions 
however due to current restrictions this was not able to 
happen. Despite this, the researchers and children held 
their first ever virtual session and continued to discuss 
the question ‘Can we end disease?’ and ‘What would 
it be like if we all spoke the same language?’. Lots of 
food for thought and some very appropriate topics at 
the moment!

KINDNESS IN THE COMMUNITY
Values are important to us at Great Sankey Primary and it is great to see how 
these values instilled in the pupils can benefit our surrounding community. 
Over the lockdown, siblings Molly and Freya have been outdoors and helped 
clean up the local areas by litter picking, all while enjoying the great outdoors 
and nature. It is important we continue to look after our environment and 
work to ensure we reduce pollution where we can. The work of the TCAT 
parliament has done some fantastic work on this over recent years when 
looking at reducing plastic pollution. 
In recognition of their work, the girls were awarded the ‘Green’ badge from 
Blue Peter to say thanks for all their hard work in caring for the environment 
and community. 



GREAT SANKEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY
In this new way of working, staff and pupils alike have embraced 
technology to ensure learning and the very best teaching can 
continue. Across the school, we have invested large amounts of 
money to enhance and improve our ICT systems and we now have 
staff able to ‘Zoom’ into the classroom to teach their classes from 
home. This is certainly something we never thought be the case 12 
months ago but we are incredibly proud of how well all pupils have 
embraced the new ways of working over the previous months and 
am sure will continue to embrace across the year.

SUPPORTING CHARITIES
This year so far has seen many charity events take place as we 
continue to work and support those less fortunate than ourselves. 
Across the school, Children in Need and Anti Bullying week were 
celebrated in fancy dress and by wearing odd socks. We are every 
proud to have raised lots of money to support some charities that 
do great things to help others. Children in some of our younger 
years have designed and sent cards to the children’s ward at the 
hospital to cheer them up as they feel down or unwell and remind 
them that there are always people thinking about them.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
It is so important that children learn about and recognise the 
importance of Black History. As part of Black History month, children 
across the school have looked at particular themes from across 
History. Children in KS1 have looked at inspirational people and the 
dreams they have had for equality and race awareness. Children 
in KS2 have been learning about the Windrush and the benefits / 
impact upon the United Kingdom. Some of our children shared their 
own dreams about what they hope life will be like in the future.

GSP REMEMBERS
Remembrance is an annual celebration at Great Sankey Primary as 
we remember those who have given up their lives to ensure our 
freedom. Each year, we lay a wreath from each phase at the local 
cenotaph to express our thanks and complete work based around 
the theme. This year, our work was linked to the story ‘Finding 
Winnie’ which is set during WW1 and links to the true story of 
Winnie The Pooh. 

This year, we have also recognised the sacrifices made by our NHS 
and compared these to the sacrifices made during War time. Symbols 
of Poppies and Rainbows show our thanks that we remember. Lives 
have been difficult for the many people affected.



THE STAR ON THE TREE!
Our ‘Star Headteacher’ Mr Wright, setting the 
highest standards at Meadowside!

SANTA’S WORKSHOP
Year 1 have loved exploring ‘Santa’s Workshop’! They 
wrapped presents, discussed shapes, decorated with ribbons 
and bows and even wrote labels.

Christmas elves are at work in Year 5, placing a little reward 
on the amazing work completed by some of the pupils.

ODD SOCKS DAY
We all celebrated ODD SOCKS DAY by wearing Odd Socks on 
Friday 20th November. Here are some of the other things that 
we did...

Our Rights, Respecting School Council organised a poster 
competition and this was the winner. 

The poster is displayed in all our classes and around the school 
and as a school community we spread positive vibes all the time…
even in the most challenging times that we have had to face.

Kindness is contagious... so please pass it on….



ANTI BULLYING WEEK - POEMS
Each class had to write a poem together during the week. KS1 theme was friendship and KS2 theme was 
Anti-Bullying. Inspirational poems, which as a school community we encourage and embody. 



PADGATE ACADEMY

REMEMBRANCE DAY TRIBUTE
This term we have organised and supported charities 
that we felt were important to us. We began with 
arranging our year group representatives to sell 
Poppies to their respective year group bubbles, this 
was of course to mark Remembrance Day. This ran 
alongside our assembly focus for the week and we 
also saw a creative poppy installation which some 
students and staff put together to show unity 
within our community. 

