
 

  
   
  
 
 
 
 

English: During this unit of work, students will explore a range of poetry from across the ages that deal with the themes of love and loss. They will continue to 
develop their understanding of how poetic techniques have been used for effect, and explore the powerful impact of language choice across the poetry anthology. 
Following on from their initial study of poetry in year 7, they will further their knowledge of poetic techniques as well as developing the more complex skill of poetry 
comparison. 

Maths: Students in Year 8 will cover a range of topics from each of the key strands of mathematics, namely, Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measure, Ratio and 
Proportion, Probability, and Statistics. In the Spring Term students will be concentrating on developing their Algebra skills. They will start by writing algebraic 
expressions involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. They will then learn how to expand expressions and factorise, using their knowledge of 
common factors. Following this work, students will look at solving two step equations using written methods. They will also look at some examples of where this skill 
can be used to solve problems. 

Science: The Earth's Resources: Students will learn about the structure of the Earth and the wide variety of resources that can be obtained from it. They will begin 
by looking at the basic structure of the Earth and should be able to identify and describe the properties of each layer. They will learn what it is and should be able to 
identify the resources we can obtain from it, for example, metal ores and building materials. They will look at the rock cycle, the different types of rock that exist and 
how industry carries out the extraction of metals from their ores 

Art: Students will be consolidating the skills and learning from the first term and developing their understanding of the formal drawing elements: 
Line/Tone/shade/shape /texture and in particular colour. They will be studying the work of Natural form artists to develop their Appreciation of critical studies. They 
will complete a key piece of work on stylized drawing/mixed media.  

Music: Students will start to develop their understanding of some of the musical elements, but with a twist. Students will learn about music used in phone and 
computer apps. They will do this by using and exploring the apps, then write reviews of how they are used, how they accessed and understood the content, along 
with what they learnt from it. Student will start with apps that use rhythm as their centre to develop their understanding of that particular musical quality. This process 
will be repeated but the musical element will change each time. Once the core knowledge has been obtained, student will start to use online software to create their 
own game theme tune. This is an essential starting point for student to understand the basic building blocks in music: theory, performance and composition. 

Expressive Arts: Students will build on their knowledge and understanding of Musical Theatre. Students will develop their understanding of how performers use 
their skills to create characters, and how costume, props and set can be used to contribute to the overall effectiveness of a piece of theatre. Students will complete 
a production study in response to the key production elements and this will develop their creative thinking skills, an essential requirement within the performance 
industry.  

Geography: Students will consolidate their learning from last term on The UK, particularly recapping tectonics and coasts. The new topic for this term is Rivers of 
the World, comparing and contrasting the geography of The Danube in Europe and The Yangtze in China. Students will learn how the rivers shape the land, how 
climate change is impacting differently in these regions, urban problems in Budapest and Shanghai and providing resources. The key assessed piece of work will 
focus on China and Europe’s contribution to climate change.  

Year 8 Curriculum Bulletin Spring Term  



 

History: Students in year 8 will focus on life during the Industrial Period (18th and 19th centuries). During the first couple of weeks, Remote Learning will be spent 
consolidating knowledge about the Industrial Revolution, women and their roles/position within 19th century society. Furthermore, Year 8 will be expected to study 
how working conditions started to evolve and improve for ordinary people during the 19th century. This half term will culminate with students learning how Britain 
became a democracy. Students will be expected to complete written pieces and participate in knowledge recall activities in order to show their learning progress.  

Computing: Students will work towards developing their ability to program and problem solve. They will learn about the importance of sequencing instructions, 
correct use of variables and operator and how selection and iteration (loops) determine flow through a program. It will all develop a greater ability to problem solve 
and will be assessed via a key piece that will enable a students to demonstrate both practical ability and a grasp of the theoretical concepts covered. 

French: Students will be consolidating and building on their vocabulary on the topic of free time activities. Students will study a range of infinitives and opinion verbs 
in order to give their own opinion on what they like and dislike doing in their free time. Students will explore how to justify their answers using a variety of adjectives 
learnt in other topics.  Opportunities for developing reading and listening understanding will be included in lessons. Modelling of how to build sentences will be 
incorporated into our lessons to support students to structure their own writing.  
Students will have to show understanding of key information from reading and listening texts, as well as that of grammatical structures such as key verbs, opinion 
verbs, connectives and adjectives. 

Religious Studies: Students will begin their study of the Jewish faith and investigate the origins, history and key beliefs and practices of contemporary Jews.  They 
will use a range of sources as well as lessons from Oak National Academy which are delivered by a Rabbi – a unique opportunity to learn from an authentic faith 
perspective.  

Physical Education:  In attempt to try and keep you active we will provide two practical activities per week, one to be performed each lesson. We will also provide 
two activities aimed at improving mental health and well-being during this stressful lock down time.  However, it is really important we get lots of fresh air. If you 
would rather substitute your PE lesson for a walk outside, a run or a bike ride this is absolutely ok. We would actively encourage this! Getting away from your 
computer/laptop for an hour in your PE lesson will really help. 

Design Technology: 
Theory/Knowledge based curriculum:   
Students will be introduced to the topic of nutrition and eating for a healthy lifestyle. Students will learn through a series of videos, worksheets, and quizzes, how the 
nutrients in our food can impact our health and longevity of life. In addition, students will be encouraged to watch some practical skill-based videos and hopefully 
will be able to get involved in cooking at home.  Sites that are suitable for 11–14-year-old will be recommended to find some recipes which children may wish to try 
at home. 

 


