
 

  

English: Students will be introduced to the contemporary play, DNA which will help to prepare them for their GCSE English Literature course. They will read the 
play, explore the dramatic devices used in the play and discuss the characters and the themes within it. They will build upon their technical knowledge from year 8 
and enhance their analysis skills during their study of the play. 

Maths: Students in Year 9 will cover a range of topics from each of the key strands of mathematics, namely, Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measure, Ratio and 
Proportion, Probability, and Statistics. In the Spring Term students will be concentrating on developing their Algebra skills. They will start by learning about Indices 
and rules that can be used when dealing with Indices. Some pupils, will also encounter negative and fractional indices for the first time. This work will be followed 
by a unit on percentages where students will be further developing the skills that they have learnt earlier in Key Stage 3. Students will be learning about how to use 
decimal multipliers to speed up complex percentages calculations, and will be looking at real life examples of where percentages are used such as calculating 
interest or depreciation. 

Science: Working Scientifically: This is the set of skills that enable someone to work as a scientist. It is on this foundation of skills that the three main areas of 
content sit. Working scientifically covers both the skills needed for thinking about scientific problems and the skills needed to process and analyse data. The other 
essential component of working scientifically is doing things in a scientific way and understanding the use of what has come to be called ‘the scientific method’. This 
forms the essential backbone of what science is: an idea is developed and then rigorously tested to provide evidence upon which an objective opinion can be formed 
as to whether the original idea is correct. 

Geography: Students will consolidate their learning on the USA by recapping resources and rivers. The new topic for this term is the Mediterranean. Students will 
look at the human impacts on the Mediterranean coast and rivers. Students will then look at the weather and climate of the Mediterranean and investigate why it is 
a popular tourist destination, finally finishing with looking at what the future holds for the people of the Mediterranean. The key assessed piece of work will focus on 
which countries should have access to the Nile.  

History: Students in Year 9 will spend the first couple of weeks of remote learning expanding upon the Communist Dictatorships under Lenin and Stalin. Pupils 
have completed assessments about how Lenin exercised control over Russia during the early 20th century and are now expected to build upon the theme of 
totalitarianism under Stalin. Year 9 students have also previously learned about conditions within Russia before 1914 and know about Russian society before WW1 
but we need to ensure pupils know the wider story surrounding this topic. So, to fill in the contextual knowledge gaps around the early 20th century period, students 
will learn about the causes of WW1 which will set them up for studying the events of the war. Pupils are expected to be able to fully explain the short term and long 
term causes for WW1. They must be able to use language such as militarism, alliances, imperialism and nationalism within their response.  

Computing: Students will complete a unit of work that will immerse them into the world of the ever more relevant, Cybersecurity. They will gain a grasp of data vs 
information, social engineering, hacking, malware and other threats to networks and crucially how to defend against them. For their key piece, they will complete a 
range of exit quizzes for each lesson and a final quiz demonstrate their understanding of the concepts covered. 

Religious Studies: Students will begin their study of the Islamic faith and investigate the origins, history and key beliefs and practices of Muslims.  For those 
students who choose to continue with RS at GCSE, this topic will give them a solid grounding for our Paper 2 religion.  For those who do not, it is an opportunity to 
explore the world’s second largest religion. 

Year 9 Curriculum Bulletin Spring Term 



 

Art: Students will be consolidating the skills and learning from the first term and developing their understanding of the formal drawing elements:  
Line/Tone/shade/shape /texture and colour. They will be studying the work of Hattie Stewart and other artists who explore the identity theme in their work in order 
to develop their own ideas. They will complete a key piece of work on Identity.   

Physical Education: In attempt to try and keep you active we will provide two practical activities per week, one to be performed each lesson. We will also provide 
two activities aimed at improving mental health and well-being during this stressful lock down time.  However, it is really important we get lots of fresh air. If you 
would rather substitute your PE lesson for a walk outside, a run or a bike ride this is absolutely ok. We would actively encourage this! Getting away from your 
computer/laptop for an hour in your PE lesson will really help.  

Expressive Arts: Students will build on their knowledge and understanding of Musical Theatre. Students will develop their understanding of how performers use 
their skills to create characters, and how costume, props and set can be used to contribute to the overall effectiveness of a piece of theatre. Students will complete 
a production study in response to the key production elements and this will develop their creative thinking skills, an essential requirement within the performance 
industry.  

Music: Students will build on their knowledge of the origins, development and applications of Dance Music. Students will learn how dance music has evolved through 
the decades and what aspects and elements are required for the genre to be classed as “dance”. Students will be looking at terminology such as: riffs, melody, 
ostinato, genre, synth and drum machines to ensure that their understanding of the genre is clear. They will also complete a range of research tasks and quizzes, 
that will lead to the task of completing their own dance composition.  

Design Technology 
Theory/Knowledge based curriculum:   
Using current real life environmental factors, students will develop skills and knowledge to solve problems and understand the needs to maintain or improve a 
sustainable environment. Students will be provided with a range of opportunities and topics such as the 6R’s of sustainability (e.g., reduce, reuse, recycle), guidance 
and symbols for recycling, The Product Life Cycle, Renewable energy which will enable them to improve designs, analyse the impact on the environment and be 
able to make justified decisions.  

Spanish: Students will focus on recapping and building on their existing knowledge on the topic of free time activities. We will consolidate the grammatical structure 
of using opinion verbs with infinitives. Students will review how to give their opinion on a variety of free time activities. They will also explore how to justify their own 
answers by using a range of adjectives. We will focus on sentence structure to guide students in their writing of longer sentences to secure and extend their 
knowledge further. Modelling of how to build sentences will be incorporated into our lessons to support students to structure their own writing. Students will have to 
show understanding of key information from reading and listening texts, as well as that of grammatical structures such as key verbs, opinion verbs, connectives and 
adjectives.  

 