We then launched the ‘Helping Hands’ food bank 
appeal and so far, we have had a great response. We 
have asked all students and staff to support us with 
helping this local organisation who have worked 
tirelessly to support people in the Warrington area since the beginning of lockdown. We are looking forward 
to handing over our collection of food donations in the coming weeks which we know will be greatly received.
Next on the fundraising list, we arranged a ‘hoody day’ to support Children in Need, this involved students 
donating a pound. Overall, we raised over £230 and the donations are still coming in! This was the perfect way 
to raise money for a worthwhile charity whilst keeping the year bubbles separate. However, the fun doesn’t 
stop there! On Friday 20th November we teamed up with other TCAT schools to promote Anti-Bullying week 
and students were encouraged to wear odd socks to highlight that everyone is unique. Students contributed 
a donation which went towards the Warrington Food bank charity which overall has topped £500. Finally, to 
finish off the Christmas term, we are looking forward to holding our annual, ‘Christmas jumper day’. Not only 
will it get everyone in the festive spirit, but all donations will go towards ‘Save the Children’ which will help 
thousands of underprivileged children. 

NEW YEAR 11 STUDY ZONE
Year 11 students have been taking advantage of 
our new Sunday Study Zone where they can work 
independently in the comfort of our refurbished 
cafeteria. 

The Study Zone is also open on a Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday after school. 

We are really proud of our students who are taking 
every opportunity to revise for their up and coming 
Mock Examinations.



CAS BY YEAR 7
Our new and exciting ‘CAS’ programme has been 
launched this term along with our very own Year 
11 newly refurbished Study Zone at the weekend 
and after school. The CAS programme offers a wide 
range of activities that encompass 3 core strands; 
CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY and SOCIETY’. Within each 
year group bubble students have the opportunity to 
opt into activities during lunchtime or after school, 
we hope this will grow and develop as we go through 
the academic year, offering even more enriching 
experiences that will allow students to develop their 
self-confidence whilst making a positive contribution 
to society

‘I have been attending trampoline and drama club 
this term and I am surprised at how much I enjoyed 
them both as it’s something I haven’t ever tried. I 
met some new friends as well as feeling like I had 
had a really good workout, after a long day in school 
it is something I really look forward to.’ JG – Year 7
‘I love going to cooking club, I have made some 
foods that I haven’t tried or even made before so I 
know I am learning skills for life. I am also Romanian 
so doing practical activities like this help me with my 
language skills’ IN – Year 7

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
This term the new Student Leadership team have 
been working together to outline our vision for this 
academic year. The first challenge was to present 
ourselves to the whole school, as this was done 
virtually we were able to use this platform to recruit 
our new year group form representatives. We are 
hopeful we will be able to meet in person as a whole 
leadership team in the new year!  We know this term 
has been tough for all students, staff, parents and the 
wider community so we have kept our focus simple 
and based on our three core values of Teamwork, 
Tenacity and Trust, trying to bring a sense of normality 
to Padgate school life.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A LITTLE COLOUR MAKES

PADGATE ACADEMY

This term saw the official opening of the new canteen 
at Padgate Academy.   Staff and students can now 
enjoy the new dining space, designed, project 
managed and delivered by our in house Site Team.

Students have been delighted with their new dining 
facility which provides a fresh, modern dining and 
study experience.



                    PENKETH HIGH SCHOOL

We received the news that we’d been recognised for the transformational work undertaken by the staff at 
the school resulting in our best ever outcomes last year and being judged as a good school by Ofsted earlier 
this year.  

We were judged to be a good provider during our Ofsted inspection in February 2020, having been classed 
as requiring improvement or only providing satisfactory provision in the previous three inspections stretching 
back to 2010. 

In contrast to the previous decade, the staff at Penketh have positively secured change, undertaking 
transformational work on a collective basis to bring about rapid and sustainable improvements to the culture 
of the school; whilst pupils have risen to the challenge of meeting higher expectations which are now 
aligned with their capabilities.  The recognition from Government IQ initiatives as a 100 Top Performing and 
Improving School 2020 is well deserved following the hard work and dedication of staff to provide a better 
educational experience for our pupils. 

In February 2020, Ofsted stated “Parents and carers, pupils, and staff say the headteacher has transformed 
school leadership” and that “The headteacher and trustees promote the highest of ambitions for all pupils. 
They are determined to provide the best for them.” 

The inspection also found that “The hard work of staff contributes to the good quality of education that pupils 
receive”, reporting that “Pupils now benefit from a good quality of education, day in, day out.”  Crucially, the 
inspection identified that detailed curriculum work undertaken had positively impacted on pupils, highlighting 
that “Teachers help pupils to remember by placing emphasis on ambitious and interesting activities. These 
opportunities stretch and excite pupils’ thinking, so they achieve especially well.” 

PENKETH RECOGNISED BY GOVERNMENT  
INITIATIVES IQ AS A TOP 100 IMPROVING 
AND PERFORMING SCHOOL 2020
Penketh High have been recognised by Government 
Initiatives IQ as a 100 Top Performing and Improving 
School 2020.  The organisation, who publish and 
distribute government reports, will include a feature 
on our school in the 2020 education report available 
later this year. 

PENKETH WINS MATHS TEAM OR TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR 2020 AT THE TES AWARDS

The school were thrilled to hear that our Maths 
department had won Maths Team of the Year for 2020 at 
the prestigious TES awards. The department had been 
shortlisted in a group of ten schools and were the only 
maths department to represent a school in the North 
West within the category. 

Performance of pupils within Maths at the school was questioned by Ofsted in 2010, 2013 and 2015 but the 
improvement work undertaken over the last 3 years has seen the school secure significant improvement in 
this area.  The nomination for the award is deserved recognition for the improvements in teaching, the quality 
of the curriculum and, ultimately, the outcomes for pupils.  We are also keen to recognise the contribution of 
pupils who have risen to the challenge and thrived in an environment of higher expectations and standards. 
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PENKETH NOMINATED FOR TWO AWARDS AT THE EDUCATE AWARDS
Following the success of the Maths department at the TES awards the school learned 
that The Head of Department for Maths, Laura Harding, has also been nominated 
and shortlisted for the Teacher of the Year category at the 2020 Educate Awards.  
It’s one of two nominations for our school who have also been shortlisted for the 
Leadership Team of the Year award.  The winners will be announced later this year.

PENKETH HIGH FEED THE FUTURE CAMPAIGN
The last few months have been incredibly challenging for us all but for some families in our local community 
the pressures of daily life have only intensified as a result of the pandemic.  For some, the burden of financial 
pressures have become almost impossible and the prospect of the Christmas period have no doubt added to 
these stresses. We value our community, they’re incredibly important to us and we wanted to do what we 
could to support some of our most vulnerable families.  As a school we sit at the centre of our school commu-
nity and felt that we could act to coordinate action; we’ve been overwhelmed by the level of generosity and 
the sense of community spirit to support others.  It’s one of the things that is so special about the school, it’s 
a place where people matter and where we support each other. 

Our intention was to hit a target of £1000 to be able to provide relief for those most in need, but we exceeded 
this in just a couple of days, which was staggering.  We were thrilled when we heard that Morrisons wanted 
to get involved having heard about our drive and seeing our appeal on social media.  They are providing food 
each week in the run up to Christmas that we can distribute to those families who need it; we can’t thank the 
Bolton Harwood store enough for their generosity and involvement. 

Obviously we’re thrilled to now be in a position to support families beyond those who attend our school, 
as the contributions we’ve received put us in a position to be able to support more families in need across 
Warrington.  We’re so fortunate to have had such an amazing response; we’re grateful to everyone who has 
contributed and to those who continue to do so.  After a tough year for everyone hopefully these generous 
contributions will ease some of the pressures and allow families to enjoy some time together over Christmas.  
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EXPLORING LIGHT, MARK MAKING AND PATTERN
In Nursery we have been exploring light, mark making and 
patterns.  The children were amazed to see the patterns 
projected onto the wall and were fascinated by making 
their own shadows bigger and smaller.  We explored lots 
of different medias including chalk, felt tip pens, paint and 
loose parts.  The children worked collaboratively and alone 
and lots of skills were developed.  

PARLIAMENT WEEK
As part of Parliament Week, we wanted the children to gain 
an understanding of democracy in action by asking them 
to stand for the positions of prefects and/or vote for their 
preferred candidates.  Children who wanted to be prefects 
made speeches to convince their peers that they were the 
right people for the job. Voting Forms were then completed 
by each child and these were placed in ballot boxes.  Each 
class had discussions about democracy, people power and 
making a change.  Y5 also focussed on the suffragettes and 
their campaigning work.

We also wanted new houses and the decision was made 
to name the houses after the children’s heroes and the 
beautiful Captain Toms book, One Hundred Steps, was 
used as a stimulus.  Again, the heroes were chosen 
democratically.  The children voted for NHS staff, Marcus 
Rashford, David Attenborough and Nelson Mandela.

We hope that this kind of activity will help the children to 
understand that they have the power to make a difference.

I SWEAR I SAW A 
DRAGON!
During our Anglo Saxon Unit, 
the children in Year 4 made 
the most amazing dragon eyes 
out of clay. Furthermore, they 
produced a non chronological 
report about a dragon based 
on the book, “Dragonology”. 
and they wrote their own 
chapter retelling events from 
the book, “The boy who grew 
dragons. “ In Forest School, 
the children made nests for 
our dragons using sticks and 
wool. In the classroom, we 
used watercolours to paint 
dragons, which in return 
were used in our reports. We 
had a very busy few weeks.
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PRIESTLEY COLLEGE

STUDENTS SET SIGHTS ON UK’S TOP UNIVERSITIES
STUDENTS are still aiming high despite uncertainty surrounding university and the impact of the pandemic.
By the deadline for early applications, 25 students at Priestley College had applied for places at Oxford, 
Cambridge and degrees in Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science.

Tutor Ian Hughes, who supports Priestley’s university hopefuls, said the figures were encouraging and 
reassuring. “With so much uncertainty at the moment it is great to see so many young people with big plans 
for their futures,” he said.

“We have students applying for universities all over the country and they are vying for some of the most 
competitive places, which shows their focus and determination to succeed.”

As well as applications for Oxbridge, students’ other first choice next destinations include Edinburgh, Bristol, 
Imperial College, London, as well as other Russell Group universities.

They are looking to study degrees as varied as French & Arabic, Law, Experimental Psychology, History and 
Natural Sciences.

Applications for these universities and courses have to be submitted early because the competition for places 
is so fierce.

Daniella Glenn, who hopes to study Law at Cambridge, said submitting applications during uncertain times 
had been difficult. 
“To even consider aiming high and applying for university when we barely know what tomorrow holds has 
been tough, but it is important to still focus on working towards our goals” said the former Culcheth High 
pupil.“I have had a lot of support from everyone at college in person, email or video chat. Although it has 
been harder, we have found ways to overcome the difficulties and still meet the deadlines.”

Priestley has a team dedicated to helping raise aspirations of young people so they know the country’s finest 
universities are within their reach. It works in partnership with OxNet – an outreach programme run by the 
University of Oxford – to ensure Year 12s can make competitive applications.

“We still have 
students coming 
to Priestley who 
believe the doors to 
certain universities 
are closed to them, 
but that is simply 
not the case,” said 
Ian Hughes. “Our 
message is loud 
and clear: If you 
have the talent and 
the aptitude, then 
nothing is beyond 
your reach.”



PRIESTLEY COLLEGE

PRIESTLEY SIGNS NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH CHARTER
PRIESTLEY College has reaffirmed its commitment to protecting the mental health of its students and staff 
by signing up to a new national charter.
Assistant Principal Mark Eccleston said Priestley had always prioritised its students’ wellbeing, but signing the 
charter showed it remained a priority.

“The impact of the pandemic on people’s mental health cannot be underestimated and at no point have we 
done so at Priestley,” said Mark. “However, our commitment to the charter just gives us some fresh focus on 
this important part of college life.”

The 11-point document, created by the Association of Colleges in conjunction with mental health experts, 
includes commitments to: 

• Promoting equality of opportunity and challenging mental health stigma
• Providing appropriate mental health training for staff
• Providing targeted individual mental health support where appropriate

One in 10 young people experience a mental health problem and one in five aged 16-24 experience a 
common mental illness such as anxiety or depression. 

It is also thought that 75% of adults with a diagnosable mental health problem experience their first symptoms 
before the age of 24, which means Priestley plays a vital role in supporting its 2,000 students and 300 staff. 
 
For Mental Health Awareness Day in October all students and staff were asked to pledge one thing they were 
going to change to improve their mental health. Support is available through a pastoral team of tutors, a 
counsellor and a wellbeing practitioner, Caroline Atkinson, who was appointed recently to support students 
and promote positive mental health amongst the college community.

Richard Caulfield, mental health lead at the Association of Colleges, said: “Every single day colleges like 
Priestley provide a world class education and transform the lives of millions of people. “This includes providing 
support for both staff and student wellbeing at the right time, in the right place.  This charter gives colleges 
the chance to publicly state their commitment to the mental health agenda.”



SIR THOMAS BOTELER CHURCH  
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WE REMEMBER
Sir Thomas Boteler Church of England High School would have ordinarily held their annual Remembrance 
Service on the 11th November. This year a virtual service has been produced in the form of a video. The 
virtual service includes readings from students and the school chaplain, and a musical performance; as 
they would have been in the usual service.  The poppy dress, made from individually made poppies by the 
students and put together by Head of Art Mrs Sam Joice, is worn by Year 11 student Angel Joice in the 
schools’ Peace Garden. 

This video was shown across the school during form time on the morning of the 11th November. As every 
year, at 11am, all staff and students stand at their desks to observe a 2 minute silence. Leading up to 11am, 
another video was played; a recording of Mrs S Woolley, Teacher of MFL playing the Last Post on her trumpet. 
Over the 2 minute silence, the school’s roll of honour was shown.

Graphic Designer and Publicity Manager Miss Alice Roberts said: “Although we cannot hold our Remembrance 
Service as usual, we are not prevented from remembering and sharing the stories of the past. We will always 

BOTELER’S COMMUNITY SPIRIT
The Sir Thomas Boteler Senior Citizens Christmas Party is taking on a different 
guise this year with all the current restrictions in place. Instead of inviting the 
senior citizens into school, Sir Thomas Boteler Church of England High School is 
going on a Community Tour. 

The  Hospitality students have made hampers full of goodies for the senior 
citizens and will be dropping these off at the care homes. They will also be 
singing  outside to the residents in a COVID secure way, to bring them some 
additional Christmas cheer.  The BTEC Music students have created a virtual 
singalong  of themselves signing some Christmas favourites, so that everyone 
will be able to join in.   

HANNAH & JESS

Headteacher Mrs Scott-Herron said: “Christmas won’t be quite 
the same this year; that is why it is even more crucial that we 
look after our community in any way we can. The students have 
also been gathering  toys and goodies to ensure those most 
vulnerable families also have a Happy Christmas. The joy of 
giving to others is what Christmas is all about and the staff and 
students at Sir Thomas Boteler Church of England High School 
really want to make a difference.”

remember those who served for 
us and future generations.”

Here is the link to the school’s 
Remembrance Service video:  
https://youtu.be/UNhiE2xoiR4

This photo shows Year 11 student 
Angel Joice and Headteacher 
Mrs Beverly Scott-Herron in the 
school Peace Garden. Angel is 
wearing the poppy dress made 
by Head of Art Mrs Sam Joice. 

https://youtu.be/UNhiE2xoiR4
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GEORGE SERVING THE COMMUNITY
Sir Thomas Boteler Church of England High School Year 9 student, 
George Ralphs, has been making sure local, vulnerable residents 
are looked after during lockdown. When lockdown first began in 
March, George took it upon himself to post his number with a little 
message through the letterboxes of the local bungalows, which 
house vulnerable people. George’s notes asked the residents that if 
they needed anything, to ring him. Many did and George has some 
“regulars“ that he helps weekly. Boteler’s Graphic Designer and 
Publicity Manager Miss Alice Roberts says “Young people like George 
are an inspiration to us all and we are so proud of him, his kindness and 
his tremendous sense of community. Well done George.”  George’s 

THE DARATHON
After the London Marathon was cancelled in April, Sir Thomas Boteler Church of England High School’s 
Attendance Officer Mr Darren Willcock trained for an extra six months to bring him to today, when the official 
virtual London Marathon took place. Across the world, 45,000 runners ran their marathons their way. Mr 
Willcock did this by bringing the school community together to take part too. For his last 7 miles, he ran onto 
the school field. 60 students had signed up, plus a number of staff too. Students ran spaced out within their 
bubbles, along with Mr Willcock and a staff group leading the way. 

There was true jubilance in the air as Mr Willcock crossed the finish line, with cheers and whoops from 
everybody there. Moments after his marathon was complete, Mr Willcock cheered on all of the students who 
ran a short distance behind, as they crossed the finish line too. Once everyone had finished, he shouted out: 
“I could not have done that without all of you as well. We never do things by halves do we? Every one of you 
on this field now: we’ve done this together.”  He also made sure students had fruit and water. The school’s 
Graphic Designer and Publicity Manager Alice Roberts said: “Our school’s team spirit soared high today. 
Darren’s sheer determination, coupled with his unwaivering care for the people around him is inspirational. 
We are incredibly lucky to know and work with him.”

Mr Willcock was running in a charity place for the National Autistic Society, and has raised over £1,500 for 
them. Headteacher Mrs Scott-Herron commented: “Events like this are the true epitome of everything we 
stand for as a school. Hope, compassion and endurance are our values, and this is what has been shown 
today. To watch a member of the Boteler team achieve a lifetime goal is so emotional and heartwarming. It 
gives me inspiration.” 

Mr Willcock said: “At the begining, I couldn’t even run a mile. And then I built up to 19 miles. And I never 
passed that until today. It just shows what you can do when you put your mind to it. Anything’s achievable. 
I’m proud that I’ve finished, but I’m even more proud of all the students that took part. I couldn’t have done 
it without their support. The staff and students were absolutely amazing. I’ve not done it; we’ve done it. And 
that’s what we do best at Boteler. We do things together.”

mum Katy says “Through lockdown George has been amazing, and still is. I’m extremely proud of him.” 
George has been in the army cadets for about 18 months; this photo shows him in his cadet uniform. 
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